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Gun control group 
pushes ‘red flag’ 
laws to help curb 
veteran suicides 


By Nikki WENTLING 
Stars and Stripes 


WASHINGTON — If retired 
Marine Corps Master Sgt. Mike 
Washington had access to a fire- 
arm on some of his darkest days, 
he would’ve used it on himself. 

Washington, 57, is a Gulf War 
veteran who remained in the Re- 
serves long enough to deploy to 
Iraq and Afghanistan after the 
9/11 terrorist attacks. His son, 
Michael Toussaint Washington, 
also became a Marine. He was 
killed in action in Afghanistan on 
June 14, 2008, at age 20. 

After his son’s death, Washing- 
ton reached a breaking point that 
was exacerbated by what he had 
experienced during his career as 
a firefighter for the Seattle Fire 
Department. He relied on alco- 
hol and struggled with suicidal 
thoughts before eventually seek- 
ing help. 

“Tf I had a weapon handy at 
that time, I certainly would’ve 
used it,” Washington said. 

Now, Washington is part of a 
veterans advisory council for Ev- 
erytown for Gun Safety, the coun- 
try’s largest gun control advocacy 
organization. The group released 
a report Thursday that includes a 
set of recommendations for pre- 
venting veteran suicide. 

The problem of veteran suicide 
by firearm drew Everytown’s at- 
tention because of the statistics; 
the Department of Veterans Af- 
fairs reported last month that 
firearms were used in 69% of all 
veteran suicides in 2017, the lat- 
est year for which data is avail- 
able. That’s a nearly 33% increase 
from 2005. 

Everytown’s first recommenda- 
tion is for more states to enact ex- 
treme risk protection orders, also 
known as “red flag” laws, which 
allow police or family members 
to temporarily remove someone’s 
firearms if a state court agrees 
the person presents a danger to 
themselves or others. The idea is 
to place barriers between veter- 
ans in crisis and their firearms. 


SEE SUICIDES ON PAGE 15 
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Esper has sharp words for NATO ally over invasion of Syria 


RELATED 
Syria says 
Turkish-led 
forces attacked 
its troops 

Page 4 


By Lonita C. BaLpor 
Associated Press 


BRUSSELS — After spending four tumultuous 
days engulfed in the chaotic ramifications of the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops from Syria, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper lashed out Thursday at Tur- 
key for its military assault across the border on Syr- 
ian Kurdish fighters. 

Speaking at the German Marshall Fund, Esper 
said Turkey’s “unwarranted” invasion into Syria 
jeopardizes gains made there in recent years as the 
U.S.-led coalition and allied Syrian Kurdish forces 
battled Islamic State. 

“Turkey put us all in a very terrible situation. I 
think the incursion was unwarranted,” he said. “I 
think President (Recep Tayyip) Erdogan was fixated 
on making this incursion for one reason or another 
and there was not a possibility that we were going to 


Defense Secretary 
Mark Esper speaks 
at the German 
Marshall Fund in 
Brussels on Thursday. 


Francisco Seco, Poot/AP 


start a war with a NATO ally.” 

He said Turkey is heading in the wrong direction, 
spinning closer to Russia, adding, “I think that is un- 
fortunate and I think we all need to work together to 
strengthen our partnership with Turkey and make 
sure they trend back to being the strong, reliable 
ally, responsible ally that they’ve been in the past.” 

His comments come on the heels of President Don- 
ald Trump’s announcement Wednesday that the U.S. 
is lifting sanctions on Turkey after the NATO ally 
agreed to permanently stop fighting Kurdish forces 
in Syria. And he spoke just a day after he was in Iraq 
to discuss the withdrawal and the ISIS threat with 
Iraqi leaders and his military commanders. 

Trump is defending his decision to withdraw about 
1,000 American troops from Syria, largely abandon- 
ing the Syrian Kurdish fighters who battled ISIS 
alongside the U.S. for the last several years. 


SEE ESPER ON PAGE 4 
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Russia deploys missiles 
for exercise in Serbia 


By Siozopan Lexkic 
Stars and Stripes 


Russia has deployed its S-400 
surface-to-air missile system 
to Serbia for exercises with the 
Balkan nation’s military, bring- 
ing the advanced system that 
caused friction between the U.S. 
and Turkey closer to bordering 
NATO allies. 

Russian air force transports 
flew the S-400 Triumf missiles 
to a military air base near Bel- 
grade early Thursday, along with 
a battery of Pantsir-S medium 
range anti-aircraft missiles, the 
Russian Defense Ministry said 
in a statement. Both systems are 
scheduled to take part in a joint 


Russian-Serbian anti-aircraft ex- 
ercise known as Slavic Shield, the 
ministry said. This was the first 
time the S-400 unit will take part 
in a military exercise in a foreign 
country, the statement said. 

“We have ordered the Pantsir- 
S,” Serbian President Aleksandar 
Vucic said during a ceremony 
Thursday. “I will see it on Sat- 
urday, while I will see the S-400 
tomorrow at the Slavic Shield 
exercise.” 

Serbia’s Defense Ministry said 
the aim of the drills, which began 
Wednesday, was to train to jointly 
defend ground forces from enemy 
air attacks. 

The S-400 gained notoriety ear- 
lier this year when NATO mem- 


ber Turkey purchased Russian 
missiles rather than opting for the 
U.S.-made Patriot system, which 
allied countries had deployed to 
southern Turkey to defend from 
a spillover of the war in Syria. In 
response, Washington bumped 
Turkey from participation in the 
F-35 stealth fighter project, say- 
ing the S-400 could be used by 
Russia to collect information on 
how to defeat the jet. Turkey had 
ordered 100 F-35s. 

The S-400’s Triumf missiles 
have a reported range of up to 
about 250 miles. The Pantsir S-1 
— dubbed SA-22 Greyhound by 
NATO — is a short-to-medium, 
self-propelled anti-aircraft gun 
and missile system that has seen 


rey 


Russian Ministry of Defense 


Russian air defense units transfer the S-400 anti-aircraft missile 
system and the Pantsir-S anti-aircraft missile and gun system to 
Serbia to participate in the air defense exercise Slavic Shield 2019. 


wide use in Syria, where it has 
been deployed to protect Russian 
forces. Serbian air defense troops 
were sent to Russia last month to 
train on both systems ahead of 
the exercises, officials said. 

Although Serbia aspires to join 
the European Union, Belgrade 
has fostered increasingly close 
political, economic and military 
ties with Moscow. 


These have raised concerns 
in Western capitals that Moscow 
is trying to turn Serbia — which 
borders five NATO nations — into 
its bridgehead in the Balkans, 
a region that has been relative- 
ly tranquil since the wars that 
marked the collapse of the former 
Yugoslav federation in the 1990s. 
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Gls safe after hitting bomb in Afghanistan, military says 


By Puiitiie WALTER WELLMAN 
Stars and Stripes 


KABUL, Afghanistan — No 
American or coalition troops 
were injured when a U.S. military 
vehicle struck a roadside bomb in 
central Afghanistan on Wednes- 
day night, the U.S. military said 
Thursday. 

The incident happened in Par- 
wan province, home to Bagram 
Airfield, the U.S.’ largest base in 
the country. 

The Taliban claimed the attack, 
saying they destroyed two vehi- 


TODAY 


IN STRIPES 


American Roundup .. 
Business 
Comics... 
Faces .. 
Opinion . 
Sports 
Weather 
Weekend 


cles and killed eight U.S. troops, 
but the group often exaggerates 
its battlefield actions. 

“A US. vehicle struck an [im- 
provised explosive device] in Par- 
wan province last night; however, 
no U.S. or Coalition were killed 
or injured,” Col. Sonny Leggett, a 
spokesman for U.S. forces in Af- 
ghanistan, said on Twitter. 

The vehicle had come from 
Bagram Airfield, according to 
Abdul Salim Noori, a spokesman 
for Parwan police. 

“Coalition forces routinely do 
patrols to secure the base,” Noori 
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said, adding that no civilians were 
killed or injured by the blast. 

Meanwhile, The New York 
Times on Wednesday, citing un- 
named defense officials, reported 
that at least five Marines were 
wounded the day before by a Tal- 
iban rocket attack in southern 
Helmand province. 

The attack happened in the 
provincial capital Lashkar Gar, 
where the Marines have a small 
base at the local airfield, the 
Times said. 

The U.S. military did not im- 
mediately reply to questions by 
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Stars and Stripes about the inci- 
dent and declined to discuss the 
injuries with the Times. 

Leggett on Tuesday tweeted 
“no U.S. or coalition casualties” 
resulted from the Taliban’s “in- 
discriminate and inaccurate 
rockets” in Helmand. 

The provincial governor’s of- 
fice said the rockets killed three 
civilians. 

Violence in Afghanistan has 
continued at high levels in recent 
months despite talks between 
U.S. and Taliban officials aimed 
at ending the war, which began 


18 years ago this month. 

President Donald Trump 
abruptly ended the talks in Sep- 
tember after a Taliban attack 
in Kabul killed an American 
soldier. 

This year, 17 American troops 
have been killed in combat in Af- 
ghanistan, a number that already 
surpasses the highest annual tally 
since NATO replaced its combat 
mission with a training and ad- 
vising mission five years ago. 
Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 
report. 


wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 


ADVERTISING 


| CustomerService@stripes.com | 


| customerService@stripes.com | 


+49 (0) 0631.3615.9111 
DSN: 314.583.9111 


ADVERTISING 


+49 (0) 0631.3615.9111 
DSN: 314.583.9111 


ADVERTISING 


Ip@Stripes.com | +81(3) 6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


al 
ir 


TIME: 1100 . 1600 


Jocation: 


Friday, October 25, 2019 


*STARS AND STRIPES®* 


POPE EAT Pace 3 


MILITARY 


Navy secretary 
defends USS Ford 


Spencer responds after representative 
on House subpanel questions ship delays 


By Cairiin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 


WASHINGTON— Navy Secre- 
tary Richard Spencer on Wednes- 
day called Rep. Elaine Luria’s 
criticisms about the delays af- 
fecting the USS Gerald Ford air- 
craft carrier 
“disparag- 
ing” and not 
helpful. 

“T look 
at her and 
other leader- 
ship on [Cap- 
itol] Hill who 
continually 
disparaged 
the Ford as 
a program, 
and I get a 
little upset,” he said during a dis- 
cussion at the Brookings Institu- 
tion, a Washington think tank. 
“You could not ask for a better 
disinformation program for our 
competitors. And I truly mean 
that.” 

Tuesday during a House Armed 
Services Committee subpanel on 
readiness hearing, Luria, D-Va., 
questioned the Ford’s costs and 
delays, including the ship’s trou- 
bled elevators. 

She called the Ford — the 
newest aircraft carrier being 
constructed by the Navy — “a 
nuclear-powered floating berth- 
ing barge that’s not deployable 
because of the aircraft elevators 


and the yet untested dual-band 
radar, catapults and arresting 
gear.” 

On Wednesday, Luria issued 
a statement responding to Spen- 
cer’s comments. She pointed out 
that Spencer had made a promise 
to President Donald Trump in 
January that the weapons eleva- 
tors on the Ford would be func- 
tioning by the end of summer, but 
they still are not. 

“I find it disappointing that 
the secretary finds congressio- 
nal oversight disparaging,” Luria 
said in the prepared statement. 
“T have yet to see a detailed plan 
to fix the multitude of problems 
with these new technologies. The 
Navy accepted the design of these 
systems and accepted the ship in 
an incomplete state ... so it is ab- 
solutely my role to question Navy 
leadership on their current fail- 
ure to deliver an operational ship 
to the fleet.” 

About $13 billion has been in- 
vested in the ship, according to 
Luria. The ship’s 11 weapons el- 
evators, which are needed to load 
ordnance on planes, have been 
a problem for years. The Navy 
commissioned the ship in July 
2017 without any working eleva- 
tors. The ship’s electromagnetic 
catapult system for launching air- 
craft has also faced issues. 

Vice Adm. Thomas Moore, 
commander of Naval Sea Systems 
Command, said during the Tues- 
day hearing that the Ford was 


Connor D. Loessin/U.S. Navy 


Acting Director of the Office of Management and Budget Russell Vought, third from left in foreground, 
listens as Cmdr. Mehdi Akacem, the USS Gerald R. Ford's air boss, explains the Ford’s electromagnetic 
aircraft launching system during a tour of the ship last month in Newport News, Va. Navy Secretary 
Richard Spencer is defending the Ford after recent criticism of its costs and delays. 


originally planned to be delivered 
in 2013 and deployed in 2018. 

“And best estimates, we’re look- 
ing at 2024?,” Luria asked Moore 
about the Ford’s deployment. 

“T think we’ll beat that,” Moore 
replied. 

Spencer said Wednesday that 
a fourth elevator on the Ford can 
now be used by the crew and “ev- 
erything will be working” when 
the ship is operational. 

He said he found Luria’s com- 
ments disparaging because they 
were not “how can I help?” 

“Tf she wants to get on board 
and help ... we have open arms,” 
Spencer said. “We need everyone 
to realize that these are mas- 


sively complex systems. Did we 
do things wrong? Yes, we did 
things wrong. We put a price cap 
on there.” 

However, Luria did ask Moore 
during the Tuesday hearing what 
he needed to help get the aircraft 
carrier to deploy on time. Moore 
responded the shipyards had the 
capacity to do the job. 

But at Brookings, Spencer 
lashed out at Defense Depart- 
ment funding and the temporary 
spending measures known as 
continuing resolutions with which 
the agency has been limited. 

He said the Defense Depart- 
ment has had to adapt to continu- 
ing resolutions in place of a full 


defense budget and now Con- 
gress believes the Pentagon “can 
handle CRs with absolutely no 
problem at all.” 

Spencer said a Navy study de- 
termined the nine continuing res- 
olutions forced on the Pentagon in 
recent years have cost the service 
an additional $4 billion. 

“So when I get accused of cost 
overrun on the Ford by my board 
of directors and they go and burn 
$4 billion, I’m confused as to who 
is responsible for wasting or did- 
dling with resources,” he said. “It 
is an atrocity that a CR exists.” 
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Bill would make troops’ kids US citizens 


Reports: Pot found at 


By Caitiin M. KENNEY 
Stars and Stripes 


WASHINGTON— A bipartisan ef- 
fort on Capitol Hill is underway to 
make the children of service mem- 
bers stationed overseas automatically 
Americans, responding to a new fed- 
eral policy that forces some parents to 
apply for their child’s U.S. citizenship. 

In August, the Department of Home- 
land Security’s U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services announced a 
new policy addressing the definition 
of “residence” in the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. It affects children of 
service members and civilians living 
abroad who did not acquire citizenship 
at birth or while they were living in the 
United States. 

Under Section 320 of the Immigra- 
tion and Nationality Act, a child born 
outside the United States can auto- 
matically become a citizen if they are 
physically living in the United States 
with their parent who is a citizen. 
With the new policy that goes into ef- 
fect Tuesday, those children will no 
longer be considered “residing in the 
United States” as they had been in the 
past, and a parent will have to apply 


for their child’s citizenship before the 
child turns 18 years old. 

When the policy was announced, 
President Donald Trump’s adminis- 
tration was criticized for its immigra- 
tion policies and how the change would 
negatively affect military families. 
There was also widespread confusion 
about what the change actually meant 
and who was affected, with some ini- 
tial reporting interpreting the policy 
to mean that military children were 
being denied citizenship. 

On Wednesday, Sens. Tammy Duck- 
worth, D-Ill, and Johnny Isakson, R- 
Ga., announced they have introduced a 
bill called the Citizenship for Children 
of Military Members & Civil Servants 
Act that would modify Section 320 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act 
so children of service members who 
are stationed overseas can automati- 
cally acquire U.S. citizenship. 

“Children of Americans serving 
their nation abroad are just as worthy 
of automatic citizenship as any other 
children,” Duckworth said in a pre- 
pared statement. “Forcing military 
families to jump through bureaucratic 
hoops and spend hundreds of dollars 


applying for citizenship on behalf of 
their children is not right.” 

The USCIS policy change would 
force families to pay an application fee 
of $1,170 per child, according to the 
senators’ statement. 

The policy change was estimated to 
affect between 20 and 25 people an- 
nually, based on data compiled by the 
USCIS during the last five years from 
overseas applications with Army or 
Air Force Post Office and Fleet Post 
Office mailing addresses, according to 
a USCIS official in August who spoke 
about the issue on the condition of 
anonymity. 

Isakson called the bill “common- 
sense legislation” to help military fam- 
ilies that is overdue. 

“We should be doing all we can to 
ease the lives of our all-volunteer force, 
not add needless hurdles for them and 
their families,” he said in the prepared 
statement. 

A bipartisan companion bill was also 
introduced in the House by Jerrold 
Nadler, D-N-Y., and Doug Collins, R- 
Ga., according to the statement. 
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Minot nuclear facility 


Stars and Stripes 


An undisclosed amount of marijuana was discov- 
ered earlier this month at a nuclear missile alert fa- 
cility in central North Dakota, according to multiple 
media reports. 

The drug, which was found Oct. 9 at the facility con- 
trolled by Minot Air Force Base, was above ground 
and not near missile operators, Sgt. Benjamin Smith 
told The Associated Press. 

Officials are investigating “reports of suspected il- 
legal drugs at an above-ground facility,” a spokesman 
for Minot’s Sth Bomb Wing, 2nd Lt. Gabriel Cushing, 
told Task & Purpose. 

“We take this matter seriously and will investigate 
this fully,” he said, according to the military news web- 
site. “No further information will be provided until the 
investigation concludes.” 

Minot, which oversees a stable of Minuteman III in- 
tercontinental ballistic missiles, is also home to a fleet 
of B-52H Stratofortress bombers. 

The base has been under scrutiny since a 2007 mis- 
hap in which a B-52 was mistakenly armed with six 
nuclear-tipped cruise missiles in Minot and flown to a 
base in Louisiana, the AP report said. 

Other lapses include the theft of a launch code de- 
vice, missile crew members sleeping on the job and 
failed inspections. 
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Clashes persist in 
northeastern Syria 


By BasseM MrovuE 
Associated Press 


BEIRUT — Turkish forces and 
their allies attacked Syrian gov- 
ernment troops in northeastern 
Syria on Thursday, killing some 
of them, and they also clashed 
with Kurdish-led fighters, the 
state news agency in Damascus 
and a war monitoring group said. 

The fighting underscored the 
risks of violence as multiple and 
often opposing armed forces jos- 
tle for new positions in the tight 
quarters of the northeastern bor- 
der zone. 

Most worrisome has been the 
prospect of a collision between 
forces of the Syrian government 
and those backed by Turkey, 
which include Syrian rebel fight- 
ers and Islamic extremists op- 
posed to President Bashar Assad. 

All sides have said they are 
abiding by a cease-fire as they 
implement a Russian-Turkish 
agreement that divides up the 
border region. But frictions could 
undermine the effort for a reso- 
lution on the border, which U.S. 
forces were abruptly ordered to 
leave earlier this month, allow- 
ing Turkey to launch its invasion 
against Kurdish fighters. 

Syria’s state-run SANA news 
agency said Turkish troops and 
its allied fighters attacked Syrian 
army positions outside the town 
of Tal Tamr. The Syrian troops 
fought back and suffered “mar- 
tyrs and wounded,” it reported 
without elaborating. Separately, 
the Kurdish-led Syrian Demo- 
cratic Forces said three of its 
fighters were killed in fighting 
with Turkish-backed forces. 

Syrian forces, Russian military 
advisers and military police are 
being deployed in a zone 19 miles 
deep along much of the northeast- 
ern border, under an agreement 
reached Tuesday by Russia and 
Turkey. They are to ensure that 
Kurdish fighters leave that area. 
Then Russia and Turkey are to 
begin joint patrols along a nar- 
rower strip directly on the Turk- 
ish-Syrian border. 

Turkey is to keep sole control of 
a large section in the center of the 
border, most of which it captured 
in its invasion launched Oct. 9 
against Kurdish-led fighters. 
Turkey wanted to drive U.S.-al- 
lied Kurdish forces out of a “safe 
zone” along the border after U.S. 
President Donald Trump pulled 
American troops from the area. 

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan renewed a threat 
to resume its military offensive 
if his country continued to be 
“harassed” by the Kurdish mi- 
litia. He also said Turkey would 
“crush” any Syrian Kurdish fight- 
er its military comes across while 
trying to secure areas under its 
control. 

“We would never shy away 
from moving ahead on our path. 
We would never calculate wheth- 
er the price to pay on this path 
would be too high or too low,” 


Erdogan said. He also warned 
against the possibility of Syrian 
Kurdish fighters resuming fight- 
ing alongside U.S., Russian or 
Syrian government forces. 

In Brussels, U.S. Defense Sec- 
retary Mark Esper lashed out 
at Turkey, saying its invasion of 
Syria jeopardizes gains made 
there as the U.S.-led coalition and 
allied Syrian Kurdish forces bat- 
tled the Islamic State group. 

“Turkey put us all in a very ter- 
rible situation. I think the incur- 
sion was unwarranted,” he said. 

The reported attack on Syrian 
government forces took place at 
the village of Kozliya on the edges 
of that Turkish-held zone. 

Turkish-backed fighters also 
captured the nearby village of 
Manajeer in clashes with Kurd- 
ish forces, SANA reported. They 
battled Kurdish fighters in two 
other nearby villages, “using 
heavy weapons,” said Mustafa 
Bali, spokesman for the Kurdish- 
led SDF. He said the SDF would 
defend itself. 

SDF commander Mazloum 
Abdi tweeted that Turkish troops 
and “their jihadists continue to 
VIOLATE and launch attacks.” 

Turkey has said it is abiding by 
the halt in fighting but will elimi- 
nate any Kurdish fighters still in 
the zone where the Russian deal 
gives it direct control. The lines 
of that zone have not been pub- 
licly defined, however, and the 
location of the reported attacks 
suggested Turkish troops could 
be trying to gain new ground on 
its edges. 

Turkey’s Defense Ministry said 
Syrian Kurdish militia conducted 
an attack with a drone, mortar 
fire and light weapons against 
Turkish troops in Ras al-Ayn, 
wounding five soldiers. It said the 
military responded “within the 
framework of self-defense,” but 
did not provide further details. 

In other violence, a booby- 
trapped car exploded outside the 
headquarters of a Turkish-allied 
militia in the border town of Tal 
Abyad, SANA and the Britain- 
based Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights reported. They 
said the blast wounded four peo- 
ple in the town, which was cap- 
tured early in Turkey’s assault. 
There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility. 

Russia’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Vershinin said 
Kurdish-led forces have begun a 
further pullback from the border 
as required under the Russian- 
Turkish accord. 

Russian military police began 
patrols on some of the border 
areas Wednesday. Later in the 
day, Russia’s defense minister 
spoke to Abdi, pledging to guar- 
antee security for civilians in the 
border zone. The Russian Defense 
Ministry said Abdi promised that 
Kurdish fighters will comply with 
the deal. 


U.S. Secretary 
for Defense 
Mark Esper, 
center, and U.S. 
Ambassador 

to NATO 

Kay Bailey 
Hutchison, left, 
arrive Thursday 
for a meeting of 
NATO defense 
ministers to 
discuss the 
invasion of 
northern Syria 
by alliance 
member 
Turkey, at NATO 
headquarters in 
Brussels. 
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Esper: Secretary urges caution with China 


FROM FRONT PAGE 


Trump has declared  vic- 
tory, saying the move is saving 
lives, but it also cedes control 
of a large swath of the border to 
Turkey, Russia and the Syrian 
government. 

Trump has agreed that 200 to 
300 U.S. troops will remain at 
the Al Tanf garrison in southern 
Syria. And Esper has said the 
US. is still discussing a plan that 
would leave another small resid- 
ual force in eastern Syria, near 
oil facilities that are under the 
control of the SDF. Those troops 


would help secure the oil from 
ISIS. 

Esper was expected to meet 
with Turkey’s defense minister, 
Hulusi Akar, at the meeting of 
NATO defense chiefs Thursday. 
In previous discussions, Esper 
and other U.S. leaders were un- 
able to convince Turkey to not 
invade Syria to push back Syrian 
Kurdish fighters whom Ankara 
considers terrorists. 

Esper’s stop in Brussels for 
the NATO meeting and speech 
caps a six-day trip that included 
his first visits as secretary to the 
two major warzones where U.S. 


troops are deployed — Iraq and 
Afghanistan. He also spent sev- 
eral days in Saudi Arabia. 

In his speech, Esper repeated 
familiar warnings about the in- 
creasing threats from China and 
Russia. He said China is trying to 
reshape the world in its favor, and 
is using its power to impact other 
nations’ economies and political 
decisions. 

Other nations, he said, must 
enter their relationships with 
China with open eyes, and be 
aware of its militarization of the 
South China Sea and ongoing 
thefts of intellectual property. 


Esper seeks help from Europe allies in Gulf 


By JoHN VANDIVER 
Stars and Stripes 


Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
said Thursday that he wants allies 
in Europe to send forces to Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf states to re- 
inforce U.S. military movements 
aimed at countering Iran. 

Esper also pushed back against 
critics who said the U.S. enabled 
Turkey’s advance into Kurdish- 
held Syria and named China’s 
ambitions as the West’s great- 
est long-term concern, during a 
wide-ranging talk at the German 
Marshall Fund in Brussels. 

Esper, who spoke hours before 
the start of high-level talks at 
NATO headquarters, said he was 
looking for “serious and cred- 
ible commitments” from allies to 
deter Iran. Military assets such 
as added air defenses are among 
the capabilities Esper wants. 

“The burden cannot be shoul- 
dered by the United States alone 
... We urge our allies in Europe to 
contribute their own support to 
deter Iranian aggression,” Esper 
said. 

The U.S. deployed fighter 
squadrons, an air expedition- 
ary wing and other personnel to 
Saudi Arabia recently and has 
sent other units to the region since 
May, when U.S. officials said that 
intelligence reports indicated 
Iranian threats to U.S. interests 
and personnel. 

While crises in the Middle East 
abound, including Turkey’s “un- 
warranted incursion into Syria,” 
such issues risk a “sap of resourc- 


es” and distraction from bigger 
dangers, he said. 

“There are new threats on the 
horizon that we ignore at our own 
peril,” Esper said. 

For allies in Europe, Russia has 
been the top security concern in 
recent years, but Esper warned 
that China’s economic ambitions 
outweigh the threat posed by 
Moscow. 

“China first, Russia second,” 
Esper said. And that applies not 
just to allies in the Pacific, but 
also in Europe, he said. 

Both countries, Esper said, 
want to “reshape the world” and 
undermine the “rules-based 
order” at the expense of the 
West. 

While Russia is a military 
threat, Europe must be cautious 
about locking into deals con- 
nected to China’s “One Belt, One 
Road” global trade plan that could 
put Beijing in a position to domi- 
nate and set the global agenda, 
Esper said. 

Esper also warned allies 
against making deals with Chi- 
na’s Huawei telecommunications 
company, and that if Chinese 5G 
technology becomes the norm in 
Europe it will hinder U.S. military 
cooperation on the Continent. 

“If Huawei becomes the pro- 
vider of choice [for 5G services] 
it’s going to seriously affect our 
ability to share intelligence,” 
Esper said. 

In Brussels, allied defense 
ministers are expected to agree 
to update baseline requirements 


for telecommunication security. 
They would require members 
to put in place options to restore 
systems in case of a disruption or 
outages, and to prioritize network 
access for national authorities 
during a crisis. NATO states also 
are expected to consider the risk 
of foreign ownership of telecom- 
munications systems. 

Although the longer-term 
threat posed by China has in- 
creasingly become a NATO focal 
point, defense ministers are like- 
ly to be consumed this week with 
the crisis in Syria. 

Esper on Thursday responded 
to criticism of the U.S. decision 
to pull forces from the Syrian 
border with Turkey and abandon 
Kurdish partners who helped de- 
feat and imprison Islamic State 
militants. 

Meanwhile, Esper said he sup- 
ported an idea forwarded by Ger- 
man Defense Minister Annegret 
Kramp-Karrenbauer to establish 
an international security zone in 
northern Syria, in cooperation 
with Russia. Allies are expected 
to discuss the matter during talks 
at NATO headquarters Thursday 
and Friday. 

However, if such a plan mate- 
rializes it would be a matter left 
to the Europeans to figure out, 
Esper said. 

“T think it is fine and good for 
those countries that want to step 
up,” Esper said. “We don’t intend 
on contributing ground forces to 
that operation.” 


vandiverjohn@stripes.com 
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DOD backs contractors on 
disclosure 


foreign discount 


By Tony Carpaccio 
Bloomberg 


The Pentagon and major de- 
fense contractors are opposing a 
congressional effort to force more 
complete disclosure of discounts 
that are given to foreign govern- 
ments for weapons purchases at 
the expense of U.S. taxpayers. 

A provision in the House ver- 
sion of the annual defense policy 
bill would require detailed re- 
porting whenever the Defense 
Department exempts such for- 
eign military sales from a law 
that says the buyers should pay 
a portion of initial development 
costs for the equipment they buy. 

“Tt would give Congress the in- 
formation it needs” before a sale 
is final “to safeguard taxpayer 
dollars by stopping the DOD 
from letting wealthy Gulf nations 
off the hook when it comes to the 
money they owe the U.S. for our 
valuable research and develop- 
ment,” said Rep. Jackie Speier, a 
California Democrat who serves 
on the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

The Pentagon’s Defense Se- 
curity Cooperation Agency ap- 
proved $16 billion, or 99 percent, 
of waiver requests for various 
reasons from 2012 through 2017, 
according to the Government Ac- 
countability Office. 

The provision offered by Speier 
in the defense bill (H.R. 2500) 
drew bipartisan support from Re- 
publicans including Mark Mead- 
ows, of North Carolina. 

“Our negotiators appear not to 
realize that they work for the U.S. 
taxpayer, not our affluent foreign 
partners,” Speier said. 

In a policy statement to House 
and Senate negotiators who are 
currently working to reconcile 
their versions of the annual de- 
fense authorization bill, the Pen- 
tagon said it “strongly objects” 
to the disclosure requirement 
because the provision would “sig- 
nificantly slow” the Foreign Mili- 
tary Sales process and place the 
US. at “a significant competitive 
disadvantage.” 

The provision would “require 
a report on information that is 


Avan Cazarez/U.S. Army 


The Pentagon approved a $3.5 billion loss of sale waiver in 2017 
for Saudi Arabia’s $15 billion purchase of the Terminal High Altitude 
Area Defense air defense system from Lockheed Martin. 


not available and be counterpro- 
ductive” in “regard to building 
partnerships and enhancing alli- 
ances,” according to the Defense 
Department. 

The Aerospace Industries As- 
sociation also urged rejection 
of the disclosure provision, say- 
ing in a September letter that it 
“would significantly disrupt the 
existing Foreign Military Sales 
process, increase costs for the 
defense industrial base, hinder a 
fundamental tool of U.S. foreign 
policy and erode trust with key 
partners and allies.” 

Dak Hardwick, the industry 
group’s assistant vice president 
for international affairs, said 
in an interview that “we would 
be concerned that the Congress 
would want to weigh in during the 
discussion between the U.S. gov- 
ernment and whatever country” 
was preparing to buy weapons. 
He said professionals on mili- 
tary sales in the Pentagon and 
the State Department should be 
permitted to “do all of their work, 
especially on the financial end, 
before that evaluation is done by 
the Congress.” 

Lawmakers backing the disclo- 
sure provision say the Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency’s 
most questionable rationale for 
granting a waiver is that a coun- 


try is threatening to walk away 
from a sale unless it receives a 
discount. This falls into a cat- 
egory the agency calls a potential 
“Joss of sale.” 

Over the years that the GAO 
examined in its 2018 report, the 
Pentagon approved $8.73 billion 
in such loss of sale waivers to Mid- 
dle East allies, including a $3.5 
billion waiver in 2017 for Saudi 
Arabia’s $15 billion purchase of 
the Terminal High Altitude Area 
Defense air defense system from 
Lockheed Martin. 

Saudi Arabia was granted 57 of 
those waivers totaling about $4.8 
billion, out of a total of 192 ap- 
proved during those years. 

Some of the waiver requests 
are modest in scope. 

Last year, Saudi Arabia re- 
quested loss of sales waivers of 
$65.07 each on three M240 ma- 
chine guns, $1,524 each on 713 
TOW-2B wire-guided anti-armor 
weapons, $6,600 each on 16 Hell- 
fire laser-guided air-to-ground 
missiles and $24,211 for one T- 
700 helicopter engine, according 
to Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency data. 

In late 2017, the kingdom re- 
quested a $1.82-per-weapon waiv- 
er for 159 .50-caliber machine 
guns that are part of an approved 
sale of M1A2 tanks. 


Midshipman charged 
with sexual assault 
of 3 female students 


By SELENE SAN FELICE 
The (Annapolis, Md.) Capital 


A U.S. Naval Academy mid- 
shipman is charged with break- 
ing into the sleeping quarters of 
three female midshipmen and 
sexually assaulting or attempting 
to sexually assault them on four 
occasions, according to charging 
documents. 

Third Class Midshipman Nixon 
Keago has been charged with 
sexual assault, attempted sexual 
assault, burglary and obstruction 
of justice for incidents at the An- 
napolis, Md., military school in 
February, September and Octo- 
ber 2018 and in New York in May, 
according to charging documents 
provided by the Naval Academy. 
The Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service is investigating. 

While on active duty in Febru- 
ary 2018, Keago broke into the 
dorm room of another midship- 
man and had sex with her while 
she slept, charging documents 
state. 

That happened again while he 
was on active duty on Oct. 21, 
2018, the documents state. 

The documents outline that he 
has been charged under Article 
120 of the Uniform Code of Mili- 
tary Justice, which defines differ- 
ent degrees of sexual assault and 
rape. 

In September 2018 and again 
in New York this past May, charg- 
ing documents state, Keago broke 
into the sleeping quarters of fe- 
male midshipmen and attempted 
to have sex with them while they 
slept, as the Navy Times first 
reported. 

Naval Academy Superintendent 
Vice Adm. Sean Buck approved 
the charges last month. 

Keago was charged with ob- 
struction of justice for telling 
midshipmen to lie to military 
authorities after the incidents in 
September and May, according to 
the documents. His attorney could 
not be reached for comment. 

Keago is on an unpaid leave of 
absence, Naval Academy spokes- 
woman Jenny Erickson said. 
Erickson declined to comment 
further. 

He is a chemistry major from 
Texas and served in the Marine 


Both chambers pass bill increasing POW/MIA flag use 


By Steve BEYNON 
Stars and Stripes 


WASHINGTON — A bill re- 
quiring the POW/MIA flag to be 
flown with the American flag is 
on the verge of becoming law. 

The bipartisan bill — The 
National POW/MIA Act — in- 
troduced in the Senate by Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., re- 
quires the POW/MIA flag to be 
flown with the American flag at 
certain memorials and federal 
buildings, including the White 
House and the U.S. Capitol, to 


honor unaccounted-for service- 
men and servicewomen from 
across more than 50 years of wars 
and conflicts. 

“As the sister of three veterans, 
I understand the importance of 
honoring the sacrifices of those 
who have fought courageously for 
our country,” said Warren, who is 
a presidential candidate for the 
2020 election. 

The bill passed through both 
chambers of Congress and now 
awaits President Donald Trump’s 
signature. 

“We owe it to those service 


members and their families to 
ensure that our nation never for- 
gets their sacrifices,” Sen. Pat 
Toomey, R-Pa. 

More than 81,000 American 
troops are still unaccounted for 
from conflicts since World War 
II, according to federal data. 

Under current law, the POW/ 
MIA flag is required to be dis- 
played by the federal government 
on certain prominent federal 
properties six days a year: Armed 
Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag 
Day, Independence Day, National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day and 


Veterans Day. 

“The POW/MIA Flag is rep- 
resentative of profound courage 
and sacrifice,” said Rep. Chris 
Pappas, D-N.H., who introduced 
the House version of the bill. 
“By proudly displaying this sym- 
bol outside of our federal build- 
ings, memorials, and national 
cemeteries, we are reaffirming 
our commitment to those ser- 
vice members and their fami- 
lies who have sacrificed beyond 
measure.” 


beynon.steven@stripes.com 


Third Class 
Midshipman Nixon 
Keago was charged 
with obstruction of 
justice for telling 
midshipmen to lie to 
military authorities, 
according to 
charging documents. 


Corps before joining the acad- 
emy, according to his Navy sports 
biography. He was a member of 
the soccer team in 2017, his fresh- 
man year. 

His court-martial trial is sched- 
uled for January at the Washing- 
ton Navy Yard, Erickson said. 

The Naval Academy received 
32 reports of sexual assault in the 
2017-18 school year, according to 
the Department of Defense An- 
nual Report on Sexual Harass- 
ment and Violence at the Military 
Service Academies. That’s three 
more than the previous academic 
year. 

Estimated rates also increased 
at the Naval Academy for both 
women (56% in 2018 compared 
with 51% in 2016) and men (17% 
in 2018 compared with 12% in 
2016). 
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N. Korea to US: Act ‘wise 


By Kim GaMEL 
Stars and Stripes 


SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea urged the United States 
to act “wisely” to revive nuclear 
talks by the end of the year, say- 
ing Thursday that Kim Jong Un 
maintains a “special” relationship 
with President Donald Trump. 

The statement, carried on the 
official Korean Central News 
Agency, accused U.S. policymak- 
ers of maintaining hostility to- 
ward the communist state despite 
the good relationship between the 
two leaders. 

Kim Kye Gwan, a Foreign Min- 
istry adviser and former nuclear 
envoy, expressed optimism, say- 
ing he had reported on the situ- 
ation to the North Korean leader, 
who maintained that his relation- 
ship with Trump is “special.” 


KCNA 


A North Korean official cited 
the relationship between North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, 
shown riding to Mount Paektu 
recently, and President Donald 
Trump in urging the U.S. to 
revive nuclear talks. 


“The problem is that contrary 
to the political judgment and 
intention of President Trump, 
Washington political circles and 
{North Korea] policymakers of 


the U.S. administration are hos- 
tile to [North Korea] for no rea- 
son,” Kim Kye Gwan was quoted 
as saying by KCNA. 

“There is a will, there is a way,” 
he added. “We want to see how 
wisely the U.S. will pass the end 
of the year.” 

The comments came days after 
North Korea released several 
photos of Kim Jong Un riding a 
white horse to Mount Paektu, a 
site he has frequently visited be- 
fore announcing key decisions. 

The third-generation leader 
also vowed to overcome U.S.-led 
international sanctions that have 
been imposed to punish the North 
for its nuclear weapons program. 

The highly symbolic images 
underscored the North’s grow- 
ing frustration at the diplomatic 
stalemate after summits with the 
United States and South Korea 


raised hopes for a breakthrough 
last year. 

The second U.S.-North Korean 
summit in Vietnam in February 
broke down after the Trump ad- 
ministration rejected Kim’s offer 
to dismantle the North’s main nu- 
clear facility in exchange for the 
lifting of the harshest sanctions. 

The two leaders promised dur- 
ing an impromptu meeting on 
June 30 on the Korean border to 
resume talks. But the working- 
level negotiations that took place 
in Sweden earlier this month also 
ended without agreement. 

North Korea has given the Unit- 
ed States until the end of the year 
to come up with a more flexible 
approach, warning it may resume 
long-range missile and nuclear 
tests if there’s no progress. 

Trump has dismissed a series 
of recent short-range missile and 


ly’ to renew talks 


rocket launches despite warn- 
ings from experts that the North 
is demonstrating worrisome ad- 
vances in developing weapons 
that could threaten the United 
States. 

The president also reiterated 
his respect for Kim Jong Un dur- 
ing a Cabinet meeting Monday 
that was dominated by the troop 
withdrawal from Syria and do- 
mestic scandals. 

“Something is going to be hap- 
pening with North Korea too,” 
Trump told reporters. “There’s 
some very interesting informa- 
tion on North Korea. A lot of 
things are going on.” 

He didn’t elaborate but said: 
“T like Kim. He likes me. We get 
along. I respect him. He respects 
me.” 


gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


4S. Koreans 
arrested in 
break-in at 
US complex 


By Kim Tonc-Hyune 
Associated Press 


SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea police have formally ar- 
rested four anti-American stu- 
dents who broke into the U.S. 
ambassador's residence in Seoul 
last week while protesting the 
Trump administration’s demands 
for the country to pay more to 
help cover the costs of keeping 
U.S. troops there. 

The Seoul Central District 
Court said Tuesday its judges 
granted arrest warrants for the 
four students over concerns that 
they would attempt to flee or de- 
stroy evidence. 

Judges denied warrants for 
three other students who had 
smaller roles in the protest and 
were more cooperative with the 
investigation. 

Police alsoon Tuesday searched 
the office of a Seoul-based activ- 
ist group that was supposedly in- 
volved in organizing the protest. 


‘Ann Younc-s00n/AP 


South Koreans on Tuesday protest U.S. demands that South Korea 
pay more to keep U.S. troops in the country. South Korean police 
have arrested four students for breaking into the U.S. ambassador’s 
residence in Seoul in an action related to the protests. 


Police initially detained 19 uni- 
versity students Oct. 18 at the 
residence of Ambassador Harry 
Harris after 17 of them used two 
steel ladders to climb over the 
compound’s wall and shouted 
anti-U.S. slogans before officers 
dragged them out. 

At the time of the protest, Har- 
ris was at Seoul’s presidential 
Blue House attending a reception 
hosted by President Moon Jae-in. 

The U.S. State Department ex- 


pressed “strong concern” over 
the illegal entry and urged South 
Korea to strengthen its efforts to 
protect diplomatic missions. 

The demonstrators were mem- 
bers of a leftist student group, 
which on Tuesday issued a state- 
ment denouncing the arrests over 
what it described as a “righteous 
struggle” and accused the United 
States of violating South Korea’s 
sovereignty with excessive de- 
mands on defense payments. 


South Korea has new 
lead negotiator in US 
talks on cost-sharing 


By Kim GaMeL 
Stars and Stripes 


SEOUL, South Korea — A 
former Finance Ministry offi- 
cial led South Korea’s delegation 
in the second round of defense 
cost-sharing negotiations with 
the United States this week in 
Hawaii. 

The two-day talks began 
Wednesday in Honolulu amid 
concerns that President Donald 
Trump’s demands that South 
Korea sharply increase its con- 
tribution has put a new strain 
on the alliance between the two 
countries. 

Several South Korean anti- 
American student activists broke 
into the U.S. ambassador’s resi- 
dence in Seoul last week to pro- 
test the demands for South Korea 
to pay more. Ambassador Harry 
Harris was not home at the time. 

The allies held the first round 
of talks last month as the current 
contract, known as the Special 
Measures Agreement, is due to 


expire on Dec. 31. 

South Korea has appointed a 
new top negotiator, Jeong Eun- 
bo, a veteran official with the Fi- 
nance Ministry, to lead the talks 
with State Department official 
James DeHart. 

Jeong takes over from for- 
mer diplomat Chang Won-sam, 
prompting media speculation that 
the government is seeking more 
financial expertise to counter the 
U.S. demands. 

Before leaving, Jeong prom- 
ised that South Korea will make 
a “fair and equitable” financial 
contribution to the United States. 

The two sides missed last year’s 
deadline after months of fraught 
bargaining but agreed in Febru- 
ary on a stopgap measure that 
required South Korea to pay $920 
million at the time for 2018. 

That was an 8.2% increase 
from the previous year. However, 
the contract was for only one year 
instead of the usual five years. 


gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Marine with USS Boxer accused 


By Marttuew M. Burke 
AND Aya IcHIHASHI 
Stars and Stripes 


CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa— A 
Marine stationed aboard the vis- 
iting USS Boxer was arrested this 
week and accused of assaulting 
an Okinawa bar manager. 

Sgt. Jeison Mendez, 27, is sus- 
pected of punching the bar man- 
ager in the face and chest and 
body-slamming him to the ground 
in a hallway outside the bar after 
being escorted from the premises 


about 3 am. Wednesday, Naha 
Police Station deputy chief Shige- 
nari Kinjo told Stars and Stripes 
on Thursday. Mendez is stationed 
aboard the Boxer with the 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit. 

Mendez and another Marine 
were asked to leave the unnamed 
seventh-floor establishment in 
the Asato neighborhood after 
being “loud” and “really obnox- 
ious,” Kinjo said. 

The victim, a man in his 20s 
from Naha, was not injured, he 
said. 


Following the altercation, Men- 
dez fled with his companion down 
an emergency staircase, Kinjo 
said. 

Police, who were called by wit- 
nesses, arrived quickly and inter- 
cepted the men in the staircase 
before they reached the ground 
floor. 

“The bar manager ... left the 
bar with them and waited for the 
elevator then somehow an argu- 
ment happened, and it got heat- 
ed,” Kinjo said. 

Mendez denies punching the 


of assault in Okinawa 


bar manager, Kinjo said. 

Mendez was being held at Naha 
Police Station as of Thursday. An 
assault charge was to be referred 
to the Naha District Public Pros- 
ecutors Office that day. 

“We're aware of [the incident] 
and cooperating with everyone 
on that,” said 7th Fleet spokes- 
man Lt. Joe Keiley. 

The Boxer — a Wasp-class am- 
phibious assault ship home-port- 
ed in San Diego — had arrived 
Tuesday in Okinawa for a liberty 
port call when the incident hap- 


pened, Keiley said. The ship is 
still in Okinawa. 

Over the summer, the Boxer 
deployed to the Sth Fleet’s area 
of operations amid heightened 
tensions with Iran. It arrived in 
the 7th Fleet’s area of operations 
in September and participated 
in several exercises with allied 
nations, Task Force 76 spokes- 
man Lt. Cmdr. Russ Wolfkiel said 
Thursday. 
burke.matt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel 
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American Battle Monuments Commission 


Guests check out a new visitor center that opened Sunday at the 


Manila American Cemetery. 


Manila cemetery has 
a new visitor center 


By Setu Rosson 
Stars and Stripes 


A new visitor center opened 
Sunday at the Manila Ameri- 
can Cemetery, where more than 
17,000 service members who lost 
their lives in World War II are 
interred. 

“The Manila American Cem- 
etery is the final and [hallowed] 
resting place for more than 17,000 
interred service members and 
more than 36,000 who are hon- 
ored on the Walls of the Missing,” 
the American Battle Monuments 
Commission said in a statement 
announcing the opening. 

“The new Manila Visitor Center 
tells their story, and the compel- 
ling account [of] those who fought 
and sacrificed, both Americans 
and Filipinos, for the liberation of 
the Philippines and the Pacific,” 
the statement said. 

Photographs provided by the 
commission show a modern 
building near service members’ 
graves. The building’s interior 
includes displays of artifacts and 
photographs. 

It is the commission’s first visi- 
tor center in the Pacific, officials 
said. 

The commission looks after 
the Cabanatuan American Me- 
morial and Clark Veterans Cem- 


etery in the Philippines. Other 
Pacific facilities overseen by the 
commission include the Saipan 
Memorial, the New Zealand Me- 
morial, the Midway Monument, 
the Marker at Papua New Guin- 
ea, the Guadalcanal Monument 
in the Solomon Islands and the 
Korean War Monument at Busan, 
South Korea. 

The Manila American Cem- 
etery and Memorial occupies 152 
acres and contains the largest 
number of graves of Americans 
who died serving their country in 
New Guinea and the Philippines 
during World War II, officials 
said. 

The opening of the Manila 
visitors center marked the 75th 
anniversary of Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur’s return to the Phil- 
ippines, officials said in their 
statement. 

The supreme commander for 
the Allied Powers Southwest Pa- 
cific Area had left his headquar- 
ters on the island of Corregidor on 
March 11, 1942, following Japan’s 
invasion of Luzon. 

MacArthur waded ashore on 
the Philippine island of Leyte on 
Oct. 20, 1944, fulfilling a prom- 
ise to the Philippine people to 
return. 


robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobson1 


More remains from Korea ID’d 


By Aaron Kipp 
Stars and Stripes 


The Defense POW/MIA Ac- 
counting Agency has identified 
another Korean War soldier from 
55 boxes of remains handed over 
by North Korea last year. 

Cpl. Charles H. Grubb, 21, 
of War Eagle, W.Va., was re- 
ported missing in action Dec. 1, 
1950, after his unit was attacked 
near Chosin Reservoir, accord- 
ing to a DPAA statement issued 
Wednesday. 

Grubb — who served with the 
31st Infantry Regiment, 7th In- 
fantry Division — was declared 
dead a few months later, and his 
body was never found. 

The Chosin battle of Nov. 27- 


Dec. 13, 1950, pitted some 30,000 
U.S.-led troops against a Chinese 
force of about 120,000 trying to 
prevent the allies from pushing 
north in a bid to unify the Korean 
Peninsula. Thousands were killed 
on both sides as troops engaged 
in hand-to-hand combat. Others 
perished from the bitter weather. 

The discovery was announced 
a day after the DPAA said Sgt. 
James Ernest Smith, 21, of Sedg- 
wick, Kan., had been identified 
from the same group of remains. 
Smith served with the 23rd In- 
fantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry 
Division. 

Both Grubb and Smith will be 
buried at Arlington National Cem- 
etery, according to the DPAA. 
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Information Booth 


Attention 


Federal Employees 


Open Season is November 11 through December 9, 2019. 
During this time, you can make changes to your medical, 
dental and vision plans. 


Blue Cross and Blue Shield will conduct the activities indicated 
below in Europe from October 28 through October 31, 2019. 
During this time, representatives will be available to provide 
information about 2020 rates and benefits. Please plan to 
attend if you are in the area. 


12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 


Patch Elementary School 
Media Center (Room 410) 


Information Booth 


3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 


RAMSTEIN AFB, GERMANY 


Building 2120 - Room 207/209 


Pre-Retirement Seminar 


11:00 am - 12:00 pm 


Information Booth 


12:30 pm - 2:00 pm 
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Information Booth 


3:00 pm - 4:30 pm 


AMERICAN CONSULATE FRANKFURT, 
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Room H200 


Pre-Retirement Seminar 


10:30 am - 11:30 am 
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Information Booth 


12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
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Clay Kaserne 


Building 1023E - DHR Conference Rm 


Pre-Retirement Seminar 


Information Booth 


10:30 am - 11:30 am 


12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 
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Information Booth 


3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 


U.S. EMBASSY PARIS, FRANCE 


Executive Dining Room 


Cafeteria 


Pre-Retirement Seminar 


Information Booth 


10:30 am - 11:30 am 


12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 


yay 


You do not have to be a member to attend these events. 
All federal employees are welcome. 
Retired uniformed service members, their families and 


dependents of active duty service members are also welcome. 
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Republican 
protest 
disrupts 
testimony 


By E.ise VieBEcK, RACHAEL BADE 
AND KayLa EpstTEIN 


The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — The planned im- 
peachment testimony from a Pentagon 
official responsible for Ukraine policy 
resumed Wednesday afternoon after 
several of President Donald Trump’s 
congressional allies staged a demon- 
stration against the probe and barged 
into a secure facility on Capitol Hill, 
causing a more than five-hour delay. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of De- 
fense Laura Cooper was due to speak 
at 10 a.m. in closed testimony focused 
on the mechanics of U.S. security as- 
sistance for Ukraine and fallout from 
the White House’s decision to withhold 
it for several months. But conservative 
lawmakers disrupted her session as it 
was about to begin, refusing to leave the 
secure room where impeachment wit- 
nesses have met with lawmakers. 

The demonstration marked the lat- 
est attempt by Republicans to discredit 
the probe into whether Trump ordered 
the hold on military aid to pressure 
Ukraine’s new president, Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy, into launching investigations 
that would benefit Trump politically. It 
follows explosive testimony Tuesday 
from a key U.S. diplomat, who detailed 
for impeachment investigators how he 
was told that Trump had made release 
of the aid package contingent on a pub- 
lic pledge by Zelenskiy to investigate the 
Biden family and the 2016 U.S. election, 
undercutting Trump’s repeated denials 
of a quid pro quo. 

Trump’s allies on Capitol Hill have 
sought to ease pressure on the White 
House by launching a coordinated 
messaging campaign against the Dem- 
ocratic-led inquiry, painting it as a se- 
cretive attempt to force the president 
from office. Republicans have decried 
the closed-door format for witness de- 
positions, aimed at preventing speak- 
ers from coordinating their testimony, 
and the decision to limit participation to 
members of three House committees, 
a choice consistent with congressio- 
nal leaders’ past approach to sensitive 
investigations. 

Republicans on the three panels — 
the Intelligence, Oversight and Foreign 
Affairs committees — have been per- 
mitted to attend the depositions and ask 
questions. Some of those who barged 
in ahead of Cooper’s testimony are not 
members of those committees. 

Democrats have said they will open 
the process for public hearings in a 
matter of weeks after the initial stage 
of their investigation concludes. On 
Wednesday, the three Democratic 
chairmen leading the impeachment 
inquiry sent a letter to the State De- 
partment with a fresh demand for doc- 
uments already subpoenaed that have 
not been turned over. 

It was not immediately clear how the 
standoff at the Capitol was resolved. 
Democrats debated asking the Capitol 
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House Republicans gather for a news conference Wednesday after Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense Laura Cooper arrived to testify as part of 

the House impeachment inquiry into President Donald Trump. Several GOP 
lawmakers entered the secure room in protest of the closed-door proceedings. 


Police to physically remove the GOP 
members but decided against it, fear- 
ing that such a dramatic move would 
play into Republicans’ hands, several 
lawmakers said. 

At least 20 Republicans continued to 
occupy the room — called a SCIF, short 
for Sensitive Compartmented Informa- 
tion Facility — around 1:45 p.m., GOP 
aides said. A large number exited just 
after 2 p.m. to attend votes. 

As their protest entered its fifth hour 
on Wednesday, supporters gave no indi- 
cation that the effort was close to over. 
The members “plan to stay there until 
we have a more open and transpar- 
ent and fair process,” said Rep. Mark 
Meadows, R-N.C., a prominent conser- 
vative lawmaker and close ally of the 
president. 

The demonstration was led by Rep. 
Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., one day after mem- 
bers ofthe conservative House Freedom 
Caucus met with Trump at the White 
House. The president urged the group 
— his steadfast allies — to be “tough” 
because Democrats are “fighting dirty 
and have been fighting dirty” and that 
“maybe it’s time to take the gloves off,” 
according to Rep. Scott DesJarlais, R- 
Tenn., who attended. 

A senior GOP aide said Wednesday 
that the protest had the blessing of 
House Minority Leader Kevin McCar- 
thy, R-Calif., and was originally sched- 
uled for last week, before the death 
of Rep. Elijah E. Cummings, D-Md., 
caused the group to change its plans. 
Cummings was chairman of the House 
Oversight Committee. 

The standoff brought unexpected 
drama to a day which lawmakers ex- 
pected to be fairly quiet. 

Before Cooper’s testimony was to 
begin, about two dozen conservative 
Republican members led by Gaetz 
gathered near the deposition room to 
protest what they described as Demo- 
crats’ secretive approach to the inquiry. 
Several accused Democratic leaders of 
trying to undo the 2016 election result, 
rallying behind a talking point promot- 
ed by House GOP leaders. 

“If behind those doors, they intend 


to overturn the result of an Ameri- 
can presidential election, we want to 
know what’s going on,” Gaetz said, ac- 
cusing Democrats of being “obsessed 
with attacking a president who we be- 
lieve has not done anything to deserve 
impeachment.” 

The group walked into the restricted 
area en masse, and chants of “let us in” 
were heard from outside. 

A shouting match ensued between 
Rep. Louie Gohmert, R-Texas, and 
some Democrats in the room, accord- 
ing to Rep. Gerald Connolly, D-Va., who 
witnessed the scene. 

At one point, Rep. K. Michael Con- 
away, R-Texas, a senior member of the 
House Intelligence Committee, started 
to collect the Republicans’ phones, ap- 
pearing to realize having the electron- 
ics there was a bad idea, Connolly said. 

Minutes after entering, several mem- 
bers of the group who do not sit on com- 
mittees involved in the inquiry walked 
out, saying they were barred from the 
room. 

The demonstration was the second 
attempt by noncommittee Republicans 
to gain access in two weeks. 

“They refused us once again,” said 
Rep. Debbie Lesko, R-Ariz. “This is an 
outrage.” 

Theprotest caused House Intelligence 
Committee Chairman Adam Schiff, D- 
Calif., to consult the House Sergeant at 
Arms about how to proceed, according 
to one Democratic lawmaker who wit- 
nessed the scene. Several protesting 
members had apparently tweeted from 
inside the SCIF, a security breach as 
cellphones are prohibited inside. The 
area is tightly restricted to allow law- 
makers to review sensitive material 
without the risk of surveillance. 

“Reporting from Adam B. Schiff’s 
secret chamber,” Rep. Andy Biggs, 
R-Ariz., wrote on Twitter just before 
noon. Biggs stated that about 15 Re- 
publican lawmakers remained in the 
SCIF at that time. Other lawmakers 
who posted to Twitter later sought to 
clarify that they had transmitted their 
tweets to staff, who in turn posted the 
comments on social media. 


GOP cautious in 
support of Trump 
amid revelations 


By ALAN FRAM AND ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — They pleaded ignorance, say- 
ing they’d not read the diplomat’s damning state- 
ment. They condemned the Democrats’ tactics as 
unfair. They complained that the allegations against 
President Donald Trump rested on second- or third- 
hand evidence. 

Wednesday was a day of careful counterargument 
by congressional Republicans, the day after Ameri- 
ca’s top envoy in Ukraine gave House impeachment 
investigators an explosive, detailed road map of 
Trump’s drive to squeeze that country’s leaders for 
damaging information about his Democratic politi- 
cal rivals. 

Most Republicans were still standing by Trump 
but in delicately calibrated ways after Tuesday’s 
closed-door testimony by acting ambassador Wil- 
liam Taylor. As lawmakers struggled to balance sup- 
port for Trump with uncertainty over what might 
still emerge, some were willing to acknowledge the 
strains they were facing. 

Asked if Taylor’s testimony was a rough day for 
the White House and Republicans, No. 2 Senate GOP 
leader John Thune of South Dakota said, “Probably 
one of many.” 

“Obviously, we have a lot of incoming right now,” 
Thune said. “That’s the nature of the beast.” 

White House officials, who have been treating uni- 
fied Republican support for Trump as a given, have 
grown increasingly fearful of defections in a poten- 
tial impeachment vote by the Democratic House and 
even in an eventual trial in the Republican Senate. 

While officials don’t believe there will be enough 
votes to remove the Republican president, as Dem- 
ocrats hope, the West Wing believes more must be 
done to shore up party support to avoid embarrass- 
ment and genuine political peril. 

Some Trump allies also believe the White House 
must directly address the increasingly troubling rev- 
elations. They note that as more Trump appointees 
offer disparaging information to Congress, he will 
have increasing difficulty arguing simply that he is 
the target of a new “witch hunt.” 

Several of these concerned supporters spoke on 
the condition of anonymity to discuss the growing 
private worries. 

White House officials said they have added a 
regular call with select GOP lawmakers to discuss 
impeachment strategy, plus more meetings with Re- 
publicans. They said communications teams from 
the White House and Congress coordinate three 
times a week with phone calls. 

But there still are complaints from Capitol Hill 
about a lack of a sophisticated messaging strategy. 

Two GOP aides, speaking on the condition of ano- 
nymity to discuss internal tactics, said White House 
coordination has been insufficient. They cited a lack 
of daily emails or White House briefings of reporters 
from which lawmakers could take a daily messaging 
cue. 

Via tweet, Trump has asserted that witnesses 
haven’t said the Ukrainians were aware that military 
aid was being withheld, thus clearing him of accusa- 
tions that he was insisting on a trade-off for political 
dirt. However, The Associated Press and others have 
reported that Ukrainian leaders were indeed aware of 
the threat of losing aid that Ukraine needed to coun- 
ter Russian military efforts. Closed-door testimony 
has shown that new Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy was worried that a White House meeting 
he desired with Trump was in jeopardy. 

Trump lashed out Wednesday at critical mem- 
bers of his own party, tweeting, “Never Trumper 
Republicans” are “in certain ways worse and more 
dangerous for our Country than the Do Nothing 
Democrats.” 

“They are human scum!” he fumed. 

Reports of Taylor’s testimony led most newscasts, 
websites and newspapers late Tuesday and Wednes- 
day. But underscoring the desire of Republicans to 
avoid focusing on the allegations about Trump’s ac- 
tions, many asserted ignorance of what Taylor had 
said. 
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Dems’ attempt to 


overturn 


Trump 


tax rule rejected 


By ANDREW TAyLoR 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Senate 
on Wednesday rejected a Demo- 
cratic attempt to give relief to 
people hit hardest by limits on 
how much of their state and local 
tax bill they can deduct from fed- 
eral taxes. 

The regulations were a key part 
of the GOP’s 2017 tax code over- 
haul, limiting the deduction per- 
mitted for state and local taxes to 
$10,000. 

Republicans — enthusiastically 
defeated the Democratic move on 
a 52-43, mostly party-line vote. 

The state and local tax, or 
SALT, provision was a major rev- 
enue-raising piece of the 2017 
law, permitting that measure’s 
GOP architects to lower taxes 
elsewhere in the code. But it 
caused an uproar and cemented 
strong Democratic opposition to 
the measure since capping the 
SALT deduction was seen in part 
as an assault on so-called blue 
states with high concentrations of 
upper-bracket taxpayers. 

Republicans from New Jer- 


sey were among those who paid 
a steep political price, losing 
ground in wealthier suburbs. 

“It’s hurt so many people in 
New York who are middle class, 
not wealthy, and in suburbs 
throughout the country,” said top 
Senate Democrat Chuck Schum- 
er, of New York. “And, by the way, 
it’s probably one of the major rea- 
sons the House flipped from Re- 
publican to Democrat. So many of 
those districts in New Jersey and 
California, New York and Penn- 
sylvania were affected by this cap 
and people rebelled.” 

Some high-tax states like New 
York and California had tried to 
create workarounds for taxpay- 
ers, including creating charitable 
funds that taxpayers could con- 
tribute to in exchange for a state 
tax credit. The idea was that peo- 
ple could still deduct their chari- 
table contributions from their 
income for federal tax purposes. 

In June, the IRS enacted a rule 
prohibiting those workarounds. 
The Democratic plan would have 
overturned that rule. 

Republicans said the Demo- 


Curr Owen/AP 


Abid by Senate Democrats, led by Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., above, to overturn a provision in the 
2017 tax law limiting state and local tax deductions, was rejected by the Senate on Wednesday. 


crats’ failed measure would have 
overwhelmingly benefited higher 
income taxpayers. 

“Repealing the SALT cap would 
give millionaires an average tax 
cut of $60,000. Meanwhile, the 
average tax cut for taxpayers 
earning between $50,000 and 
$100,000 would be less than $10,” 
said Majority Leader Mitch Mc- 


Connell, R-Ky. “The middle-class 
Kentuckians I represent have 
zero interest in cross-subsidiz- 
ing the tax bills of millionaires 
who live in Brooklyn and the Bay 
Area.” 

One Democrat opposed the 
move to lift the SALT cap. 

“The vast majority of the ben- 
efits of repealing the SALT cap 


would go to high-income Ameri- 
cans,” said Sen. Michael Bennet, 
D-Colo., one of the Senate’s few 
remaining Democratic deficit 
hawks. “Repeal would be ex- 
tremely costly, and for that same 
cost, we could advance much 
more worthy efforts to help work- 
ing and middle-class families all 
over the country.” 


Probe set 
in claim of 
affair with 
a Staffer 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The House 
Ethics Committee on Wednesday 
opened an investigation into Rep. 
Katie Hill after a conservative 
website published unsubstanti- 
ated accusations that she had 
an improper relationship with a 
staffer. 

The bipartisan leadership of 
the Ethics panel announced the 
probe of the freshman Califor- 
nia Democrat, noting “public al- 
legations” that Hill “may have 
engaged in a sexual relationship 
with an individual on her con- 
gressional staff.” 

The panel noted thatitis casting 
no judgment on the validity of the 
charges, which were based in the 
report on anonymous sources. 

Lawmakers have come under 
intense criticism for being slow 
to update Capitol Hill’s rules on 
sexual harassment but finally 
passed an ethics change last year 
that, among other steps, banned 
lawmakers from having sexual 
relationships with staff aides. 

In a statement Tuesday, Hill 


Rep. Katie Hill 


denied having had an affair with 
her legislative director. 

She asked U.S. Capitol Police 
for an investigation into intimate 
photos she said were posted on- 
line without her consent. 

On Wednesday, Hill confirmed 
that she had an affair with a cam- 
paign staffer — a separate rela- 
tionship and not the focus of the 
Ethics panel. 

“During the final tumultuous 
years of my abusive marriage, I 
became involved in a relationship 
with someone on my campaign. 

“T know that even a consensual 
relationship with a subordinate is 
inappropriate, but I still allowed it 
to happen despite my better judg- 
ment,” Hill wrote in a statement. 

Hill, who identifies as bisexual 
and is going through a divorce, 
said her husband “seems deter- 
mined to try to humiliate me. I 
am disgusted that my opponents 
would seek to exploit such a pri- 
vate matter for political gain.” 


Trump administration seeks to block 
Calif. as leader on global climate change 


By ELLen KNICKMEYER 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration on Wednesday 
moved to topple California as 
a leading voice against climate 
change, charging in a federal 
lawsuit that the state exceeded its 
constitutional authority by join- 
ing with a Canadian province in 
a program to cut climate-damag- 
ing fossil fuel emissions. 

In addition to adding to a long 
list of lawsuits pitting California 
and other Democratic-led states 
against the Trump administra- 
tion over proposed federal en- 
vironmental rollbacks, the new 
lawsuit raises constitutional 
questions about whether Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s inaction 
on climate change amounts to an 
international and domestic policy 
that states must follow, constitu- 
tional experts say. 

Wednesday’s lawsuit serves as 
“Exhibit A in the challenges that 
states face in addressing climate 
change on their own,” when “this 
administration doesn’t want to do 
anything” on the problem, said 
Cary Coglianese, professor at the 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School. 

The complaint, filed in Cali- 
fornia federal court, names 


Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom 
and others. It alleges California 
usurped federal power to conduct 
foreign policy and make interna- 
tional accords when it signed an 
ongoing agreement with Quebec 
to limit emissions through a so- 
called cap and trade program. 

Former Republican Gov. Ar- 
nold Schwarzenegger started the 
program, which lets businesses 
pay to buy pollution credits, in 
2006. Quebec signed on about a 
decade later. 

California “veered outside its 
proper constitutional lane” by 
signing an international accord, 
Assistant U.S. Attorney General 
Jeffrey Bossert Clark said in a 
statement. 

Newsom said Wednesday that 
the administration was “continu- 
ing its political vendetta against 
California, our climate policies 
and the health of our communi- 
ties.” Mary Nichols, head of the 
state’s air board, promised to 
“vigorously defend” the state’s 
cap and trade program in court. 

Trump mocks the science of 
climate change, and calls for 
reviving the sagging U.S. coal 
industry and expanding the coun- 
try’s oil and gas boom. As one of 
the first acts of his presidency, he 
declared his intention to pull out 
of the Paris climate accord. 


Dozens of states and hundreds 
of cities since then have joined 
in alliances supporting the Paris 
climate accord, with names such 
as “We are Still In.” 

California and other states have 
filed dozens of legal challenges to 
administration rollbacks of envi- 
ronmental regulations and laws. 
Tensions between Newsom and 
the administration escalated this 
year when Trump tried to compel 
California to join in his proposal 
to relax Obama-era mileage stan- 
dards for passenger vehicles. 

The Justice Department in 
August announced it was open- 
ing an anti-trust probe of four 
automakers that agreed to fol- 
low California’s tougher mileage 
standards. Other administration 
moves against California since 
then include threatening the state 
with loss of highway funding over 
its air pollution. 

While states and environmen- 
tal groups have won many of 
their legal challenges to Trump 
rollbacks, three constitutional 
law experts said Wednesday 
that the administration may get 
federal judges’ attention with its 
complaints about California’s ef- 
forts to remain an international 
climate leader. 
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Trump flush as 


GOP incumbents 
behind in funds 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump is raising record 
amounts of cash for his 2020 re- 
election. But that fundraising 
might isn’t spilling over to the 
most vulnerable Republicans 
fighting to hold onto their seats in 
anarrowly divided Senate. 

During the third quarter, for- 
mer astronaut Mark Kelly took 
in $2.5 million more than Re- 
publican Sen. Martha McSally in 
Arizona. In Maine, state House 
Speaker Sara Gideon bested 
longtime Republican Sen. Susan 
Collins by over $1 million. And in 
Colorado, Cory Gardner, who led 
Senate Republicans’ campaign 
arm in 2018, barely outraised 
former Gov. John Hickenlooper, 
who had been in the race just five 
weeks before the quarter ended. 

The trouble for Republicans 
extends to states where they’re 
supposed to be on firmer ground. 
Towa Sen. Joni Ernst didn’t crack 
$1 million and was outraised 
by the leading Democrat. North 
Carolina Sen. Thom Tillis nar- 
rowly outraised Democrat Cal 
Cunningham but is also facing a 
primary challenge from the right 
that has forced him to spend mil- 


lions in early TV and radio ads. 

The lagging numbers suggest 
much of the enthusiasm among 
the GOP base is focused on Trump 
and doesn’t necessarily translate 
to Republicans running for other 
offices. Democrats, meanwhile, 
are paying close attention to races 
across the board, including the 
House, Senate and presidency, 
fueling them with small-dollar 
donations that Republicans have 
struggled to counter. 

Fundraising prowess isn’t al- 
ways an indicator of who will win. 
But the dynamic could compli- 
cate the GOP’s effort to maintain 
its 53-47 grip on the Senate. 

This should serve as a “real 
wakeup call,” said Scott Reed, a 
senior political strategist for the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, a 
group that has long been allied 
with Senate Republicans. The 
“ongoing Trump drama” over 
impeachment and other issues 
“drowns out all the political news 
back home every single night,” 
making it difficult for GOP can- 
didates to get their message out, 
Reed said. 

But the challenges facing 
Republicans have mounted in 
recent weeks as the Democratic- 
controlled House pursues an im- 


Anprew Harnix/AP 


Sen. Martha McSally, R-Ariz., took in $2.5 million less than her 
Democratic rival during the third quarter of fundraising this year. 


peachment inquiry. Republicans 
seeking reelection have often 
been barraged with uncomfort- 
able questions about Trump’s 
conduct. The pressure will only 
grow if the Senate holds an im- 
peachment trial, forcing Repub- 
licans to decide whether Trump 
should be removed from office. 

“Republicans are going to 
struggle with fundraising and 
messaging if the only thing 
they can talk about is President 
Trump,” said Jonathan Kott, who 
was a senior adviser to Sen. Joe 
Manchin, a West Virginia Demo- 
crat, during his successful 2018 
reelection bid. “What we found is 
no matter how popular the presi- 
dent is, you have to stand up to 
him when it’s good for your state. 
Democratic senators are finding 
away to do that. Republican sena- 
tors aren't.” 

Democrats also have a small- 


dollar cash advantage. 

Despite an organized push, 
Republicans have yet to develop 
an online fundraising behemoth 
rivaling ActBlue, the Democrats’ 
donation platform, which enables 
donors across the country to di- 
rect a contribution of $1, $5 or 
any amount up to $2,800 with a 
few taps on a smartphone. 

“Democrats over the last sev- 
eral years have formulated a 
culture among the activist class 
where every time they are moti- 
vated by content or a candidate 
they contribute five bucks,” said 
Josh Holmes, an adviser to Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon- 
nell, who is running for reelection 
in Kentucky and was outraised 
almost 5-to-1 last quarter even 
though the state isn’t considered a 
battleground. “Republicans have 
made strides, but we still have a 
long way to go.” 


Biden: President has ‘no idea’ 
about working-class struggles 


Associated Press 


SCRANTON, Pa. — Joe Biden 
cast President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday as a fraudulent popu- 
list whose tax policies, economic 
stewardship and erratic leader- 
ship have hurt U.S. workers and 
betrayed voters in the critical bat- 
tleground state of Pennsylvania. 

After scrapping with fellow 
Democrats for weeks, Biden re- 
turned to his hometown of Scran- 
ton to focus on his ultimate foe: 
Trump. The former vice president 
sought to dent Trump’s argument 
that regardless of what working 
people may think about him per- 
sonally, the actions of his admin- 
istration have helped them. 

“This administration has no 
idea what hard-working, decent, 
ordinary Americans are going 
through,” Biden said of middle- 
class struggle in a growing but 
uneven economy. 

“Go back to your old neighbor- 
hoods and ask them how they’re 
doing,” Biden said, lamenting 
that the rising cost of health care, 
college and housing deny the 
“breathing room” that should de- 


fine middle-class security. “Too 
many middle-class and working- 
class folks can’t look their kids 
in the eye any longer and say it’s 
going to be OK and mean it.” 

Trump appeared later in the 
day in Pittsburgh, at the opposite 
end of the state, but made no men- 
tion of Biden. 

The Biden speech, which was 
billed as an economic policy ad- 
dress, is the type of forum where 
he often has his strongest mo- 
ments in a campaign that has con- 
tended with verbal missteps and 
inconsistent debate performanc- 
es. But it’s becoming increasingly 
difficult for Biden or any other 
Democratic White House hope- 
fuls to compete with the daily ca- 
cophony of Washington as Trump 
rails against the House impeach- 
ment inquiry. 

Biden was reminded of that on 
the eve of his speech. On the same 
day that a top U.S. diplomat of- 
fered damning testimony against 
the president, Trump scrambled 
the conversation by saying Dem- 
ocrats are effectively “lynching” 
him. 

When Biden’s campaign joined 


the resulting chorus of critics, the 
president’s reelection campaign 
revived a 1998 video of then-Sen. 
Biden using the same “lynching” 
metaphor when discussing im- 
peachment proceedings against 
President Bill Clinton. Biden 
tweeted an apology for his choice 
of words Tuesday night, but made 
no mention of the matter Wednes- 
day in Scranton. 

Instead, he highlighted his 
plans on repealing Republican 
tax cuts, taking action on climate 
change, strengthening gun regu- 
lations, spending more on educa- 
tion and expanding government 
health insurance. 

The visit is an early effort to 
block a Trump victory in Penn- 
sylvania next year. The president 
won the state by about 44,000 
votes in 2016, taking a state that 
had sided with Democrats in 
presidential races since 1988. 
Reclaiming Pennsylvania, along 
with Michigan and Wisconsin, 
would put the eventual Demo- 
cratic nominee on track to win- 
ning the White House. 

Biden argues that he’s best 
positioned to defeat Trump by 
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In a campaign stop Wednesday 
in Scranton, Pa., Democratic 
candidate Joe Biden 

attacked President Donald 
Trump's argument that his 
administration’s actions have 
helped the working class. 


reassembling President Barack 
Obama’s winning coalition to re- 
claim some working-class whites 
who sided with Trump while also 
reversing Democrats’ decline 
from 2012 among nonwhite voters 
in cities like Philadelphia, Detroit 
and Milwaukee. 


Most states 
not giving 

US agency 
driver data 


Associated Press 


ORLANDO, Fla. — An effort 
by the U.S. Census Bureau to 
collect state driver’s license re- 
cords as part of President Donald 
Trump’s order to gather citizen- 
ship information has been a bust 
so far. 

As of Wednesday, the vast ma- 
jority of state motor vehicle agen- 
cies had not agreed to share their 
records with the bureau, accord- 
ing to an Associated Press sur- 
vey of the 50 states. The effort 
over the past couple of months 
has alarmed civil rights groups, 
which see it as part of a backdoor 
move by the Trump administra- 
tion to reduce the political power 
of minorities. 

In August, the bureau began 
requesting five years’ worth of 
driver’s license records, promis- 
ing the information would be kept 
confidential. The effort began 
after the U.S. Supreme Court 
rejected the Trump administra- 
tion’s plan to add a citizenship 
question to the 2020 census and 
the president instead ordered cit- 
izenship data compiled through 
federal and state administrative 
records. 

At least 13 states have refused 
to share the driver’s license data, 
17 are still deciding what to do, 
and 17 haven’t yet received a re- 
quest, according to the AP sur- 
vey. Three states didn’t respond to 
multiple AP queries. Republican 
and Democratic states alike have 
said no, citing privacy concerns 
and prohibitions in state law. 

“Philosophically, we believe 
the information in the database 
doesn’t belong to us. It belongs 
to the people who it pertains to,” 
Maine Secretary of State Mat- 
thew Dunlap said. “It’s not ours 
to give away.” 

Two of the biggest states, Cali- 
fornia and New York, haven’t 
received requests yet. Three 
more of the top five most popu- 
lous states — Texas, Florida and 
Pennsylvania — are deciding 
how to respond. 

Census Bureau officials had no 
immediate comment. 

Many states got calls or emails 
similar to one from a Census Bu- 
reau official asking an Arkansas 
Driver Services official if she had 
time to discuss the bureau’s “new 
and exciting project.” 

Scott Hardin, a spokesman for 
the Arkansas agency, said, “We 
are currently working to deter- 
mine whether the requested in- 
formation is eligible for release.” 

In issuing driver’s licenses, 
most states require documents 
such as a birth certificate that 
would reflect citizenship or re- 
quire that recipients be either 
citizens or in the U.S. legally. 

The Census Bureau said in its 
requests that the driver’s license 
records would be used, in part, to 
help build a statistical model for 
calculating the number of citizens 
and noncitizens in the U.S. 
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Fire erupts in Calif. amid more blackouts 


By JocELyN GECKER 
AND NoAH BERGER 
Associated Press 


GEYSERVILLE, Calif. — A 
Northern California wildfire ex- 
ploded in size early Thursday 
as dangerously windy weather 
prompted the state’s largest util- 
ity to impose electrical black- 
outs in an effort to prevent fire 
catastrophes. 

Authorities ordered all 900 res- 
idents of the community of Gey- 
serville to evacuate after the fire 
in the Sonoma County wine re- 
gion north of San Francisco grew 
to more than 15 square miles. An 
Associated Press photographer 
saw three homes destroyed in the 
Jimtown area. 

There were no reports of inju- 
ries and no immediate informa- 
tion about what caused the fire, 
but wildfire risk was extremely 
high as humidity levels plunged 
and winds gusted up to 70 mph. 

The Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
utility on Wednesday began roll- 
ing blackouts stretching from the 
Sierra foothills in the northeast to 
portions of the San Francisco Bay 
Area in a bid to keep the electri- 
cal grid from causing fires due to 
wind that can send power lines 
toppling, starting fires. 

The blackouts affected a 
half-million people — or nearly 
180,000 customers — in 15 coun- 
ties, and PG&E warned that a 
second round of outages could 
occur over the weekend when 
winds were forecast to return. 

Hot and dry Santa Ana winds 
were expected to hit Southern 
California on Thursday, and the 
Southern California Edison utility 
warned that it might cut power to 
about 308,000 customers — per- 
haps 750,000 people — depending 
on the forecast. 

The San Diego Gas & Electric 
utility warned of power shutoffs 


Noa Bercer/AP 


Flames consume a home as a wildfire tears through the Jimtown area of Sonoma County, Calif., on 


Thursday. 


to about 24,000 customers. 

The utilities have said the pre- 
cautionary blackouts are designed 
to keep winds that could gust to 
60 mph or more from knocking 
branches into power lines or top- 
pling them, sparking wildfires. 

Electrical equipment was 
blamed for setting several fires 
in recent years that killed scores 
of people and burned thousands 
of homes. 

“We understand the hardship 


caused by these shutoffs,” PG&E 
CEO Bill Johnson said. “But we 
also understand the heartbreak 
and devastation caused by cata- 
strophic wildfires.” 

The latest outage comes two 
weeks after PG&E shut down the 
power for several days to about 
2 million people in northern and 
central California. 

The current outages will last 
about 48 hours, the utility said. 
But its seven-day forecast shows 


a likelihood of another planned 
blackout across a much larger 
area. The timing wasn’t clear, but 
it could start as early as Saturday 
when even heavier winds are ex- 
pected to move through. 

“This could be the strongest 
wind event of the season, unfor- 
tunately,” PG&E meteorologist 
Scott Strenfel said. 

Strenfel called the current 
wind event a “California-wide 
phenomenon.” 


The small city of Calistoga, in 
the Napa Valley, known for its hot 
springs and wineries, was among 
those hit by Wednesday’s outage. 

“It’s very frustrating,” said 
Michael Dunsford, owner of the 
18-room Calistoga Inn, which has 
rented two powerful generators 
for the month at a cost of $5,000. 
Like many, he felt the outages 
need to be better managed, better 
targeted and less expansive. 

“Right now, we have no wind. 
Zero. I don’t even see a single leaf 
blowing. Did they really have to 
cut the power right now?” he said, 
shortly after the lights went out 
and he revved up the generators. 
“When the wind picks up to 40 
mph maybe that’s a good time to 
close the power. 

“They're not appreciating 
enough the impact this has on ev- 
erybody,” he said about PG&E. 

Some of the frustration was 
being taken out on PG&E employ- 
ees, the company’s CEO said. 

Johnson said a PG&E employee 
was the target of what appeared 
to be a deliberate attack in Glenn 
County. He said a projectile that 
may have come from a pellet gun 
hit the employee’s front window. 
The employee wasn’t hurt. 

“There is no justification for 
this sort of violence,’ Johnson 
said. “Wherever you see crews 
they are there to help you.” 

Sonoma County Supervisor 
James Gore said PG&E was bet- 
ter this time about getting in- 
formation to people who would 
be affected, but he was still as- 
tonished by the need to resort to 
large-scale blackouts. 

“T am a big believer in shut- 
downs to prevent fires. But the 
thing that erodes public trust is 
when it doesn’t make sense,” he 
said. “You say, ‘God, I know if we 
can put a man on the moon ... we 
can manage a (power) grid.’” 


Actress sues Weinstein over plot 


Los Angeles Times 


LOS ANGELES — Actress 
Rose McGowan on Wednesday 
filed a lawsuit against Harvey 
Weinstein and his team of high- 
powered lawyers and covert in- 
vestigators, accusing them of 
carrying out a plot to discredit 
and silence her. 

The 72-page complaint, filed in 
US. District Court in Los Ange- 
les, adds to the already extensive 
legal troubles for the disgraced 
former film producer, who faces 
charges of rape and other sex 
crimes in New York stemming 
from years of abuse he allegedly 
carried out as one of Hollywood’s 
most powerful figures. 

Along with Weinstein, the law- 
suit names Weinstein attorneys 
David Boies and Lisa Bloom and 
Black Cube, a private investiga- 
tion business allegedly hired to 
dig up dirt on McGowan. 

“Harvey Weinstein was able 
to perpetrate and cover up de- 
cades of violence and control over 


women because he had a sophis- 
ticated team working on his be- 
half to systematically silence and 
discredit his victims,’ McGowan 
said in a statement. “My life was 
upended by their actions.” 

The lawsuit focuses largely 
on a series of events in 2017 as 
McGowan prepared to publish a 
memoir, in which she says Wein- 
stein raped her in 1997. Weinstein 
has denied the allegation. 

Determined to learn what 
McGowan planned to write and 
to stop her from publishing the 
book, Weinstein leaned on Boies 
and, later, Bloom for help, the 
lawsuit alleges. Boies’ law firm, 
in turn, hired Black Cube, a se- 
cretive business run by former 
Israeli intelligence agents, the 
lawsuit alleges. 

Lawyers for Weinstein and 
Bloom disputed the allegations. 
Others named in the lawsuit did 
not respond to requests for com- 
ment or could not be reached. 

“Once and for all, Rose Mc- 


Gowan will be shown to be what 
she is: a publicity seeker looking 
for money,” Phyllis Kupferstein, 
Weinstein’s civil attorney, said in 
a statement. “From the moment 
she sought a multimillion-dollar 
payout in return for not making 
these baseless allegations, which 
we rejected, we knew that she was 
waiting for an opportune time to 
begin this. We will demonstrate 
that this case has no legal merit.” 

Along with firsthand encoun- 
ters McGowan had with alleged 
Black Cube operatives who posed 
as allies to earn her trust, much 
of the lawsuit is based on infor- 
mation reported by New Yorker 
reporter Ronan Farrow and New 
York Times reporters Jodi Kantor 
and Megan Twohey. In a series of 
articles and books, the reporters 
detailed the abuse many women 
say they suffered at the hands of 
Weinstein and other men, as well 
as the increasingly desperate ef- 
forts by Weinstein to keep his ac- 
cusers quiet. 


Tropical storm eases 
‘flash drought’ in South 


Associated Press 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A 
fast-developing “flash drought” 
that threatened crops and helped 
spark wildfires across the South 
is showing the first real improve- 
ment in weeks, according to a 
new report Thursday. 

The latest assessment from the 
National Drought Mitigation Cen- 
ter said more than a quarter of 
the Southeast was drought-free, 
an improvement of more than 10 
percentage points in a week. 

As much as 5 inches of rain 
from Tropical Storm Nestor 
helped douse the drought. 

Meanwhile, forecasters said 
additional heavy rains could in- 
undate the region this weekend. 

More than 100 high schools in 
at least seven states moved up 
football games a day because of a 
rainy forecast for Friday night. 

More than 25 million people 


are still affected by arid condi- 
tions in the Southeast, with much 
of eastern Alabama, northern 
Georgia and western South Caro- 
lina far too dry. 

Georgia officials have asked 
for water conservation measures 
in 103 counties, and forecasters 
said ponds, fields and trees are 
still drying up in the state. Mil- 
lions more are living in drought- 
plagued areas in Texas and the 
Southwest. 

But officials lifted a statewide 
fire alert this week after scat- 
tered rains in Alabama, where 
about 720 fires burned more than 
8,200 acres in September and 
October. Some stream levels are 
headed up. 

An Agriculture Department 
report showed some crops doing 
better in South Carolina, although 
farm conditions across the region 
are generally poorer than in re- 
cent years. 
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Poll: Many Americans unhappy with their jobs 


By READE PICKERT 
Bloomberg 


The economy has added millions of jobs 
and pay gains have accelerated in recent 
years, but Americans aren’t crazy about 
their work. 

A poll released Wednesday showed just 
40% of employed Americans say they’re in 
good jobs, compared with 44% in mediocre 
jobs and 16% in bad jobs. 

How respondents ranked the quality 
of their job had a strong correlation with 
their quality of life. Seventy-nine percent 
of workers in good jobs report a high qual- 
ity of life, compared with only a third of 
those in bad jobs. 

The Gallup survey asked 6,633 work- 
ing adults to assess their current job on 10 
dimensions of job quality such as benefits, 
pay and job security. More important as- 
pects, as ranked by the respondent, were 


weighted more heavily in the final 5-point 
score. A good job is a score of 4 or above. A 
bad job reflects a score at or below 3. 

About two-thirds of those making 
$143,000 or more a year —in the top 10% of 
incomes — categorized their job as “good,” 
while less than a third of those making less 
than $24,000 said the same. 

Overall, just about half of workers are 
satisfied with their current pay, but that 
differs greatly by income. Eighty-nine per- 
cent of those in the top 10% income bracket 
were satisfied with their level of pay. That 
compares with less than half of that for 
those with incomes in the bottom half. 

Fewer than two-thirds of respondents 
said their pay has increased in the last five 
years, further underscoring how the record 
long expansion has been uneven across in- 
come levels. Federal Reserve Chairman 
Jerome Powell has emphasized the need to 
sustain the economy’s growth so “that the 


strong job market reaches more of those 
left behind.” 

As the labor market has tightened, com- 
panies have complained about a lack of 
qualified workers, and job postings cur- 
rently exceed the number of unemployed 
Americans. 

Yet no more than 37% saw an improve- 
ment in any single aspect of work besides 
pay over the last five years, according to 
the report, which was funded by the Lumi- 
na Foundation, the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation and the Omidyar Network. 

About a fourth of Americans saw an 
improvement in their employee benefits, 
while only a third were enjoying their day- 
to-day work more. 

Looking across demographics, the study 
found race, ethnicity and gender to be 
strongly correlated with job quality. 

Black women were most likely to say 
they work in bad jobs, at 31%. White non- 


Hispanic men, followed by white non- 
Hispanic women, were least likely to be 
disappointed by job quality. Hispanic men 
and black women were the most likely to 
be disappointed. 

Asian workers, who had higher levels of 
income and education than white Ameri- 
cans, expressed lower job quality than 
white respondents. 

The survey was conducted via mail from 
Feb. 8 to April 1. The main results have a 
margin of error of 1.9 percentage point. 

“We cannot rely on the unemployment 
rate alone to tell us what is happening with 
work in America,” Jonathan Rothwell, Gal- 
lup principal economist, said in a statement 
released with the poll. “This survey offers 
a detailed look at what people value in their 
jobs and how they feel about their working 
lives, and it shows that people want more 
than just a job.” 


Lawsuit says Tesla 
design flaws led to 


death after crash 


By Reis THEBAULT 
The Washington Post 


Omar Awan was driving his 
dream car when he lost control. 
The sleek, blue Model S Tesla 
careered across a road in South 
Florida and slammed into a palm 
tree. 

But it wasn’t the crash that 
killed him, his family’s lawyers 
said — it was the car’s futuristic 
design features. 

The last moments of Awan’s life 
were gruesome and excruciating. 
After the crash, the Tesla’s lithi- 
um ion battery caught fire. Smoke 
— and then flames — filled the 
car, suffocating Awan and burn- 
ing him from his feet up. Outside, 
a crowd gathered but couldn’t 
help. 

That’s because the car’s re- 
tractable door handles, which are 
supposed to “auto-present” when 
they detect a key fob nearby, mal- 
functioned and first responders 
weren’t able to open the doors 
and save Awan, a wrongful-death 
lawsuit alleges. 

“The fire engulfed the car and 
burned Dr. Awan beyond recog- 
nition — all because the Model S 
has inaccessible door handles, no 
other way to open the doors, and 
an unreasonably dangerous fire 
risk,” the complaint reads. 

“These Model S defects and 
others rendered it a death trap,” 
the suit says. 

Awan, 48, an anesthesiolo- 
gist and father of five, leased the 
Model S for two reasons, family 
attorney Stuart Grossman said: 
He was environmentally sensi- 
tive and safety conscious. 

Tesla, maker of electric ve- 
hicles, has also claimed that the 
Model S once achieved “the best 
safety rating of any car tested.” So 
Awan, who could have afforded a 
Mercedes or another luxury vehi- 
cle, went with the 2016 Tesla. And 


it killed him, Grossman said. 

Tesla’s public relations team 
did not respond to a request for 
comment on the lawsuit, filed this 
month, and the company’s law- 
yers have yet to respond in court. 

Shortly after the February 
crash, a Tesla spokeswoman told 
the Florida Sun-Sentinel that “We 
are deeply saddened by this acci- 
dent” but that “Tesla vehicles are 
engineered to be the safest cars 
in the world and Tesla drivers 
have driven more than 10 billion 
miles to date.” 

Awan’s death is one in a string 
of recent incidents that has been 
blamed on Tesla’s innovative 
technology. A lawsuit stemming 
from a May 2018 crash that killed 
two teens also blamed a battery 
fire for at least one of the deaths 
(Grossman represents the car’s 
third passenger, who survived 
the accident after being thrown 
from the vehicle). 

In April, surveillance footage 
from a Shanghai parking garage 
showed smoke billowing from a 
Model S moments before the car 
burst into flames. The widely- 
shared video prompted Tesla to 
open an internal investigation. 

Several other suits have attrib- 
uted deaths to Tesla’s “Autopilot” 
system, an automatic driver-as- 
sistance feature. 

In Awan’s case and in other 
crashes, the carmaker has ar- 
gued that high-speed crashes can 
result in fires whether the car is 
powered by gasoline or batteries. 
But Awan survived the collision, 
and he could have escaped the 
smoke and fire too, Grossman 
said — if only the police officer 
who arrived on scene could have 
opened the car’s doors. 

After the crash, and after fire- 
fighters extinguished the blaze, 
Awan’s Tesla was transported to 
a tow yard. Once there, it reignit- 
ed and burned again. 


Donna McWittiam/AP 


On Wednesday, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration said that breast implant manufacturers should 
add a boxed warning to information used to market and prepare patients for implants. 


FDA proposal urges manufacturers to 
add warning box for breast implants 


By MatrHew PERRONE 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — U.S. health 
officials want women getting 
breast implants to receive stron- 
ger warnings and more details 
about the possible risks and 
complications. 

The Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration said Wednesday that man- 
ufacturers should add a warning 
highlighted by a box — the most 
serious type — to the informa- 
tion given to women considering 
implants. 

The agency is also recommend- 
ing patients complete a checklist 
to make sure they understand 
all the possible side effects of the 
implants, such as scarring, pain, 
rupture and even a rare form of 
cancer. 

“We have heard from many 
women that they are not fully 
informed of the risks when con- 
sidering breast implants,” the 
agency said in a statement detail- 
ing the recommendations. 

The agency also wants com- 
panies to explain that breast 
implants often require repeat sur- 


geries and they should not be con- 
sidered lifelong devices. About 1 
in S women who get implants for 
cosmetic reasons need to have 
them removed within eight to 10 
years, according to the FDA. 

The agency will take public 
comment on the proposed guide- 
lines before adopting them. 

The new proposal is the FDA’s 
latest attempt to manage safety 
issues with the devices primar- 
ily used for breast augmentation, 
the most frequently performed 
cosmetic surgical procedure in 
the U.S. Roughly 400,000 patients 
get implants each year, 100,000 of 
them after cancer surgery. 

As outlined Wednesday, manu- 
facturers would not be required 
to adopt the boxed warning and 
checklist, noted Madris Tomes, a 
former FDA staffer. 

“The FDA needs to enforce 
the use of this and not just hope 
it’s used,” said Tomes, who now 
runs a company that analyzes 
device injuries and malfunctions. 
“Women deserve to know what is 
being implanted and need to know 
not to take these risks lightly.” 

In recent years, the FDA and 


regulators elsewhere have grap- 
pled with a link between a rare 
cancer and a type of textured 
implant. In July, the FDA called 
on manufacturer Allergan to pull 
its Biocell implant after it was 
tied to heightened risk of a form 
of lymphoma. The company is- 
sued a worldwide recall for the 
implants, which had already been 
restricted or removed from nu- 
merous countries. 

In a separate issue, the FDA 
has received thousands of re- 
ports from women who blame 
their implants for a host of health 
problems including rheumatoid 
arthritis, chronic fatigue and 
muscle pain. 

Earlier this year, the FDA held 
a meeting at which dozens of 
women urged the agency to place 
new warnings and restrictions on 
implants. 

The FDA has stood by its long- 
standing position that the implants 
are essentially safe if women un- 
derstand they can have complica- 
tions. Following the meeting, the 
agency said women should get 
more explicit, understandable in- 
formation about implant risks. 
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Latest medical 


pot battleground: 


college campuses 


By Dave Couns 
Associated Press 


HARTFORD, Conn. — Colleg- 
es are becoming a battleground 
in the conflict between federal 
and state marijuana laws as stu- 
dents who use medical pot chal- 
lenge decades-old campus drug 
policies. 

In states where medical mari- 
juana is legal, students disci- 
plined for using it are taking 
their schools to court. College of- 
ficials argue they could lose fed- 
eral funding for failing to follow 
federal law that labels cannabis 
an illegal drug with no accepted 
medical use. 

Sheida Assar said she was ex- 
pelled from GateWay Community 
College in Phoenix last month 
for violating the school’s drug 
policy after she tested positive 
for marijuana, which she uses to 
treat chronic pain from polycys- 
tic ovary syndrome. 

She was studying diagnostic 
medical sonography, Assar said, 
and an instructor had told her she 
wouldn’t have any problems if 
she presented her Arizona medi- 
cal marijuana card. She typically 
uses marijuana to help her sleep 
and had never been under the in- 
fluence in class, she said. 

“They yanked me out of class 
in the middle of the school day,” 
said Assar, 31, of Chandler, Ariz. 
“They escorted me to the admin- 
istration like I was a ... criminal. 
It’s discrimination, and it also 
violates my rights under the Ari- 
zona medical marijuana law.” 

The legal challenges are com- 


ing from students studying nurs- 
ing and other medical specialties 
who, under school policies, must 
undergo drug testing. 

Assar and other students say 
they received approval to use 
medical marijuana from college 
employees who serve students 
with health-related needs — only 
to face discipline from higher- 
ranking school officials. 

Assar said she intends to sue 
GateWay to recoup the $2,000 she 
spent on tuition and other educa- 
tional expenses and seek more 
money in damages. Her lawyer 
already has been in contact with 
the school, she said. 

A GateWay spokeswoman, 
Christine Lambrakis, said that 
she could not confirm Assar’s 
status at the school and that the 
college continues to prohibit mar- 
ijuana use. 

Asked about an Arizona Su- 
preme Court ruling last year 
that overturned a 2012 state law 
that made possession or use of 
marijuana on college campuses 
a crime, Lambrakis said the 
school is reviewing its policies 
and will not change them in the 
meantime. 

Thirty-three states and Wash- 
ington, D.C., allow medical 
marijuana, and 11 states and 
Washington have legalized recre- 
ational marijuana, creating clash- 
es with federal law that have been 
playing out in courts, mostly in 
employment cases that have had 
mixed results for medical pot. 

There don’t appear to be ef- 
forts by recreational marijuana 
users to challenge college drug 


Ross D. Franxuin/AP 


Sheida Assar said she was expelled from GateWay Community College in Phoenix last month for 
violating the school’s drug policy after she tested positive for marijuana, which she uses to treat chronic 
Pain. Assar and other students who have been disciplined for using medical marijuana are responding 


with lawsuits against their schools. 


policies, observers say. That’s 
likely because states limit rec- 
reational use to people 21 and 
older, excluding most college stu- 
dents, and because there haven’t 
been successful legal challenges 
to campus alcohol policies even 
though state laws allow people 21 
and over to drink, they say. 

States with medical marijuana 
laws allow use by people 18 years 
or older with a doctor’s recom- 
mendation, as well as by minors 
if their parents approve. 

Connecticut nursing student 
Kathryn Magner sued Sacred 
Heart University last month after 
she tested positive for marijuana 
and was barred from attending 
required clinical medical rounds, 
according to her lawsuit. She had 
begun using marijuana legally in 
her home state of Massachusetts 
over the summer to treat condi- 
tions that were not disclosed in 
legal documents. 

Connecticut law allows medi- 
cal marijuana and forbids public 
and private colleges from dis- 
criminating against students who 


use it. A judge cited the state’s law 
in ordering that Magner, 22, from 
Marlborough, Mass., be allowed 
to return to the medical rounds. 
The lawsuit was settled under un- 
disclosed terms. 

Before the settlement, she 
stopped using marijuana, passed 
a drug screening and obtained 
approval to use medical pot from 
the Fairfield school’s Office of 
Student Accessibility to try to 
salvage her nursing career, her 
lawsuit said. But nursing school 
officials wouldn’t budge, her law- 
suit said. 

Sacred Heart requires students 
to “obey the law at all times,” but 
it treats medical marijuana like 
other disability-related requests 
and “seeks to provide reason- 
able accommodation under the 
law,” school officials said in a 
statement. 

In Florida, Kaitlin McKeon, 
of Naples, is suing Nova South- 
eastern University for expelling 
her from its nursing program in 
Fort Myers last year after she 
tested positive for marijuana. She 


has a state medical marijuana 
card to take the drug for several 
conditions. 

McKeon also said school offi- 
cials told her there would be no 
problem with her use of medical 
marijuana under the provisions 
of state law. 

Butafter she failed the drug test 
in January 2018, higher-ranking 
officials moved to expel her, say- 
ing she violated the school’s drug 
policy, her lawsuit says. 

The lawsuits have the potential 
to set legal precedents on the use 
of medical marijuana at colleges. 

Inthe meantime, advocates say, 
universities can lighten penalties 
so students do not face expulsion 
or suspension for legally using 
medical marijuana. 

“Universities can effectively 
decriminalize it, de-punish it and 
make it not something they focus 
on,” said Jared Moffat, cam- 
paigns coordinator for the Mari- 
juana Policy Project, an advocacy 
group for pro-marijuana laws. 


OB/GYN’s query over ‘premarital exam’ for women spurs change 


By Marisa [ati 
The Washington Post 


Jennifer Gunter said she nearly fell off 
her chair when she saw the headline on the 
University of Utah’s medical center web- 
site: Getting ready for your wedding night 
with a premarital exam. 

Gunter, an OB/GYN and the author of 
“The Vagina Bible,” said she had never 
heard of a premarital exam. And, she said, 
some of the medical advice it seemed to 
offer was concerning. 

In a Sept. 9 blog post, Gunter described 
what she saw on the University of Utah 
Health website: the suggestion that a 
woman schedule a premarital exam “to 
confirm that her body is ready for sex” and 
explore using a vaginal dilator, as first re- 
ported by the Salt Lake Tribune. 

The health care system also suggested a 
link between condoms and urinary tract in- 
fections, and it recommended that women 
consider getting antibiotics in case they de- 
velop a UTI on their honeymoon. 

“Tt seems very patriarchal to me and not 
scientific,” Gunter told The Washington 


Post. “And certainly, I’m unfamiliar with 
any of these practices.” 

Premarital exams are considered first 
gynecological visits where doctors also 
try to educate women about their sexual 
health and forge relationships with them. 
Experts say women learning about their 
bodies is positive, but that these exams 
sometimes promote scientifically inaccu- 
rate information, make sex sound like a 
medical condition and imply that women 
need preparation for sexual intimacy that 
men do not. 

The concept of a premarital exam is 
largely unique to Utah, where public school 
teachers are required to promote absti- 
nence. They are allowed to teach about 
contraception and preventing sexually 
transmitted diseases, but cannot encour- 
age the use of contraception or teach the 
intricacies of intercourse. 

The demand for premarital exams, ex- 
perts say, indicates a hunger in the state 
for earlier and more comprehensive sex 
education. 

“A child’s sexual health begins before 


they get married,” said Kristin Hodson, 
founder of the Utah-based Healing Group, 
which promotes sexual and other types of 
health. “It begins before they are sexually 
active.” 

Hodson said the fact there’s a need for 
that kind of an exam in the first place sug- 
gests Utah needs to do better in sexual 
health education. 

Referring to a woman’s first gynecologi- 
cal exam as a “premarital exam” caters to 
terminology that the heavily Mormon pop- 
ulation of Utah is familiar with, Hodson 
said. Many female members of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, which 
forbids sexual intimacy before marriage, 
seek premarital exams to prepare to have 
sex for the first time. Mothers often pass 
down the tradition to their daughters. 

Although Hodson said she supports the 
exams’ goal of connecting women with sex- 
ual health care, she said she is concerned 
that some of the commonly used language 
frames sex as a medical issue, rather than 
as a normal human activity. Hodson said 
promoting the use of a dilator, which is un- 


necessary for most people, is an example of 
how premarital exams can make sexual in- 
timacy sound like a problem to be solved. 

“Tt’s more of a disease model, rather 
than, ‘This is a normal, healthy part of 
life”” Hodson said. “Like, ‘We need to 
prepare your vagina in a medical way to 
make sure sex is OK,’ rather than, ‘Look, 
people can have really positive first-time 
experiences.” 

University of Utah Health has revised its 
main website page about premarital exams 
since Gunter published her blog post. The 
page now calls the consultations “sexual 
health visits” and states that the health care 
system does not recommend that women 
take antibiotics before sexual activity if 
they do not have an infection. The informa- 
tion about dilators has been removed. 

Officials and doctors at University of 
Utah Health declined an interview request 
from The Post but said in a statement that 
their staff seeks to offer relevant, accessi- 
bly worded medical information to a vari- 
ety of communities with different health 
care needs. 
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Murder charge in 
child’s death is 
raising questions 


By CoLLEEN SLEVIN 
Associated Press 


DENVER — Olivia Gant’s 
mother took her to the emergency 
room when she was 2, saying the 
girl was having trouble eating. 

Kelly Renee Turner, who had 
recently moved to Colorado from 
Texas with her three daughters, 
told the doctor she had problems 
nursing and other complications 
feeding Olivia since she was 
born. 

Over several years, Turner 
would often tell doctors her daugh- 
ter was sick. Olivia had surgeries, 
took medication for a condition 
she didn’t have and later died, a 
tragic end to what psychiatrists 
say was her mother’s apparent 
masterful scheme to dupe medi- 
cal professionals. 

Now, Turner has been charged 
with murder, raising questions 
about whether the hospital did 
enough to protect Olivia and un- 
derscoring how much doctors 
rely on parents’ word as they care 
for children. 

At the first ER visit, a doctor 
thought the girl appeared to be 
growing normally. But the next 
year, a surgeon at the same hos- 
pital removed part of her small 
intestine and inserted a feeding 
tube. 

By 2017, Turner was present- 
ing her daughter as a dying girl 
with a host of diseases and a 
bucket list of wishes, seeking do- 
nations to help fulfill her dreams 
of catching a bad guy with po- 
lice and being a firefighter. The 
Make-A-Wish-Foundation threw 
a “bat princess” costume party at 
a hotel that cost $11,000. 

That year, doctors at Children’s 


Douctas County Suerirr’s Orrice/AP 


Kelly Renee Turner 


Hospital Colorado found that the 
7-year-old was getting only 30% 
of the nutrition she needed. 

They couldn’t persuade Turn- 
er, described by one doctor as a 
“high maintenance mother,” to 
try anything besides artificial 
feeding. She insisted her daugh- 
ter enter hospice care, where Ol- 
ivia died in 2017. 

Olivia’s cause of death original- 
ly was listed as intestinal failure, 
but an autopsy done later found 
no evidence of that condition. Au- 
thorities have not said what killed 
her, but the indictment revealed 
this week says that doctors went 
along with Turner’s push to stop 
feeding her daughter. 

Along the way, Turner’s be- 
havior raised suspicions. She 
continued to give Olivia seizure 
medication with serious side ef- 
fects after doctors found she had 
no seizure condition and insisted 
she stop. 


Denver Potice Department, THe Denver Post/AP 


Olivia Gant, who was 6 years old at the time, rides with Cpt. Tim Scudder on a call in Denver in April 
2017. On Monday, a Douglas County, Colo., grand jury indicted the mother of Olivia Gant in connection 


with the little girl's 2017 death. 


Only after Olivia died and 
Turner brought an older daugh- 
ter to the same hospital with bone 
pain did doctors take a closer 
look. 

They found news stories and 
online posts where Turner talked 
about diseases Olivia had that 
were not backed up by medical 
records. Turner claimed on a 
blog and a GoFundMe site that 
her daughter had a seizure dis- 
order, a tumor and a buildup of 
fluid in the cavities deep within 
her brain. 

Doctors contacted social work- 
ers, who launched an investiga- 
tion that led to exhuming Olivia’s 
body. Her older sister was sepa- 
rated from her mother and has 
not had any pain since, according 
to the indictment. 

Psychiatrists say Turner’s 
behavior seems consistent with 
Munchausen syndrome by proxy, 
a psychological disorder in which 
parents or caregivers seek at- 
tention from the illness of their 
children or dependents and some- 
times cause them injuries that re- 
quire attention. 

Turner brought up the disorder 
on her own during an interview 
with investigators and denied 


that she had it. 

A public defender represent- 
ing her did not return a call 
seeking comment on the 13 crim- 
inal counts against her, including 
murder, child abuse, theft and 
charitable fraud. Public defend- 
ers typically do not speak to the 
media. 

Experts said Munchausen 
by proxy cases are not easy to 
detect. 

Pediatricians are taught to lis- 
ten to what parents report about 
their children and address their 
concerns, not suspect them of 
wrongdoing, said Marc Feldman, 
clinical professor of psychiatry 
and adjunct professor of psycholo- 
gy at the University of Alabama. 

Dr. Khalid Afzal, an associ- 
ate professor of psychiatry at the 
University of Chicago who helps 
investigate suspected Munchau- 
sen by proxy cases at the school’s 
children’s hospital, also cautioned 
against blaming doctors. 

“T don’t blame anyone who 
misses it because it’s a diagnosis 
of deception. It will present dif- 
ferently next time,” he said. 

Children’s Hospital Colorado 
said it declined to comment to 
avoid compromising the case. 


The best way to check out sus- 
picions is some detective work, 
not medical tests, Afzal said. His 
team will request previous medi- 
cal records and have someone 
pore over them. 

Feldman said Olivia might 
have been saved if her previous 
medical records were requested, 
but he acknowledged that’s not a 
common practice because doc- 
tors are busy and not paid to re- 
view outside records. 

Parents with Munchausen by 
proxy, which is also lately called 
medical child abuse, may refuse 
to give their consent to transfer 
records or claim they have been 
lost, Feldman said. That can raise 
ared flag. 

Other potential warning signs 
include moving, switching doc- 
tors and insurance companies, 
and after death, seeming fasci- 
nated with mourning and funeral 
rituals, he said. 

While the condition is thought 
of as rare, with an estimated 600 
to 1,200 new cases each year in 
the U.S., Feldman believes it is 
more common but often goes un- 
detected, let alone prosecuted. 


Missouri farmer charged in killing of Wisconsin brothers 


By HEATHER HOLiincswortH 
Associated Press 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. — A 
Missouri cattle farmer charged 
Wednesday with two counts of 
first-degree murder shot two 
brothers from Wisconsin, burned 
their bodies and dumped the re- 
mains on a manure pile on his 
property, investigators said. 

Garland Nelson, 25, of Bray- 
mer, is also charged with two 
counts of abandonment of a 
corpse, two counts of tampering 
with physical evidence in felony 
prosecution, two counts of armed 
criminal action, tampering with a 
motor vehicle and unlawful pos- 
session of a firearm, according 
to documents filed in Caldwell 
County, Mo. 

Nelson is accused in the deaths 
of Nick Diemel, 35, and Justin Di- 


emel, 24, of Shawano County, Wis. 
Jack Diemel, the brothers’ father, 
said the two had traveled to Nel- 
son’s northwestern Missouri farm 
to collect on a $250,000 debt, ac- 
cording to a probable cause state- 
ment. The father reported his 
sons missing July 21 after they 
failed to show up for a flight home 
to Milwaukee and did not answer 
their phones. 

If convicted of murder, Nel- 
son could face a sentence of life 
in prison without parole, or the 
death penalty, Caldwell County 
Sheriff Jerry Galloway said dur- 
ing a news conference Wednes- 
day morning. Garland is jailed 
without bond. 

According to the probable 
cause statement, Nelson shot the 
brothers then put their bodies in 
55-gallon metal barrels and used 
a skid loader to move them one at 


a time from a barn to a pasture. 
There, he burned them using die- 
sel fuel and an unknown liquid. 
Nelson told investigators he then 
dumped the 
remains on 
a manure 
pile and hid 
the barrels 
elsewhere 
on his prop- 
erty, about 
70 miles 
northeast of 
Kansas City, 
Mo. 

Authori- Nelson 
ties identified the remains as the 
Diemel brothers using DNA com- 
parisons, according to the court 
documents. 

Nelson also drove the brothers’ 
rented truck from his farm to a 
commuter parking lot, where it 


was found abandoned, authorities 
said. 

“Throughout the investigation 
(Nelson) provided hours of inter- 
views with investigators and gave 
many misleading explanations 
and recollections of events in at- 
tempts to mislead law enforce- 
ment in locating Nicholas and 
Justin Diemel,” Maj. Mitchell 
Allen with the Caldwell County 
sheriff’s office said, according to 
the probable cause statement. 

Galloway admitted the case had 
been among the most challenging 
he has worked. 

Nelson was involved in a busi- 
ness arrangement with another 
farmer that included calves 
owned by the brothers, people in- 
volved with the deal told the Kan- 
sas City Star in August. 

Kansas dairy farmer David 
Foster told the newspaper that he 


purchased 131 calves for Nelson 
in November. Nelson was to raise 
the calves and the farmers would 
split the cost after the animals 
were sold. Foster said 100 of the 
calves belonged to the Diemel 
brothers. 

Nelson’s mother, Tomme Feil, 
said the calves became ill shortly 
after arriving at the farm and that 
many died. She blamed the bad 
winter and the animals’ weak- 
ened immune systems. 

Feil said her son returned the 
remaining calves when Foster’s 
bank claimed them as collateral. 

Foster said only 35 calves were 
returned to him and that Nelson 
owed him more than $151,000. 
Feil disputed the amount but said 
her son planned to pay Foster 
back when others paid their debts 
to him. 
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VETERANS 


Suicides: Opposition pushes 
back for fear of infringement 
of their 2nd Amendment rights 


FROM FRONT PAGE 


So far, 17 states and Washing- 
ton, D.C., have adopted some 
form of red flag laws. A dozen of 
those states passed the laws after 
the massacre at Stoneman Doug- 
las High School in Parkland, 
Fla., last year, said Sarah Burd- 
Sharps, director of research for 
Everytown. 

President Donald Trump said 
in August that he backed red flag 
laws for those “judged to pose a 
grave risk to public safety.” 

In Indiana, which enacted a red 
flag law in 2005, suicides by fire- 
arm have decreased by 7.5%, ac- 
cording to a study published last 
year in the journal Psychiatric 
Services. The same study found 
a 13.7% decline in gun suicides 
in Connecticut, which was the 
first state to pass a red flag law 
in 1999, 

There’s little information 
about how the laws have specifi- 
cally affected veterans. In the 
organization’s recommendations, 
Everytown calls for more re- 
search to show the impact on that 
population. 

Washington, who said he was 
“very fortunate” to not have a 
gun in his house when he was sui- 
cidal, ran the suggestion for red 
flag laws past a group of Marine 
Corps veterans. They immediate- 
ly bristled. 

“There’s a lot of pushback,” 
Washington said. “There’s this 
fear that the cops are going to 
be the ones to do this. That fear 
of infringement on the Second 
Amendment, it’s a big fear. That’s 
huge.” 

Retired Army Capt. Chris 
Marvin, a founding member of 
the Everytown Veterans Adviso- 
ry Council, thinks the idea could 
be sold to veterans if they know 
it’s a temporary measure — and 
if family members are the ones 
securing the firearms. 

“Approaching them by saying, 
‘You will get your guns back,’ 
when it’s coming from people 
close to them who love them 
— that comes with a measure of 
trust,” Marvin said. “I think from 
a policy standpoint, red flag laws 
are the most immediate and effec- 
tive that we could put in place.” 

Everytown wants the VA to 
take a more active role. Without 


interfering with patient confiden- 
tiality, the group wants the VA to 
work with law enforcement and 
veterans’ families to petition the 
court for extreme risk protection 
orders. 
“Taking action is part of their 
mandate,” Burd-Sharps said. 
However, there’s been push- 
back about the VA’s involvement 
with law enforcement on the issue. 
Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., intro- 
duced a bill this past summer that 
would stop the VA from report- 
ing veterans 
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cannot man- 
age their VA 
benefits and need another per- 
son to help with their finances 
as “mentally incompetent.” The 
agency reports the names of those 
veterans to the FBI. The Veterans 
2nd Amendment Protection Act 
would force the VA to cease that 
practice. 

“This bill would ensure that 
the veterans who fought for our 
rights are guaranteed their own,” 
Roe said in a statement. 

Everytown’s other recommen- 
dations include increasing public 
awareness about the risks of fire- 
arm access, promoting safe stor- 
age and encouraging health care 
professionals to talk with veter- 
ans about their access to guns. 

Burd-Sharps argued that more 
emphasis on secure storage would 
help establish another barrier be- 
tween veterans in crisis and their 
guns and “would literally save the 
lives of veterans.” 

“One of the most important 
things is having the VA incor- 
porate the lethality of a firearm 
more solidly into their suicide 
prevention efforts,” she said. 
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Veteran suicide methods 


«In 2017, 69% of veteran suicide deaths were due to a self-inflicted firearm injury, while 48% 
of nonveteran adult suicides resulted from a firearm injury. 
¢ In 2017, 71% of male veteran suicide deaths and 43% of female veteran suicide deaths 


resulted from a firearm injury. 


Method of suicide among veteran and nonveteran adults, 2017: 
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Inspector general describes misconduct at VA’s whistleblower office 


By Nikki WENTLING 
Stars and Stripes 


WASHINGTON — An office 
within the Department of Veter- 
ans Affairs that is responsible for 
protecting whistleblowers and 
investigating misconduct took 
“troubling” actions against its 
core mission and was retaliatory 
to its own employees. 

The VA inspector general re- 
leased those findings Thursday 
from its investigation into the Of- 
fice of Accountability and Whis- 


tleblower Protection. 

The IG accused the former di- 
rectors of the office, first Peter 
O’Rourke and then Kirk Nicho- 
las, of “leadership failures” that 
led to “significant deficiencies” 
in how it operated. 

“The former leaders of OAWP 
engaged in misdeeds and mis- 
steps that appeared unsupport- 
ive of whistleblowers while also 
failing to meet many of the other 
important objectives” of the VA 
Accountability and Whistleblow- 
er Protection Act, wrote James 


Mitchell, an acting executive di- 
rector within the IG’s office. 

The IG issued 22 recommen- 
dations to improve the office; its 
current director, Tamara Bonz- 
anto, said she’s fixed 10 of those. 

Investigations were being done 
by human resources profession- 
als who had no experience or 
training with interviewing wit- 
nesses, conducting investigations 
or writing reports, the IG found. 
The office also lacked clearly 
written policies or procedures. 
Lack of guidance meant the office 


couldn’t ensure its investigations 
were procedurally sound, accu- 
rate, thorough and unbiased. 

In many instances, the office 
focused only on finding evidence 
that supported the allegations. 
One official at the VA described 
their investigations as “a disci- 
plinary action in search of evi- 
dence,” the report states. 

Investigators within the office 
also failed to send more serious 
allegations onto the inspector 
general or others, instead taking 
it upon themselves to investigate 


potential criminal matters, in- 
cluding possible felonies. 

Under O’Rourke’s leadership, 
the office — which is supposed to 
protect whistleblowers — retali- 
ated against them on at least two 
occasions, the IG found. 

The IG’s report described the 
cases as “troubling.” 

“Given the magnitude of the 
situation inherited by new OAWP 
leaders in January 2019, signifi- 
cant enhancements are needed 
for OAWP to meet its mission and 
purpose,” Mitchell wrote. 
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UK police 


say 39 


found dead inside 
truck were Chinese 


By Danica Kirka 
AND JILL LAWLEss 
Associated Press 


LONDON —AIL39 people found 
dead in a container truck near 
an English port were Chinese 
citizens, British police confirmed 
Thursday as they pressed to inves- 
tigate one of the country’s deadli- 
est cases of people smuggling. 

The Essex Police force said 31 
men and eight women were found 
dead in the truck early Wednes- 
day at the Waterglade Industrial 
Park in Grays, a town 25 miles 
east of London. The force said 
one victim previously thought to 
be a teenager was instead a young 
adult woman. 

The 25-year-old truck driver, 
who is from Northern Ireland, 
is being questioned on suspicion 
of attempted murder but has not 
been charged. Police in North- 
ern Ireland have searched three 
properties as they sought to piece 
together the journey of the truck 


and the victims. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry 
posted a statement on its social 
media account saying that Chi- 
nese Embassy employees in the 
U.K. were driving to the scene of 
the crime to aid the investigation. 

Britain remains an attractive 
destination for immigrants, even 
as the U.K. is negotiating its di- 
vorce from the European Union. 
Upon hearing of the deaths, Brit- 
ish Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
vowed in Parliament on Wednes- 
day that people smugglers would 
be prosecuted to the full extent of 
the law. 

The tragedy recalls the deaths 
of 58 people in 2000 in a truck 
in Dover, England, who had un- 
dertaken a perilous, monthslong 
journey from China’s southern 
Fujian province and were discov- 
ered stowed away with a cargo of 
tomatoes after a ferry ride from 
Zeebrugge, the same Belgian port 
used in the latest tragedy. 

In February 2004, 21 Chinese 
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Police escort the truck that was found to contain 39 dead bodies away from an industrial estate in 
Thurrock, south England, on Wednesday. 


migrants, also from Fujian, who 
were working as cockle-pickers 
drowned when they were caught 
out by treacherous tides in More- 
cambe Bay in northwest England. 

Groups of migrants have re- 
peatedly landed on English 
shores using small boats for the 
risky Channel crossing, and mi- 


grants are sometimes found in 
the trunks of cars that disembark 
from the massive ferries that link 
France and England. 

But Wednesday’s macabre find 
in an industrial park was a re- 
minder that criminal gangs are 
still profiting from large-scale 
trafficking. 
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The truck and the trailer with 
the people inside apparently took 
separate journeys before end- 
ing up at the industrial park. 
British police said they believe 
the container went from the 
port of Zeebrugge to Purfleet, 
England, where it arrived early 
Wednesday. 
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Dubai loosens its liquor laws 
as UAE alcohol sales decline 


By Jon GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Dubai has loosened its liquor 
laws to allow tourists to purchase 
alcohol in state-controlled stores, 
previously only accessible to li- 
cense-holding residents, as the 
United Arab Emirates saw the 
first drop in alcohol sales by vol- 
ume in a decade. 

The new laws, which also let 
visitors to skyscraper-studded 
Dubai obtain liquor permits 
themselves for the first time, 
come amid a widening economic 
downturn affecting this oil-rich 
nation on the Arabian Peninsula. 

However, the laws also close 


a long-standing legal conun- 
drum facing imbibing tourists 
who travel here. Throwing back 
shots, sipping a beer or indulging 
in a Champagne-soaked brunch 
in this city-state technically re- 
mains illegal without a drinker 
holding a permit, though no bar- 
tender ever asks to see one before 
pouring a drink. 

“The United Arab Emirates 
is facing tough challenges, as 
changes in both consumers’ buy- 
ing behavior and demographics 
started to have an effect,” the 
market research firm Euromoni- 
tor International said in a recent 
report. 

The United Arab Emirates 
dominates other countries around 


the Mideast when it comes to 
drinking, with a per-capita alco- 
hol consumption of 1 gallon per 
person per year, according to the 
World Health Organization. 

Alcohol means big business, 
especially for the state. There’s 
a 50% import tax on a bottle of 
alcohol, as well as an additional 
30% tax in Dubai on buying from 
liquor stores. Dubai Duty Free, 
which is also government-owned, 
sold more than $2 billion of goods 
last year alone to those passing 
through its airport terminals. 

Bars and nightclubs in Dubai 
are almost entirely limited to op- 
erating inside of or connected to 
hotels. 

Overall sales of alcohol dropped 


Kamran Jesreni/AP 


Dubai has loosened its liquor laws to allow tourists to purchase 
alcohol in state-controlled stores following a drop in alcohol sales. 


to 42.6 million gallons in 2018, 
down from 43.2 million gallons in 
2017, according to Euromonitor. 
However, tourism helped keep 
retail prices high overall as some 
consumers also sought higher 
priced liquors, it said. 


The new procedure on alcohol 
permits allows tourists to obtain 
one for free at either African 
& Eastern or MMI stores after 
showing their passports and sign- 
ing a pledge that they aren’t Mus- 
lim and will follow local law. 


Spain exhumes dictator Franco’s body for reburial in more humble tomb 


BY Ciaran GILEs 


Associated Press 


MADRID — Spain has ex- 
humed the remains of Spanish 
dictator Gen. Francisco Franco 
from his grandiose mausoleum 
outside Madrid so he can be re- 


buried in a small family crypt 
north of the capital. 

The government-ordered, 
closed-door operation on Thurs- 
day satisfies a decades-old desire 
of many in Spain who considered 
the vainglorious mausoleum that 
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Franco built an affront to the tens 
of thousands who died in Spain’s 
Civil War and his subsequent re- 
gime and to Spain’s standing as a 
modern democratic state. 

After his coffin was extracted 
from under marble slabs and two 
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tons of granite, a brief prayer was 
said in line with a request from 
Franco’s family. 

The dictator’s body was then 
carried out of the mausoleum and 
was to be taken by helicopter or 
by hearse to Mingorrubio cem- 
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etery where his wife is buried. 

In a bid to guarantee privacy 
and avoid the actual exhumation 
operation being videoed and post- 
ed on social media, the govern- 
ment banned cameras and mobile 
phones among those present. 
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Snake tries to eat dead 
snake as wasp attacks 
F GAINESVILLE _ 

Sometimes the circle of 
life stings. A coral snake found 
that out the hard way, and a 
Florida woman caught it all on 
camera. 

Evangeline Cummings posted a 
video on Twitter of what appears 
to be a wasp stinging a coral 
snake that was dangling from a 
branch attempting to eat another 
dead snake. 

News outlets reported Cum- 
mings was in her backyard when 
she noticed the coral snake at- 
tempting to eat its meal. 

In the video, a wasp appears 
and starts circling the snake. 
When the wasp lands on the 
snake, it starts thrashing and 
swinging, attempting to get rid of 
the wasp. 


Fossils stolen from 
museum display case 
KS LAWRENCE — Po- 

lice in Lawrence were 
investigating after three fossils 
were stolen from a display case at 
the University of Kansas Natural 
History Museum. 

The Lawrence Journal-World 
reported that the fossils were re- 
ported missing Monday but were 
believed to have been stolen Fri- 
day or Saturday. 

The university police crime log 
said someone pried hooks from a 
display case to open it and take 
the fossils. It’s not clear what kind 
of fossils were taken or how much 
they’re worth. 


S. Vietnamese soldier’s 
urn found in river 
M LAWRENCE — A 
man who spent years 
cleaning trash from Massachu- 
setts rivers recently found one 
of the most unusual objects he’s 
ever pulled from the depths. 

Rocky Morrison, of the Clean 
River Project, told The Eagle- 
Tribune he found a rectangular 
marble urn in the Merrimack 
River in Lawrence. The urn was 
inscribed with the name Truong 
Ngoc Nguyen. 

According to his obituary, 
Nguyen died in 2016 at age 88. 
He rose to the rank of major in 
the Republic of South Vietnam’s 
armed forces. He fled from po- 
litical persecution and came to 
Lawrence in 1989. 

Morrison posted pictures of the 
urn on social media to try to find 
Nguyen’s family. 


Bomb squad responds 
after old grenades found 


| TWIN FALLS — Mem- 
bers of a southern Idaho 
family were looking through an 
elderly relative’s belongings when 
they got a couple of surprises: two 
World War II-era grenades. 

The Times-News reported one 
grenade was found tucked in- 
side a shadow box, and another 
was stored among other items of 
memorabilia belonging to the 94- 
year-old former soldier. 

The grenade in the shadow 
box was inert, but the other was 
believed to be a live military 


Choppy ride 
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A kiteboarder takes advantage of windy Lake Michigan conditions off Tiscornia Beach in St. Joseph, 


Mich., on Tuesday. 


ordnance. 

The Mountain Home Air Force 
Base Explosive Ordnance Dis- 
posal team was contacted, and 
the grenade was detonated at the 
local landfill. 


Man caught trying 
to steal home plate 


| DES MOINES — Des 

Moines police caught a 
man who said he wanted to steal 
home plate at the city’s minor 
league baseball park. 

Polk County court records said 
Daniel Igel was arrested at Prin- 
cipal Park, home of the Iowa Cubs, 
a Chicago Cubs affiliate. He was 
charged with felony burglary. 

Acourt document said Igel was 
found after he climbed a fence to 
get into the park. He told officers 
he was trying to steal the plate 
and had scaled the fence the night 
before and tried to break into the 
press box. 


Prosecutors: Victims 
lost $1M in scheme 
N CHARLOTTE — Fed- 
eral prosecutors said a 
man from Ghana living in North 
Carolina pleaded guilty to a scam 
targeting elderly people with 
promises of romance and wealth. 

The Charlotte-based U.S. Attor- 
ney’s Office said in a news release 
that Suleman Alhassan pleaded 
guilty to wire and mail fraud 
conspiracy. 

The news release said he and 
others used online dating web- 
sites to target fraud victims and 
develop fake romantic relation- 
ships. They told victims they 
owned large amounts of gold and 
needed money to ship the gold 
from Africa to the U.S. 

Prosecutors say the victims 
were promised a share of the 
profits from gold sales, but people 
lost more than $1 million through 
the scheme. 


Police say man set 
girlfriend’s wig aflame 
BALTIMORE — Po- 


M D lice said a Baltimore 


man set his girlfriend’s wig on 
fire and threatened to burn down 
her home. 

The Capital reported Darius K. 
Gissentaner, 28, was arrested and 
charged with arson. Anne Arun- 
del County police said officers re- 
ceived a call from a woman who 
said her boyfriend had locked 
her out of her apartment and was 
burning her wig on her gas stove. 

Police said officers arrived to 
find Gissentaner smoking a ciga- 
rette nearby. They said he then 
ran inside and refused to open the 
apartment's door. 

Officers forced their way inside 
and found more than $2,400 in 
damage to the apartment, which 
had broken furniture, drywall, 
plumbing and sliced electrical 
cords. 


The number of tires 
a woman is accused 
of slashing on police 


THE CENSUS 
vehicles. The Kansas 


City Star reported that 


Eunice A. Fisher, 46, of Kansas City, 
Mo., was charged with first-degree 
property damage. A caller told police 
that a burglary was in progress at a 
bank. It turned out to be a hoax, but 
Raytown officers who responded to the 
call found a total of 18 tires were flat 
on eight police vehicles. Damage is es- 
timated at around $2,500. An officer 
reviewing surveillance video recognized 
Fisher — he had arrested her the day 
before. 


Stolen giant rabbit 
returned later in day 
LINCOLN — Police 


N said a rabbit valued at 
$450 stolen from its pen in a Lin- 
coln yard was returned. 

A woman reported that she 
discovered that her orange Con- 
tinental giant rabbit had been 
stolen from her backyard. A sur- 
veillance camera trained on the 
rabbit’s cage was blocked by a ve- 
hicle. Police said all that could be 
seen on the footage was the cage 
door swinging open. 

Police said the rabbit, named 
Argus, was returned to the wom- 
an’s front yard later Monday. 

Continental giant rabbits can 
weigh more than 25 pounds and 
are typically around 3 feet long. 


Police report multiple 
stolen military medals 
wy CHEYENNE — Wyo- 

ming authorities re- 
ported military medals dating 
back to World War II were stolen 
from a trailer outside a veteran 
organization. 

The Wyoming Tribune Eagle 
reported that Cheyenne police 
were alerted of the theft after a 
passerby found an emptied shad- 
ow box near Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 1881. 

Cheyenne police said the pass- 
erby called Martha Albright, 
whose father’s medals were in- 
side the shadow box. 

Authorities said Albright donat- 
ed Purple Heart and Bronze Star 
medals and other items about two 
years ago for Armed Forces Day. 

Authorities said only the med- 
als were missing. 


Deputies seek missing 
pup worth $10K 
GREENVILLE — Au- 


sc thorities were search- 


ing for a dognapper and a missing 
Bichon Frise worth about $10,000 
that was snatched from a South 
Carolina home. 

Citing the Greenville County 
Sheriff’s Office, news outlets re- 
ported the dog named Leah is a 
4-year-old “breeding champion” 
who went missing on Oct. 13. The 
sheriff's office said Leah’s micro- 
chip was scanned at a Petco in 
Simpsonville. 

Police released a photo of a 
woman who’s seen wheeling the 
11-pound dog into the pet store. 


From wire reports 
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when you’re far from 
home. 


We get that. 


Use OUR COMMUNITY SITES TO CONNECT AND SHARE DURING 
YOUR TIME OVERSEAS. 


WITH BASE INFORMATION, TRAVEL TIPS, RESTAURANT REVIEWS 
AND EVEN THE SCORE OF YOUR CHILD’S HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL GAME, WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED. 


DATSime) remot 
e UNITY SITES TODAY! . 
a ‘yy . 


: es ay connected and hey, welcome to the Neighborhe 


an 


Pace 20 POPE EAT 


*STARS AND STRIPES®* 


Friday, October 25, 2019 


BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Congress grills Zuckerberg over currency 


By Marcy Gorpon, 
Barpara OrTUTAY 
AND Ken SWEET 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Facebook 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg endured 
hours of prickly questioning from 
lawmakers Wednesday as he de- 
fended the company’s new glob- 
ally ambitious project to create a 
digital currency while also deal- 
ing with widening scrutiny from 
USS. regulators. 

Representatives also grilled 
Zuckerberg on Facebook’s track 
record on civil rights, hate 
speech, privacy and misinforma- 
tion — not surprising given the 
litany of scandals Facebook has 
been dealing with over the past 
two years. 

The House Financial Services 
Committee’s immediate focus was 
Facebook’s plans for the curren- 
cy, to be called Libra. Zuckerberg 
took pains to reassure lawmakers 
that his company won’t move for- 
ward with Libra without explicit 
approval from all U.S. financial 
regulators. 

Still, many members of the 
panel appeared unconvinced. 

Rep. Maxine Waters, the Cali- 
fornia Democrat who chairs the 
panel, said the Libra project and 


Anprew Harnix/AP 


Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg testifies before a House Financial 
Services Committee hearing on Capitol Hill on Wednesday. 


the digital wallet that would be 
used with it, Calibra, “raise many 
concerns relating to privacy, 
trading risks, discrimination ... 
national security, monetary poli- 
cy and the stability of the global 
financial system.” 

Furthermore, Waters told 
Zuckerberg, “You have opened up 
a discussion about whether Face- 
book should be broken up.” 

The social media giant has 
sparked public and official anger 


at every turn, from its alleged 
anticompetitive behavior to its 
shift into messaging services that 
allow encrypted conversations, to 
its refusal to take down phony po- 
litical ads or doctored videos. 
The breakup specter — the 
worst-case scenario for Facebook 
and other tech behemoths — has 
been raised by prominent poli- 
ticians, notably Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren, a leading Democratic 
presidential candidate. 
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The Justice Department, the 
Federal Trade Commission, the 
House Judiciary antitrust sub- 
committee and attorneys general 
in several states are all conduct- 
ing investigations of Facebook 
and other tech giants amid accu- 
sations that they abuse their mar- 
ket power to crush competition. 

Zuckerberg was on the defen- 
sive at the hearing, his first tes- 
timony to Congress since April 
2018, parrying criticism but also 
acknowledging lapses. He con- 
ceded at one point that the Libra 
project is “risky,” acknowledging 
several high-profile companies 
such as Visa, MasterCard and 
PayPal had signed on as partners 
in the currency’s governing asso- 
ciation but have recently bailed. 

Under continued criticism 
of Facebook’s handling of hate 
speech and potential incitements 
to violence on its site, he said: 
“We're not perfect. We make a lot 
of mistakes.” 

Trust was a central theme of 
the hearing. Given Facebook’s 
history, “why should Congress, 
regulators and the public trust 
you to create what amounts to the 
world’s largest bank, what really 
amounts to a shadow sovereign 
government?” asked Rep. Mad- 
eleine Dean, a Democrat from 
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Pennsylvania. 

Zuckerberg responded: “Well, 
congresswoman, we are not cre- 
ating a bank. We are helping an 
organization create a payment 
system.” 

Zuckerberg held up China as a 
strong reason for encouraging in- 
novation as embodied in the Libra 
project. 

“While we debate these issues, 
the rest of the world isn’t wait- 
ing,” he said. “China is moving 
quickly to launch similar ideas in 
the coming months.” 
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Eerily good horror games 
These 3 titles should keep players up at night 


By Gieson Cacuo 
The Mercury News 


orror games are hard to 

do. It takes work to create 

the right atmosphere to 

scare players out of their 
seats. Developers have to invest 
time in world-building, visuals and 
sound all in the name of creating 
nightmare scenarios. 

In many ways, it’s the exact op- 
posite of what studios strive for. 
Instead of designing a soothing 
and comfortable experience, hor- 
ror-game developers aim to elicit 
unease and anxiety. For players, 
that adrenaline-soaked fear pays off 
when it’s combined with compelling 
gameplay and produces indelible 
moments. 

The memories of horror games 
are often more vivid than for an 
action-driven shooter. That emo- 
tional rush stays with players. This 
Halloween season, three titles are 
trying to produce the same feel- 
ings. Each one has a different way 
of doing it, but all of them rely on a 
strong atmosphere to stir dread into 
players. 

The first is The Dark Pictures 
Anthology: Man of Medan. Pro- 
duced by veteran studio Supermas- 
sive Games, it carries over many 
of the gameplay elements of the 
team’s surprise hit Until Dawn. 
Both games follow a group of young 
people who encounter a ghastly set 
of circumstances. 

Man of Medan is essentially a 
video game version of a slasher flick 
that gives players the agency to 
control the characters. Ever yell at 
amovie character to stay away from 


the closet? In Man of Medan, play- 
ers can make it happen. 

Players will control five char- 
acters who have been kidnapped 
by fishermen in the Pacific Ocean. 
The group runs into a ghost ship 
and board it looking for shelter and 
treasure. The only problem is that 
horrors lie within, and players have 
to navigate the scenario. 

Success depends on minigames 
that emerge as players explore 
the ship. Sometimes they’ll have 
quicktime events as they’re chased 
by maniacs. Other times they’Il 
have to control their heart beat via 
arhythm-based minigame. The one 
flaw is that the secret behind the 
Ourang Medan ghost ship is fairly 
predictable, and once they figure 
it out, players can keep the cast 
alive as they endure the frightening 
adventure. 

Erica, from Flavourworks, offers 
players a way to control the outcome 
of a story, but the developer takes 
away the granular control. Instead 
of moving characters around and 
exploring a beautifully crafted 
vessel, this interactive thriller acts 
more like a Choose Your Own Ad- 
venture novel that features full-mo- 
tion video. 

Players follow Erica Mason, 

a woman with a tragic past. Her 
mother died when she was young 
and her father was murdered. One 
day, she receives a package with 
severed hand, which causes her to 
take shelter at the Delphi House, a 
mental institution established by 
her father. The staff there care for 
her, but something isn’t right. 

The game can played using a Du- 
alshock 4, but it’s best experienced 


with an iOS or Android device. 
Erica uses Sony’s Playlink technol- 
ogy to make a phone or tablet a 
controller. That’s how players will 
choose what actions the protagonists 
takes. Players can choose dialogue 
options or perform more action-ori- 
ented maneuvers such as lighting a 
lantern. 

The game reminds me more of 
“Black Mirror: Bandersnatch,” but 
with better gameplay elements. 

Blair Witch from Bloober Games 
is a first-person horror game takes 
place two years after the events in 
the cult film. Players take on the 
role of Ellis Lynch, a former police 
officer with mental issues. He joins 
the search for a boy named Peter 
Shannon, who went missing in the 
Burkittsville, Md., woods. 

With a dog named Bullet at his 
side, players will venture into the 
forest and immerse themselves in 
the creepy atmosphere. 

Blair Witch moves at a slower 
pace. Players use the dog to sniff out 
for clues for the boy and they will 
rely on a walkie-talkie and cell- 
phone to contact the outside world. 
Because it’s set in the past, players 
should expect the inconveniences of 
the 1990s, such as bad cell reception 
and the lack of GPS. 

The lack of modern-day conve- 
niences raises the fear in the game 
as players explore the dark woods 
with limited resources. Visually, 
the game is striking and that real- 
ism will make players buy into the 
experience. The drawback for Blair 
Witch is the puzzles and its impact 
on exploration. Both can be obtuse, 
leaving players frustrated with the 
game’s lack of direction. 
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Untangling some 
audio cable options 


By Grecc ELLMAN 
Tribune News Service 


’ve often heard store employees say that there is no 
difference when it comes to the array of audio cables 
available on the market. 

I beg to differ. 

Ihave found that audio cables, which provide the con- 
nection and the route by which the signal is transmitted, 
vary widely from the top of the line to dirt cheap. 

I recently tried a few cables from tech brand Austere’s 
new portfolio of home theater accessories, including 
audio and video cables. 

As described by Austere, the HDMI-certified cables 
maximize home theater experience, and come in three 
lengths including active HDMI at 5.0m for optimal visual 
and audio performance. 

The Audio cables have pure gold connectors, LinkFit 
connectors and grounded shields to reduce audio distor- 
tion. 

I was thrilled when Austere sent me an audio optical 
cable to test. I’ve gone through a few over the past year 
that connected my wall-mounted TV to a soundbar, and 
nothing’s worked out very well. 

So, I unboxed the optical cable sample as fast as pos- 
sible and got it connected outside the wall. A few weeks 
later it’s still hanging outside the wall and ready to go on 
the other side, since performance has been perfect. 

The optical WovenArmor cable made with Kevlar is 
flexible and can take some bending and curves and still 
perform like new (unlike other optical cables I’ve tried, 
which must remain straight). The Pure Gold connectors 
fit into my TV and soundbar securely. 

The new line of cables includes connecting subwoofer 
cables, Audio Interconnect Cable, Banana Adapters, 
HDMI, and more choices are on the way. 

Prices vary by the type of cable and length; the 6.6-feet 
optical cable as tested is $39.99, the 16.4-feet V Series 
Subwoofer Cable is $79.99. 

Online: austere.com 


It wasn’t that long ago that you had to spend a lot to get 
a portable, nice-sounding Bluetooth speaker. You often 
had to sacrifice some sound quality for portability. 

I’ve had the Anker Soundcore Flare Mini, a cylindrical 
360-degree speaker, playing for a few weeks and it fits 
the bill for portability, sound and a fair price. 

Setting it up takes just a few seconds if you have it 
charged. A full charge of the 2600mAh battery should 
give you about 12 hours of sound. 

I’m astickler for clarity at decent volumes, and I 
blasted the sound for test purposes only. With the Flare 
Mini, the sound was nice, smooth and crystal clear. I 
always make some adjustments on the sound with other 
apps but what’s important to me is the sound right out of 
the box, simply because that’s what almost every user 
will judge it by. 

I poked around with a bunch of different playlists off 
of Apple Music, and the Flare Mini didn’t disappoint. It’s 
built with IPX7 waterproof protection, which Soundcore 
claims will withstand rain, drinks, and even complete 
submersion for 30 minutes. 

The 360-degree sound with BassUp technology is 
delivered from 10 watts of power from back-to-back 5- 
watt neodymium in a solidly built, 
portable and backpack-friendly 
3.4-by-2.8-by-5.6-inch body, 
weighing just 1.06 pounds. 

If you get a pair of Flare 
Minis, they can be paired 
with Bluetooth to a single 
music source for an all- 
around stereo sound. 

The bottom of the speaker 
has built-in LED lighting ef- 
fects, eight individual LEDs 
and five lighting modes. 

Online: soundcore.com; 
$45.99 


The Anker 
Soundcore Flare Mini 
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HERE'S SCARY 


With Halloween almost upon us, one critic weighs 
in on the most terrifying horror movies of all time 


By Rarer GuzMAN 
Newsday 


orror movies have changed dramatically over the decades to keep up 
with ever-evolving audiences. Some of the old classics, while still art- 
ful and entertaining, no longer have the power to shock. Others, how- 
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Above: Jack Nicholson 

in “The Shining” 

Upper right: Robert Englund 
plays Freddy Krueger in “A 
Nightmare on Elm Street.” 


20. PARANORMAL ACTIVITY (2009) 

This no-budget indie about a possessed McMansion 

helped kick off the current horror craze. Slamming 

doors and flickering lights — and not much else. 

19. A NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET (1984) 

The movie that gave us the blade-fingered Freddy 

Krueger (and the film debut of Johnny Depp) looks 

a little dated, but director Wes Craven’s blend of 

dreams and reality still has the power to unsettle. 

18. NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD (1968) 

The zombie genre starts with George Romero's 

ghoulish, gory classic. 

17. ROSEMARY’S BABY (1968) 

Roman Polanski’s film about a pregnant woman 

(Mia Farrow) who gets snookered into Satanism is 

a slow-building chiller, but the climactic payoff is 

one of the best you'll ever see. 

16. GET OUT (2017) 

Jordan Peele’s story of a young black man (Daniel 

Kaluuya) meeting his white girlfriend’s parents 

works best as satirical commentary, but its wig-out 

moments earn a place on this list. 

15. THE EVIL DEAD (1981) 

Five college kids find an audiotape that releases 

demons in this feature from Sam Raimi. It’s freaky 

great fun thanks to clever camerawork, a sly sense 

of humor and a star turn from Bruce Campbell. 

14. THE OMEN (1976) 

This knockoff of “The Exorcist” met with mixed 

reviews but is now considered an iconic horror film 

in its own right. Harvey Stevens is unforgettable as 

Damien, a literal demon child, while several top- 

shelf actors (Gregory Peck, Lee Remick) play the 

unfortunate adults around him. 

13. THE BLAIR WITCH PROJECT (1999) 

Three filmmakers enter a Maryland forest to inves- 

tigate a local myth. Assembled from their “found” 

footage, “The Blair Witch Project” uses virtually 

nothing but weird noises and shaky camerawork to 

create an atmosphere of deep-reaching terror. 

12. THE TEXAS CHAINSAW 

MASSACRE (1974) 

Tobe Hooper’s low-budget shocker about 

cannibals preying on hippies was the per- 
fect mid-’70s horror film, a grisly stew of 

Manson mythology and redneckphobia. 

11. POLTERGEIST (1982) 

One of two Hooper films on this list, 

“Poltergeist” has been almost as 

widely imitated as “Psycho” or 

“Halloween.” It made an entire 

generation afraid to watch TV. 

10. JAWS (1975) 

Steven Spielberg’s master- 
piece about an outsize shark 
may not pack the scares- 
per-minute of other films 
on this list. But for white- 

knuckle suspense — plus sev- 

eral nasty surprises — “Jaws” 

is tough to beat. 


“Jaws” 
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ever, have stood the test of time. 
What makes a movie scary? Some would say it’s the jump-scare. Others might 
point to a particularly ghastly monster or a preponderance of gore. And who’s to 
say what’s more terrifying — a ghost, a creature or a plain old murderer? Much 
of what jangles your nerves depends on the fears you bring into the theater. 
The best horror movies find a sweet spot: A primal, universal terror made vivid 
by skillful filmmaking. That formula will surely never age. 
Here, just in time for Halloween, are 20 of the scariest movies of all time: 


9. THE THING (1982) 

John Carpenter’s remake of the 1951 classic about 
a creature discovered in Antarctica is a scream- 
ingly great horror flick, full of gore, goo and 
flamethrowers. The ace cast includes Kurt Russell, 
Wilford Brimley and Keith David. 

8. AUDITION (1999) 

This sneak attack of a movie begins straightfor- 
wardly enough with a Japanese widower looking 
for a younger lover. The harrowing second half 
—no spoilers — must be seen to believed. Directed 
by Takashi Miike. 

7. HEREDITARY (2018) 

Ari Aster’s story of an artist (Toni Collette) en- 
snared by a cult may be too intense for some. Crit- 
ics raved, but freaked-out audiences gave it a rare 
D+ CinemaScore. You've been warned. 

6. THE SILENCE OF THE LAMBS (1991) 
Jonathan Demme’s modern classic is still the only 
horror film to win the Oscar for best picture. An- 
thony Hopkins’ sinister and highly quotable Han- 
nibal Lecter is the cinematic serial killer by which 
all others are now judged. 

5. PSYCHO (1960) 

Alfred Hitchcock’s most famous film may not jolt 
audiences the way it once did. But it’s still a terrific 
shocker, from Anthony Perkins’ unnerving perfor- 
mance as the ultimate mama’s boy to the lightbulb- 
swinging climax. 

4. HALLOWEEN (1978) 

John Carpenter terrorized middle America with 
this simple but effective tale about a serial killer 
stalking suburban teenagers. Even today, “Hal- 
loween” feels like your worst nightmare: a home 
invasion perpetrated by a semi-supernatural being. 
Jamie Lee Curtis makes her big-screen debut as 
terrorized babysitter Laurie Strode. 

3. ALIEN (1979) 

Director Ridley Scott admitted that “Alien” was 
basically “Jaws in space.” Nevertheless, thanks 

to a groundbreakingly hideous space creature 
(designed by illustrator H.R. Geiger) and a tough- 
as-nails Sigourney Weaver as the last survivor on a 
doomed craft, Scott’s movie remains the first word 
in modern sci-fi horror. 

2. THE EXORCIST (1973) 

Audiences reportedly fainted and vomited during 
screenings of William Friedkin’s film about a little 
girl possessed by a demon (Linda Blair, in a head- 
spinning, Oscar-nominated turn). Hype aside, this 
is still an absolute hair-raiser, especially the later 
editions that restored the eye-popping “spider- 
walk” scene. 

1. THE SHINING (1980) 

When it comes to imitators, Stanley Kubrick’s “The 
Shining,” based on Stephen King’s 1977 novel, 
stands alone. Nobody has ever re-created a hotel 
quite like the Overlook, nor has anyone equaled 
Jack Nicholson’s unhinged performance as a father 
gone mad. It’s a monolith of terror, undiminished 
even after nearly 40 years. 


New Line Home Entertainment 


Toni Collette in “Hereditary” 


Artisan Entertainment 


“The Blair Witch Project” 


20TH Century Fox/TNS 


Sigourney Weaver and Carrie 
Henn in “Aliens,” a sequel to 
“Alien,” third on this list. 


Warner Bros. 
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Noah Hawley goes beyond tabloid headlines 


for film inspired by a former NASA astronaut 


DEEP EXPLORATION 


By Amy KaurMan 


Los Angeles Times 


f there’s one thing people associate 
with Lisa Nowak, it’s diapers. 
After returning home from her 

first space mission, the astronaut 
went on a 950-mile drive from Houston to 
Orlando. She had gone to confront a U.S. 
Air Force engineer who was sleeping 
with the man Nowak had an affair with. 
In February 2007, when she was cap- 
tured by Florida authorities, she told the 
police she’d brought a slew of question- 
able items on her journey: a buck knife, 
latex gloves, a BB gun, pepper spray. She 
also had in her possession government-is- 
sued diapers, which she used to minimize 
pit stops on her long drive. 

Not only was the then-43-year-old 
the first active-duty astronaut believed 
to have ever been arrested on felony 
charges, the diapers became infamous, 
turning Nowak into a tabloid headline, 

a “Saturday Night Live” reference and 
the butt of the joke in the 2017 comedy 
“Rough Night.” 

Of course, Nowak’s actual story was 
far more layered than the punchlines 
suggested. 

“Lucy in the Sky” is inspired — loosely 
— by that story. The film, directed by 
television veteran Noah Hawley, is not di- 
rectly based on Nowak’s life. The former 
NASA employee had no involvement in 
the Fox Searchlight project, and the lead 
character, played by Natalie Portman, is 
named Lucy. 

But just how much of the film is based 
on real life? We spoke with Hawley over 
the phone from his home in Austin, 
Texas, to discuss the similarities and 
differences between his film and Nowak’s 
case. 

Los Angeles Times: How familiar were 
you with Lisa Nowak before signing onto 
the movie? 

Hawley: I had a memory of a moment in 
time when the real story made headlines. 
But I didn’t know a lot of it, other than 
the tabloid details. What was interesting 
to me, as I thought about taking this on, 
was what’s really behind a tabloid story? A 
human being with dignity who made some 
bad choices and ended up in a story that is 
now smaller than it should be. Her human 
experience has been reduced to a joke, 
on some level. I wanted to try to tell that 
story, and allow her to retain her dignity 
— but you now understand what she did, 
and now it’s a tragedy and not a farce. As 
a tragedy, she can find some redemption. 

This is your first film, following the 
creation of the FX shows “Fargo” and 
“Legion.” Why this project as your 
directorial debut? 

I’ve never made anything you can 
watch in one sitting before, which was a 
really interesting challenge. The question 
became: If I was going to make a movie, 
it should give you an experience you can 
only have in the theater. Therefore, it 
should be something immersive — some- 
thing you can use that big room and 
screen for that wasn’t an action movie. 

The script that I read ... was a story of 
a psychological decline that had these 
elements of magical realism in it. It was a 
film about trying to understand decisions 
someone made that aren’t understandable. 
She had everything and was at the top of 
the world, literally, but then things unrav- 
eled. Especially after “Legion,” I was 
interested in something subjective that 
immerses you in her point of view. 


“Lucy in the Sky,” starring Natalie Portman, right, is inspired by the life of former 
NASA astronaut Lisa Nowak, pictured at left in 2006. 


A big part of Lucy’s journey is how 
difficult it can be for astronauts to re- 
turn to everyday life after experiencing 
space. How much research did you do 
into that emotional experience? 

When you start reading about astro- 
nauts — and this is not to say all astro- 
nauts — but many go up and have an 
existential crisis and are changed by it in 
some dramatic way. A few have become 
really vehement environmentalists. 

There is a certain amount of lib- 
erty that I took in terms of following this 
character’s story and where I needed it to 
go. But, I mean, we don’t send poets into 
space. We send these left-brain, engi- 
neer types. They see a problem and they 
solve it — very linear, literal thinkers. 

To expose them to a celestial experience 
that can’t be articulated ... What happens 
when you take that left-brain, never-met- 
a-problem-she-couldn’t-solve person and 
introduce a question bigger than anyone 

can answer? 

Why did you decide to have the film 
“inspired by” Nowak’s story instead of 
based on it? 

It never really occurred to me to liter- 
ally tell the story, on one hand. On the 
other hand, when Fox Searchlight came to 
me with this film, there weren’t life rights 
that had been optioned. So the mission 
was never to tell the actual story. The fact 
that I was interested in a more fictional- 
ized version of it was helpful, on some 
level, because you can get into legal issues 
in telling someone’s life story. 

Spoiler alert: The diapers are not 
actually a part of the movie. Why didn’t 
you want to include them? 

Given that it’s not a documentary, part 
of the work I did was trying to create a 
character journey that you could really re- 
late to and stay with, even when she went 
to places you didn’t want her to go. That 
detail just didn’t fit into the story. 

When you first signed onto the movie, 
Reese Witherspoon was attached to 
star. How did Portman end up with the 
part instead? 

Reese Witherspoon had set the project 
up at Searchlight as a producer with the 
idea that she might star in it. I came on 
while we were still having those conversa- 
tions. But Reese got busy — “Big Little 
Lies” had come out, and she was doing this 
Apple show, so she was no longer available. 
And my first thought was Natalie. I find 
that she has a really compelling ability to 
play characters under pressure. “Black 


far is too far?” How do we shape this char- 
acter in a way where she’s really at sea 
and swimming, looking for some kind of 
grounding, and the only other person who 
understands that is another astronaut? 

There was a danger that this movie 
becomes “Fatal Attraction.” It’s a difficult 
story to tell, on some level, because audi- 
ences tend to have an intrinsic dislike of 
someone who cheats on their spouse. The 
fact that she wants to get back (to space) 
so desperately begins to make her push 
away from the more logical choices she 
might make. She probably knows this is 
not a love story she is in, but she wants to 
feel that feeling. 

Why do you think Nowak’s story 
turned into such a tabloid sensation? 

I think in many societies — not just our 
own — there’s an attraction to stories about 
characters brought low, on some level, by 
their own success. A schadenfreude attrac- 
tion —I think that’s what tabloid stories 
are. A judgment on people we feel who 
have hubris and end up in situations that 
are really degrading. 

Would you be interested in meeting 

Nowak, or having her see the 
film? 
I’m not sure how people 
survive the things they 
survive and come back 
from them afterward. 
So on a human level, I 
would be interested to 
know what the journey 
was for her. But I re- 
spect her privacy. She 
has had so much un- 
wanted attention that 
that’s not a conversation 
I’m asking her for. 


NASA/TNS (left); Fox Searchlight (right) 


Swan” is an example of a very high- 
strung, perfectionist character 
that’s really compelling to watch 
and very humanizing. 

One of the things that was re- 
ally exciting to me ... is that she 
actually is a very charismatic 
woman. She has a real positive 
energy to her ... she’s very calm, 
but also has a very confident 
swagger to her that’s very “The 
Right Stuff.” 

Lucy’s hairstyle is pretty distinc- 
tive. How did you and Natalie settle 
on the look? 

Ijust had this Dorothy Hamill 
image in my head, and luckily 
Natalie was game. The movie 
had to be a period piece, be- 
cause we don’t fly the space 
shuttle anymore. A lot of 
the fashion was informed 
by that. She’s not someone 
who cares much about 
clothes, so the goal was 
to make her Midwestern 
on some level. Make her 
feel like she shops at the 
stores that people shop at. 
She’s not up on the latest 
trends, and has a very 
practical haircut. 

In exploring Lucy’s 
feelings, the film 
comments on women 
who are perceived 
as “too emotional.” 
Why was that 
a question you 
wanted to explore? 

I believe that gen- 
der played a role in 
this story, and to 
not comment on it 
would be to ignore 
something really 
important. This 
is not a movie 
about a woman 
who falls apart 
because she is 
too emotional 
about a man, and 
the calibration 
of that was really 
important to me. 
The affair she has is 


symptomatic of a larger Noah 
crisis she has. And we Hawley 
thought a lot about, “How Sipa USA/TNS 
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Portman goes all in for ‘Lucy in 


By Katie WaLsu 


Tribune News Service 


¢ ¢ argo” and “Le- 
gion” auteur 
Noah Hawley 
shoots for the 


stars in his daring leap from the 
small screen to the big with his 
uniquely existential “Lucy in the 
Sky.” It’s a loose adaptation of the 
bizarre 2007 incident involving 
Lisa Nowak, an astronaut who 
was charged with attempted 
kidnapping after driving from 
Houston to Orlando to con- 
front the Air Force captain she 
believed to be involved with her 
lover, another astronaut. But 
rather than trafficking in tawdry 
true crime, Hawley and co-writ- 
ers Brian C. Brown and Elliott 
DiGuiseppi use the story to 
explore the thematic potential of 
what it means to return to life on 
Earth after experiencing space, 
from a point of view of a com- 
plex, challenging woman. 
Natalie Portman stars as Lucy, 
and it’s clear Portman is still in 
her “high camp” phase, follow- 
ing “Jackie” and “Vox Lux.” This 
means a lot of Choices with a 
capital C: She sports a bowl cut, a 
bow-legged swagger and a broad 
Southern accent as the ruthlessly 
ambitious astronaut, hardened 
by her tough-talking Nana (an 
always excellent Ellen Burstyn). 
Portman makes the choices work 
by fully committing to her char- 


Fox Searchlight 


Astronaut Lucy Cola (Natalie Portman) returns to Earth after a transcendent experience during a mission 
to space and begins to lose touch with reality in a world that now seems too small in “Lucy in the Sky.” 


acter and her journey without 
judgment or caricature. She does 
fine work making Lucy complex, 
sexy, funny and dangerous. The 
way she puts cowboy boots and a 
denim skirt to work as an exten- 
sion of her big, bold attitude is 
outstanding. 

Hawley also makes a lot of big 
choices in his cinematic directo- 
rial debut, some of which are 


somewhat confounding, but they 
enhance the surreal subjectiv- 
ity of Lucy’s return to Earth. 
Compositions are hazy and out 
of focus around the edges, giving 
the images the sense of a dream 
or a partially recovered memory. 
There is concern about Lucy’s 
state of mind after her experience 
in outer space, where she reports 
she’s “never felt so alive.” She 


has a hard time connecting with 
her husband, the utterly pleasant 
Drew (Dan Stevens), drawn to 
the other astronauts who under- 
stand her unmoored sense of how 
minuscule life on Earth can be. 
She’s especially drawn to astro- 
naut Mark (Jon Hamm), divorced 
and with a drinking problem, a 
walking bad decision. 

The film places us directly 


the Sky’ 


in Lucy’s state of mind, and 
Hawley reflects that in possibly 
his biggest creative choice of all: 
aconstantly shifting aspect ratio 
that slides from widescreen let- 
terbox to a squared off Academy 
ratio. He executes the transi- 
tions almost imperceptibly but 
decidedly, and one spends the 
movie chasing the edges of the 
frame, unpacking its theory. The 
screen’s shape follows her think- 
ing (during a drunken moment, 
it slides laterally, following her 
across the room): When she’s in 
the zone, fully possessed of all 
her many capabilities, even when 
they’re misdirected, the ratio 
stretches wide, expansive with 
possibilities. When she’s confined 
by her normal life, it shrinks. 
Lucy is an ambitious woman 
straining against the boundaries 
of her existence on this planet. 
In that resistance, in that stew of 
training, instinct, grief, jealousy 
and passion, bouncing off the 
upper limits that others have 
set for her, she struggles, cracks 
and breaks. Spectacularly. But 
even in her lowest moments, in 
the craziest scenarios, Hawley 
and Portman never deny Lucy’s 
power, making room for a small 
sense of anarchic triumph to 
break through, with a wink anda 
wisecrack and a will of iron. 


“Lucy in the Sky” is rated R for 
language and some sexual content. 
Running time: 124 minutes. 


‘Black and Blue’ a lean, mean corrupt cop thriller 


By Katie WaLsu 


Tribune News Service 


It seems like director Deon Taylor might be the only film- 
maker actively keeping the mid-budget adult thriller alive in 
this age of extinction. Plus, he’s prolific: His topical corrupt 
cop drama “Black and Blue” is his second 2019 film, arriv- 
ing just a few months after his surprisingly entertaining and 
campy home invasion horror thriller “The Intruder.” 

Taylor’s work is broad melodrama; subtle it is not. But he 
has a knack for efficiently executing a killer premise, and he 
works with excellent cinematographers. Daniel Pearl, who 
shot the original “The Texas Chainsaw Massacre,” lensed 
“The Intruder,” and Dante Spinotti, the legendary director 
of photography who shot the likes of Michael Mann’s “Heat,” 
is appropriately behind the camera for the cops and dealers 
tale that is “Black and Blue.” 

Set in New Orleans’ Ninth Ward, the contained chase film 
follows a female police officer, Alicia West (Naomie Harris), 
who has captured an officer-involved shooting on her body 
camera. As she tries to make her way back to her precinct to 
upload the footage and enter it as evidence against the cabal 
of cops murdering their informants, Alicia has to dodge both 
the black folks in the neighborhood who are suspicious of her 
uniform, and the boys in blue who can’t be trusted. Think 
Walter Hill’s “The Warriors,” but with a lone woman trying 
to cross town while dodging gangsters and law enforcement. 

Taylor’s film uses the current news moment to play with 
the idea of being watched, and to underscore the power of 
images in pursuit of truth and justice. It reminds us we live 
in a “pics or it didn’t happen” world, where video (whether 
body-cam or viral) has the power to condemn or exonerate. 
This is a point Taylor drives home with visual storytelling. 
As Alicia faces her foe, Malone (Frank Grillo), during a 
climactic confrontation, smartphones capture the showdown. 
Taylor’s camera picks out images of graffiti eyes looming 
down on them like silent witnesses. It’s a brutally obvious 
metaphor, but Taylor makes the effort to show it, not tell. 

Both Grillo and Harris are powerful actors, and Taylor 
unleashes them in a way they don’t often get to do. Tyrese 


Sony Pictures/AP 


Naomie Harris stars in the action thriller “Black and Blue.” 


Gibson and Mike Colter, who play Alicia’s reluctant ally 
Mouse and a drug kingpin, respectively, feel miscast. Colter, 
who can’t hide the inherent decency he projects, would have 
excelled in Gibson’s role, which is a bit of a stretch for him, 
while Gibson would have appropriately stunted as the flam- 
boyant, sadistic gangster. 

“Black and Blue” is big and broad. There is no stone 
unturned, no symbol unexploited, and the emotional tenor is 
at an 11. It’s melodrama for sure, and there’s absolutely no 
chance of interpreting his film differently than the way he in- 
tended, for better or for worse. Too late in the game, Peter A. 
Dowling’s script overreaches, trying to connect the corrup- 
tion to disasters like Hurricane Katrina and federal neglect. 
They don’t quite pull that one off, but damn if the rest of this 
lean, mean thriller isn’t exceptionally effective. 


"Black and Blue” is rated R for violence and language. Running time: 
108 minutes. 


STXfilms 


ALSO PLAYING 
‘Countdown’ 


When a nurse (Elizabeth Lail, “You”) 
downloads an app that claims to predict the 
moment a person will die, it tells her she only 
has three days to live. With the clock ticking 
and a figure haunting her, she must find a 
way to save her life before time runs out in 
“Countdown.” A review of the horror thriller, 
written and directed by Justin Dec, was not 
available at press time. The film is rated 
PG-13 for terror, violence, bloody images, 
suggestive material, language and thematic 
elements. Running time: 90 minutes. 
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A personal journe 


Concrete Genie is a children’s game 
about agonies of bullying, joys of art 


Concrete Genie follows the 
journey of a bullied teen 
named Ash, who escapes 
his troubles by bringing his 
colorful imagination to life 
in his sketchbook, while 
exploring his hometown of 
Denska — a once bright and 
bustling seaside town now 
polluted by the “darkness.” 


Sony Interactive Entertainment photos 


By CuristorHER Byrp 
Special to The Washington Post 


oncrete Genie’s optimistic storyline, 
akin to an old after-school television 
special, offers a lesson in empathy. 
It’s is a bit too straightforward and 
unironic for a sourpuss like me, but I'd like 
to think that it may help some kids come to 
terms with the fact that children can be cruel 
to each other for reasons that aren’t immedi- 
ately obvious. Since Concrete Genie is a chil- 
dren’s game (and it’s not made by Nintendo) 
I wasn’t betting I’d play through it, but I was 
disarmed by its novel gameplay which, for the 
most part, is oriented more around creation 
and problem-solving than confrontation. 

At the beginning of the game we are intro- 
duced to Ash, an artistic kid who loves draw- 
ing fanciful-looking creatures with horns 
and plumage in his notebook. Ignoring his 
mom’s wishes, Ash elects to while away a day 
in Denska, a young ghost town. The small 
island’s economy collapsed after a tanker 
spill polluted its coastal waters. 

Exacerbating the once-thriving fishing 
town’s woes are gnarled vines that have 
infested the area, blanketing walls and 
clogging up machinery. This mysterious 
substance, which is colloquially referred to 
as the “darkness,” is a byproduct of negative 
mental energy. Admittedly, at no point did I 
become interested in the story. 

Ash’s day is upset after a group of unruly 
kids snatch his notebook and scatter its 
pages. The kids then push Ash onto a tram 
that goes to a tiny island guarded by a pur- 
portedly spooky lighthouse. 

Ash doesn’t let the kids’ warnings get to 
him. Without much ado, he sets about explor- 
ing. Inside the lighthouse, Ash discovers 
one of the pages of his notebook on the floor. 
Dejected, he hangs his head in despair when 
Luna, the creature from his notebook, mirac- 
ulously comes to life on the wall. Projecting 
her power from the wall, Luna mends Ash’s 
torn notebook and gives him a magic brush. 

Luna signals that she’d like Ash to paint 
afew specific designs from his notebook 
on the wall. Pressing the right trigger will 
cause Ash to take out his brush and open 
his notebook. Using the control pad, you can 
select a design from the notebook and paint 
it on a wall by pressing the right trigger and 


guiding Ash’s brush using the DualShock’s 
motion-control sensors. You can quickly 

and easily make fetching murals by mixing 
different designs. In turn, these murals can 
activate darkened strings of lightbulbs hang- 
ing overhead, which causes the surrounding 
area to light up. By the time Luna’s tutorial is 
complete, it’s clear that she would like for you 
to revive Denska by painting throughout it. 

Ash is helped with his task by different 
genies, like Luna, who have special abilities. 
Fire genies, electric genies and the like can 
move across Ash’s artwork and burn away 
obstacles or power up junction boxes. Genies, 
however, recoil at the darkness. 

To clear away those tangly tendrils of solid 
mental anguish, Ash must use super paint. 
Super paint can be acquired by fulfilling a 
genie’s request for a particular mural design. 
You spend much of the game painting the 
walls of the town, lighting up all the bulbs in 
each area and using super paint to remove 
the darkness. (Toward the end, Ash’s brush 
can be used as a projectile weapon to hurl 
elemental attacks at nefarious genies.) 

As Ash goes about his task, he must avoid 
the bullies who roam around the area to 
avoid being thrown into a dumpster. Con- 
crete Genie excels at capturing the feeling of 
what it’s like to be a kid happily engaged in 
his own thing and the annoyance that comes 


from being interrupted by those with nothing 
better to do. Over the course of the game, 
Ash comes to understand that his tormen- 
tors all suffer from their own inner conflicts, 
which lead them to lash out. The plotline un- 
ambiguously sides with a nurture, as opposed 
to nature, reading of human failings. 

Because of its unusual mechanics, I don’t 
think Concrete Genie is a game that one can 
easily get a feel for from watching a trailer. I 
never would have guessed that I’d in any way 
enjoy creating murals and watching funny- 
looking creatures scamper about them, but 
I did because I found it all mostly relaxing. 
Though a VR mode is available that allows 
you to paint different designs using the Play- 
Station Move controllers and to watch one of 
Ash’s genies to delight in them, it’s a bite- 
sized offering that makes for little more than 
a pleasant, if not particularly memorable, 
diversion. 

Concrete Genie’s wide-eyed appreciation 
for creativity and offbeat gameplay make it 
easy to recommend to parents looking for 
something for elementary or middle school 
kids. Though it lacks three-dimensional char- 
acters, it doesn’t lack for joie de vivre. 

Platforms: PlayStation 4, PlayStation VR 

Online: playstation.com/en-us/games/ 
concrete-genie-ps4 
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Beyond the wall 


See remains of an ancient Celtic rampart, 
visit a village, hike trails in Otzenhausen 


By JENNIFER H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 


n the hills of Saarland about 

40 miles west of Kaiser- 

slautern is an ancient wall 

that has ringed the forest 
for more than 2,000 years. 

The Celtic ring wall in Hun- 
srueck-Hochwald National Park 
is one of the largest remaining 
fortifications from the time that 
the Celts were the most powerful 
people in northern and central 
Europe. 

Historians believe the wall, 
which consists of a main and 
outer fort, was built as early 
as the 5th or 4th century B.C. 

Its purpose was most likely to 
defend against Germanic tribes 
who began to migrate into the 
area around that time. Around 
the 1st century B.C., it was aban- 
doned for unknown reasons. 

Though it’s now about half the 
height it once was, much of it 
remains intact, giving visitors a 
glimpse of the great lengths the 
local Teveri tribe of Celts once 
went to keep out invaders. 

Wandering around the area, 
particularly on a misty, rain- 
soaked day, it feels as if one is 
on the set of the just-concluded 
HBO fantasy series “Game of 
Thrones,” with ancient and mod- 
ern worlds colliding on a slope 


offering sweeping views of the 
surrounding forest. 

One way to access the wall 
is to follow the archaeological 
path. Its 10 sign boards in four 
languages, including English, 
point the way and explain the 
history and significance of the 
area. The trail roughly follows 
a loop, climbing up through the 
forest, passing through what was 
believed to have been a gateway 
into the main fort. It takes about 
60 to 90 minutes, walking at a 
leisurely pace. 

The path goes past a Celtic 
grave and the foundation walls 
of an old Roman temple. On 
the north side, where the wall 
was once as tall as a five-story 
building, there are stone stairs 
that lead up and over the wall to 
the other side. It’s also possible 
to walk along the top of the wall, 
though at a much slower pace. 

On the outskirts of the ring 
wall is a Celtic park witha 
reconstructed Celtic village com- 
plete with houses made of mud, 
wood, stone and thatched roofs. 
It’s closed during the winter but 
reopens in March. 

Numerous trails crisscross the 
area, so get a map and make a 
day of it. The hiking possibilities 
are seemingly limitless. 


Svan jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


DIRECTIONS 
Address: 66620 Otzenhausen, 
Ringwallstrasse 80. Otzenhau- 
sen is around 25 miles west of 
Baumholder, 35 miles northwest 
of Ramstein and 40 miles south 
of Spangdahlem. 

Free parking at Waldparkplatz 
car park in Otzenhausen. The 
parking area is across the street 


from the Celtic park and the 
trails to the Celtic ring wall. 


TIMES 

The Celtic ring wall is open 24 
hours a day, year-round. The 
Celtic park with the reconstruct- 


ed village is open March 30 to 
Oct. 27. Call for hours. Special 
events are held throughout the 
season and guided tours of the 
wall are available. 


COSTS 

Admission to the wall is free. For 
the Celtic park, children 5 and 
under are free, ages 6 to 18 are 2 
euros, and adults are 2.50 euros. 


INFORMATION 


Phone +49 (0)6873 6600 
Online: keltenpark-otzenhausen. 
de; email: tourist@nonnweiler.de 


— Jennifer H. Svan 
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Above: A misty forest 
and stone seats can 
be seen through an 
opening in a stone 
building inside the 
ancient Celtic ring 
wall in Otzenhausen, 
Germany. 


Left: A stone face is 
carved into the rock 
next to an ancient 
spring near the Celtic 
ring wall. 


Far left: A small 

Celtic village was 
reconstructed near the 
Celtic fortification. 
Puoros ey JENNIFER H. SvaN 
Stars and Stripes 
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St. Andrews: Hit the links, books and beach 


iny St. Andrews has a huge repu- 

tation, known around the world 

as the birthplace and royal seat 

of golf. The chance to play on the 
world’s oldest course — or at least take in 
the iconic view of its 18th hole — keeps 
the town perennially popular among golf- 
ing pilgrims. But any visitor to Scotland 
should consider at least a short stop in this 
scenic, intriguingly historic university 
town. 

Located about a 11-hour drive north 
of Edinburgh, and dramatically crowning 
the cliffs at the tip of a peninsula jutting 
into the North Sea, St. Andrews has been a 
tourist destination for centuries — in part 
because of its important role in Scottish 
history. 

During the religious turbulence be- 
tween the Great Schism and the Reforma- 
tion, St. Andrews was the ecclesiastical 
capital of Scotland, and its cathedral was 
its showpiece church. The relics of its 
namesake saint first put the town on the 
medieval map, drawing pilgrims from 
around Europe ... until it was ransacked 
by Protestants, and its stones repurposed 
for newer buildings in town. Just a few 
blocks away from the cathedral ruins is 
St. Andrews Castle, which had also been 
largely destroyed during the Reformation. 
What little is left makes a fun visit for its 
dungeons and tunnels. 

In addition to its ruined cathedral and 
castle, St. Andrews still retains its origi- 
nal medieval, compact street plan, with 
just four main streets that all lead to the 
cathedral, connected mostly by narrow, 
twisting lanes called “wynds.” (The street 
sign for one of them, Butts Wynd, often 
goes missing for some reason.) 

But golf is the main draw of the town; 
for any serious golfer, a visit to St. An- 
drews means the chance to play a round 


where the sport was supposedly invented: 
the Old Course. Since the grassy beach- 
front strip just outside St. Andrews 
couldn’t support crops, it was used for 
playing the game — and centuries later, 
it still is. The first record of golf being 
played here was in 1553 (but nobody 
knows exactly when 
and where people 
first hit a ball with a 
stick for fun). 

While golf’s origins 
might be a little 
ambiguous, there’s 
no doubt that the 
town turned it into 
the sport we know 
today. Why do golf 
courses have 18 
holes? Because that’s 
how many fit at the Old Course. Except for 
when it’s hosting the British Open, the Old 
Course is open to the public. But play- 
ing a round here is pricey and requires 
major planning: Reserve at least a year 
in advance, or try your luck in the daily 
lottery. The St. Andrews Links include six 
other courses that are much easier (and 
cheaper) to play. 

Nongolfers (like me) can still brag that 
they’ve golfed at St. Andrews by playing 
around at the Old Course’s fun putting 
course — nicknamed “The Himalayas” 
for its dramatically hilly terrain. While 
the building housing the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club, still golf’s rulemaking 
body, is off-limits to nonmembers, anyone 
can take in the history of the sport at the 
nearby British Golf Museum, with a com- 
pact exhibit that reverently explains the 
game’s origins and changes over time. 

Just below the Old Course is a broad, 
two-mile-long beach called the West 
Sands, offering great views of the town 


Rick Steves 


Cameron Hewrrt/Ricksteves.com 


To reserve a tee time at the scenic Old Course of the St. Andrews Links, you'll need to 
book a year ahead — and pay a pretty penny. 


— and the chance to reenact the opening 
scene of “Chariots of Fire,” filmed on this 
stretch of sand. 

The town is also the home of Scotland’s 
most important university: Founded in 
1413, the University of St. Andrews is the 
third-oldest in the English-speaking world 
— only Oxford and Cambridge have been 
around longer. The quad of St. Salvator’s 
College, known to students as Sally’s 
Quad, is the university’s heart. As most 
university classrooms, offices and librar- 
ies are spread out across town, during the 
school term, shops and pubs brim with 
student energy. 


St. Andrews is well-connected by train 
and bus to Edinburgh, making it an easy 
day trip from Scotland’s capital. The 
town also makes a handy home base for a 
variety of fun side trips to some less-tour- 
isted spots nearby: interesting museums 
in the city of Dundee; Glamis Castle, the 
childhood home of the late Queen Mother; 
and a string of relaxing fishing villages 
along a stretch of nearby coast called the 
East Neuk. 

Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) writes 
European travel guidebooks and hosts travel 
shows on public television and public radio. Email 


him at rick@ricksteves.com and follow his blog on 
Facebook. 


TOP TRAVEL PICKS 


Halloween in Germany 


Although Halloween traditions 
lack deep roots there, spooky, all- 
ages fun lurks in many corners 
of Germany these days, too. Here 
are a few options near U.S. bases: 

Speyer: as part of its annual 
autumn fun fair, a zombie walk 
takes place Oct. 25. At5 p.m., 
future zombies can have their 
makeup done for free near the 
Ferris wheel. At 6:30 p.m., the 
undead meet up at the square 
by the Altpoertel, or Old Gate, 
then make their way back to the 
fairgrounds on the Festplatz, just 
a short walk from the cathedral. 

Mayen: the city’s annual “Fes- 
tival der Magier und Hexen” on 
Oct. 26 gives younger folks in 
costume and painted faces the 
chance to encounter wizards, 
magicians and other fantastic 
figures in the downtown area and 
Genovevaburg Castle. Walking 
acts, magic shows and pumpkin 
carving set the proper tone from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mayen is located 
about 25 miles west of Koblenz. 
Online: tinyurl.com/ySbrjen2 

Mechernich: Halloween at 
Burg Satzvey is celebrated twice, 
on Oct. 26 and 31. The party in 
the castle courtyard kicks off at 6 
p.m. and offers scary spooks and 
monsters along with a labyrinth 
of horrors and a stage show. An 
after-party with DJ music takes 
place from 9 p.m. Children under 
4 can enjoy a “Kinderland” 


Karen Bradbury 


Read more about things to do 
in the Europe Traveler blog: 
stripes.com/blogs/europe-traveler 


where painting and playing is 
the order of the day. Adult entry 
costs 17 euros on Oct. 26 and 20 
euros on Oct. 31; admission for 
ages 4-12 costs 12 euros. Online: 
tinyurl.com/y35y8bho 
Mannheim: Luisenpark is 
traditionally the place for young 
ghosts and goblins to gather on 
Halloween night. Starting at 5 
p.m. Oct. 31, the thematically 
decorated park offers scares of a 
softer sort, a fire-eater, shadow 
and puppet theaters and other 
shows. Admission to the park 
goes for 10 euros for adults and 
4 euros for children. Online: 
luisenpark.de/node/3522 
Wiesbaden: Through Oct. 27, 
the pedestrian zone between the 
Luisenforum and Mauritiusplatz 
gets a Halloween makeover with 
scary decor, street food vendors, 


face-painting and other activi- 
ties. 


Bonfire night in Britain 

The dark autumn skies over 
the U.K. will be punctuated by 
bright bursts of light over the 
first two weekends of November, 
as communities across the nation 
celebrate Guy Fawkes, otherwise 
referred to as Bonfire Night. 

The non-official holiday com- 
memorating the attempt of Guy 
Fawkes and a group of Catholic 
conspirators to blow up Parlia- 
ment on Nov. 5, 1605, is marked 
with smoky celebrations such as 
massive bonfires and impressive 
displays of fireworks. 

Parks and fairgrounds across 
the land will host fun fairs and 
festivities, and all ages will feast 
on traditional fare such as sau- 
sages and coal-roasted potatoes. 
Cities tend to organize events 
commensurate with their size, 
such as Cambridge’s Bonfire 
Night on Midsummer Common 
from 6 p.m. Nov. 5 or Bury St. 
Edmund’s Big Night Out at Mel- 
ford Hall Park from 6 p.m. Nov. 
9. Should a visit to London be in 
the cards, a good bet might be 
the Light up the Night fireworks 
spectacular from 5 p.m. Nov. 10 
at Wembley Park. The festival in- 
cludes a carnival parade, music, 
live performances and, of course, 
fireworks. Entry is free. Online: 
wembleypark.com/fireworks 


Micuaet Goewre/Der Fotoschmied 


Scary scenes abound at several 
castles in Germany this time of 
year, including this gory bride at 
Burg Satzvey in Mechernich. 


Country music artists 
tour Germany 


Country music fans might no- 
tice an ever-increasing number 
of their favorite performers tour- 
ing in Germany. 

The Sound of Nashville is a 
relatively new concert series 
bringing up-and-coming coun- 
try artists across the pond to 
perform acoustic sets in club- 
like venues and the big names 
to larger arenas. Artists on 
tour as part of Country Music 
Week Germany in 2019 include 
Logan Mize (Cologne Oct. 26, 


Frankfurt Oct. 27, Berlin Oct. 28, 
Munich Oct. 29, Hamburg Oct. 
31), Willie Jones and Tyler Rich 
(Cologne Oct. 29, Berlin Oct. 30, 
Hamburg Nov. 1), James Barker 
Band (Munich Nov. 15, Hamburg 
Nov. 16, Cologne Nov. 17, Berlin 
Nov. 18, Frankfurt Nov. 19) and 
Noah Guthrie (Cologne Dec. 9, 
Hamburg Dec. 10). The Sound of 
Nashville Festival comes to the 
Berlin Arena Aug. 29-30, 2020. 
Another new event on the 
country music scene is the Sea- 
side Country Festival, an indoor 
festival at Ferien- und Freizeit- 
park Weissenhaeuser Strand 
in Wangels, Germany, on May 
8-9. The Brothers Osborne are 
on board, with other acts to be 
announced. Online: seasidecoun- 
tryfestival.de 


Rides in Luxembourg 


Public transportation can 
significantly affect a budget 
traveler’s expenses, but it soon 
won't hurt a bit for those touring 
Luxembourg. 

As of March 2020, the Duchy 
plans to remove all fees for trips 
on trains, trams and buses. Au- 
thorities hope the move will lead 
to less congestion from commut- 
ers making their way to and from 
work, and more importantly, 
help to narrow the gap between 
high and low wage earners. The 
country’s estimated 1.2 million 
annual tourists will no doubt ap- 
preciate the measure as well. 
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WEEKEND: FOOD & DINING 


Right: Mama’s Fresh Streetfood Company 
in Weiden, Germany, looks unassuming 
but serves a great hamburger, just 
minutes from Grafenwoehr. 


Below: People order burgers at Mama’s. 
Don’t wait until closing: When the meat is 
gone, Mama’s shuts down for the day. 


Puoros sy Martin Ecnasu/Stars and Stripes 


Meating expectations 


Mama’s in Grafenwoehr puts emphasis 
on the best part of the burger: the beef 


By Martin Ecnasu 
Stars and Stripes 


urope has some great food, but 
there are some things America 
does much better. Hamburgers is 
one of them. 

I find it hard to get a really good burger on 
this side of the pond. I’ve tried burgers from 
the U.K. to Ukraine and found most of them 
to be mediocre. 

Most European burgers have too-big 
buns, which is not something I usually 
complain about. But I find having too much 
bun often takes away from the flavor of the 
meat. And meat, not buns, is what burgers 
are about, right? 

For a long time, I considered the best 
burger joint in Europe to be a tiny, greasy 
hole in the wall in the Czech Republic called 
“New York Burger.” The patties are deli- 
cious, the buns don’t take away from the 
meat, and they have a secret sauce that’s 
pretty great. And I love that they named 
themselves after New York, which is not 
famous for its hamburgers. 

But if you’re in the Grafenwoehr area, you 
don’t have to drive across the Czech border 
to taste great burgers. 

One of the best burgers I’ve had in Eu- 
rope was from a small red shack on the side 
of the road by a home improvement store in 
Grafenwoehr. The place is called Mama’s 
Fresh Streetfood, and their beef is the best. 

Mama’s doesn’t look like much on the out- 
side, but there’s more to this roadside shack 
than meets the eye. 

All of their meat is regionally sourced, 
high-quality beef. They get a daily supply 
of fresh beef, and when it runs out they stop 
serving burgers. In fact, their closing hours 
are almost meaningless, as most days they 
just close whenever they run out of fresh 
meat. 

In fact, their hours are extremely exclu- 
sive. It’s like they don’t even want your busi- 
ness. They’re only open three days a week, 
and sometimes Saturday. 

I get the impression that this is more like 
the owner’s hobby than a regular business. 
But the passion really shows. 


AFTER 
a HOURS 


The thick patties have just the right 
amount of fat and are jam-packed with 
flavor. 

There are only a few types of burgers, but 
that’s enough. 

I tried the Italian burger, a thick beef 
patty seasoned with some mild dressing and 
lots of vegetables. It was fantastic. 

Ialso sampled the Bud Spencer, a barbe- 
cue, bacon double cheeseburger, which is 
absolutely too much meat, but it’s so good 
you can’t stop eating. 

The regular cheeseburgers look great, as 
do the jalapeno cheddar burgers, but there’s 
only so much I can eat before I burst. 

A good burger place wouldn’t be worth its 
salt if it didn’t have good fries, and Mama’s 
doesn’t disappoint on that front, either. 

The fries aren’t good; they’re amazing. 
They’re crispy, fatty and flavorful. But even 
more impressive are their sweet potato 
fries. Not a lot of people do sweet potato fries 
well. The ones at Mama’s are great. 

Ihighly advise you to give this little place 
a shot before they sell out of meat for the 
day. It’s totally worth it. 


egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 
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An Italian cheeseburger is accompanied by 
impressively tasty sweet potato fries. 


A Bud Spencer barbecue bacon double 
cheeseburger is a delicious meat explosion. 


Barbecued bacon fries combine the best of 
the meat and potato worlds. 


Address: Regensburger Str. 59, 92637 
Weiden in der Oberpfalz 

Directions: A 15-minute drive from the 
Grafenwoehr Training Area, off the B249. 
Hours: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Thursdays and Fridays, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
And every first Saturday of the month, 


MAMA'S FRESH STREETFOOD COMPANY 


11 a.m. to 5 p.m. But closing times mean 

nothing — they close for the day when 

they run out of meat. 

Website: mamas-weiden.de 

Prices: Burgers are around $7 each. 

Dress code: It’s a shack. Wear whatever. 
— Martin Egnash 


Sauteed 
pork full 
of flavors 


By Linpa GAssENHEIMER 
Tribune News Service 


Sweet maple syrup, spicy mus- 
tard and tart balsamic vinegar 
make an unusual sweet and sour 
glaze for sauteed pork medal- 
lions. The medallions are made 
by cutting pork tenderloin into 
slices and then flattening them to 
about 12 inch thick. This shortens 
the cooking time for the pork. 

The yellow potatoes and 
broccoli take only minutes in a 
microwave. This whole meal can 
be made in about 15 minutes. 

Helpful hints: 

* Red potatoes can be used 
instead of yellow or gold ones. 

+ Cut the broccoli florets the 
same size as the potatoes. 

+ After the potatoes are mi- 
crowaved, let them rest, covered 
while you make the pork. 

Shopping list: 

To buy: 2 pound yellow or 
gold potatoes, ¥/ pound zucchini, 
%¥ pound pork tenderloin, 1 small 
bottle maple syrup and Dijon 
mustard. 

Staples: balsamic vinegar, 
olive oil, salt and black pepper- 
corns. 


GLAZED PORK MEDALLIONS 


Ingredients: 

34 pound pork tenderloin 

2 tablespoons maple syrup 

2 teaspoons balsamic vinegar 

2 teaspoons Dijon mustard 

1 tablespoon olive oil 

Directions: 

Remove visible fat from pork 
and cut into 1-inch slices. Place 
pork slices between 2 pieces of 
plastic wrap and flatten to 1/2 
inch with the palm of your hand 
or a meat bat. Whisk the maple 
syrup, balsamic vinegar and 
mustard together. Heat the olive 
oil in a nonstick skillet over high 
heat. Brown the pork medal- 
lions for 2 minutes. Turn and 
brown the second side 2 minutes. 
Reduce heat to low, pour maple 
syrup mixture over pork, cover 
with a lid and cook 2 minutes. A 
meat thermometer should read 
145 degrees. Serve with the 
sauce spooned over top. 

Yields 2 servings. 


YELLOW POTATOES 
AND BROCCOLI 


Ingredients: 

¥4 pound yellow or gold pota- 
toes, unpeeled, cut into 1-inch 
cubes (2 cups) 

1% pound broccoli florets, cut 
about same size as potatoes (3 
cups) 

2 tablespoon water 

14% tablespoons olive oil 

Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper 

Directions: 

Place potatoes and broccoli in 
a microwave-safe bowl and add 2 
tablespoons water. Cover with a 
plate or plastic wrap. Microwave 
on high 5 minutes. Toss with 
olive oil and salt and pepper. 

Yields 2 servings. 
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For fans, Harry Potter charms on 2 continents 


By ALexanpra Peccr 
Special to The Washington Post 


y 10-year-old daugh- 

ter, Chloe, squared 

her feet, raised her 

arm toward the 
dark, diamond-paned windows, 
and waved her wand in a triangle 
pattern as she shouted an incan- 
tation into the night air. 

“Incendio!” 

Immediately, the building’s 
dark windows glowed with 
brilliant white light, anda 
small crowd of people around 
us gasped and clapped. Chloe 
looked at me with a smile as 
bright as the magical glow she 
had just conjured. 

It’s a great time to be a Harry 
Potter fan. 

“Harry Potter and the Sorcer- 
er’s Stone,” the first installment 
in J.K. Rowling’s seven-book 
juggernaut, is more than two de- 
cades old, but in many ways, the 
world of Harry Potter fandom 
seems more fevered than ever 
before. 

One word helps explain why: 
immersion. 

Fans (remember, the word is 
short for fanatic) want to do more 
than passively watch movies or 
read books. Instead, Potterheads 
long to taste Bertie Bott’s Every 
Flavour Beans, ride a broom- 
stick, cast magic spells and get 


sorted into their Hogwarts house 
(I’m a Hufflepuff; Chloe is a 
Gryffindor). 

For that kind of deep-dive 
Harry Potter experience, there 
are two main options, both of 
which Chloe and I visited this 
year. 

Chloe cast her lantern-lighting 
spell in January at the Wizarding 
World of Harry Potter at Uni- 
versal Orlando Resort, sections 
of the Florida theme park that 
plunge fans deep into Rowl- 
ing’s magical realm of flying 
broomsticks and fire-breathing 
dragons. 

In August, we headed to 
England to visit the Warner 
Bros. Studio Tour London — The 
Making of Harry Potter, which 
features the real sets, costumes, 
props, animatronics, art and 
more on the soundstages and 
backlot where the Harry Potter 
films were made. 

Here’s how they compared. 


Sights 

The Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter includes two “lands” — 
Diagon Alley, a magical London 
neighborhood, and Hogsmeade, 
a snow-covered Scottish vil- 
lage — within two larger theme 
parks. 

Diagon Alley is the standout. 
Its entrance is “hidden” from the 


Universal Orlando Resort 


In the Wizarding World of Harry Potter theme park in Orlando, Fla., 
visitors can explore the village of Hogsmeade. 


Puotos ey Atexanpra Pecei/For The Washington Post 


Top: A model of Hogwarts is among the sets on display on the London soundstages and backlot where 
the Harry Potter films were made. Above: A fire-breathing dragon perches atop Gringotts Bank in 


Diagon Alley at Universal Orlando. 


rest of the park by a brick wall, 
marked only by signs for the 
Leaky Cauldron and the London 
Underground. A gap in the wall 
reveals a short, twisting path 
that opens into a rabbit’s warren 
of cobbled streets, Tudor-style 
wooden buildings and magical 
shops with names like Slug & 
Jiggers Apothecary. Gringotts 
Bank at the top of the street is a 
showstopper: It’s a white marble 
tower capped with a huge, fierce- 
looking dragon that breathes real 
fire every 15 minutes and never 
fails to elicit shocked shrieks 
from newcomers. 

There’s also Knockturn Alley, 
a street devoted to the dark arts 
that’s lit with a creepy green 
glow. Wanted posters of Harry 
Potter paper the walls, while 
evil artifacts like human skulls 
and poisonous-looking potions 
pack the shelves at the shop 
Borgin and Burkes. Chloe was 
visibly spooked, as though she 
had forgotten we weren't actually 
lurking in a dark wizard’s stomp- 
ing grounds. 

At the London studio tour, the 
sights are kicked up a notch. 
Here, too, you can stroll down 
Diagon Alley, but you’ll also 
enter the dark and twisting paths 
of the Forbidden Forest, where 
mist hovers in the air, giant 
spiders drop from branches and 
acentaur stands in the shadowy 
distance. You can see Harry’s 
cupboard under the stairs; step 
inside number 4 Privet Drive; 


look around Dumbledore’s office, 
with its magical tools and por- 
traits of snoozing headmasters; 
peek into the Gryffindor com- 
mon room, littered with candy 
wrappers and other teenage 
detritus; and witness a terrify- 
ing scene in which a giant snake 
is about to devour a Hogwarts 
teacher while Voldemort and his 
minions look on. 

As for the props, costumes, 
makeup tools, prosthetics, 
animatronics, art renderings 
and movie-magic exhibits here, 
there are too many to list. Think 
of an elaborate prop or costume 
from the films and it’s probably 
on display: Harry’s glasses. The 
flying Ford Anglia. A dementor 
hanging spookily from the ceil- 
ing. The entrance to the Cham- 
ber of Secrets. Dumbledore’s 
Pensieve. The electric-purple, 
triple-decker Knight Bus. Sirius 
Black’s ragged prison uniform. 
Neville’s Mimbulus mimbletonia. 
Professor Umbridge’s poisonous 
pink office. Every horcrux. It’s 
all here. 

Winner: Studio tour 


Interactivity 


In the Wizarding World theme 
park, interactivity is the name 
of the game. You can really shop 
for gag gifts at Weasleys’ Wizard 
Wheezes and chocolate frogs 
and sugar quills at Honeydukes. 
The mirror at Madam Malkin’s 
Robes for All Occasions critiques 
your wardrobe in a persnickety 


voice. Dial 62442 (M-A-G-I-C) 
ina red British phone booth to 
hear a message from the Minis- 
try of Magic. You can exchange 
Muggle money for wizard money 
and really spend it in the park. 
There are live music and dance 
performances, and the Knight 
Bus’ conductor will engage you 
in funny banter. And, of course, 
there are spectacular rides, 
like the thrilling Harry Potter 
and the Escape from Gringotts, 
which re-creates Harry’s bank 
heist, and the Hogwarts Express, 
which visitors can ride between 
Hogsmeade and Diagon Alley. 
But the biggest hits with our 
family were the interactive 
wands, which you can buy at the 
park. Wave them in different 
spots (and with the correct move- 
ment) to watch magic happen 
before your eyes. You can ignite 
lanterns, conjure writing on 
parchment, make water spout 
from a fountain, or open and 
close a magical flower. There are 
dozens of these interactive spots 
throughout Diagon Alley and 
Hogsmeade, including some that 
aren’t marked on the map that 
comes with the wand. Plus, Olli- 
vanders wand shop is an interac- 
tive experience in itself — from 
each group that enters, one lucky 
kid (which on our visit happened 
to be Chloe) gets plucked from 
the crowd to be “chosen” by a 
wand. Don’t worry, you can 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 
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still buy one even if you’re not 
chosen. 

While there are certainly 
some elements of interactivity 
at the studio tour — like sitting 
in a Hogwarts Express train 
compartment and riding a broom 
against a green screen — there 
aren’t as many. 

Winner: Theme park 


Food 


Let’s get the most important 
thing out of the way: You can 
sample butterbeer at both at- 
tractions. But to go deep into a 
wizard’s daily diet, the theme 
park can’t be beat. Get tradi- 
tional British pub grub at the 
Leaky Cauldron and the Three 
Broomsticks; sip fire whisky and 
pints of beer at the Hog’s Head; 
sample magical sweets and 
pumpkin juice at Honeydukes; 
and indulge in a frozen treat at 
Florean Fortescue’s Ice Cream 
Parlour. 

Winner: Theme park 


Cost 


In Orlando, the Wizard- 
ing World’s Diagon Alley and 
Hogsmeade lands are split 
between two separate parks 
— which means two admission 
prices. For our family of three, 
visiting both parks for one day 
with a park-hopper pass (which 
is required to ride the Hogwarts 
Express between the two) cost 
more than $500. 

Compare that to the studio 
tour, where adult admission costs 
about $56 and a child’s costs 
about $46. Assuming you need 
flights and a hotel for both vaca- 
tions, London may be the better 
deal, depending on the time of 
year and your origin city. 

Winner: Studio tour 


Accessibility 


Chloe walks with forearm 
crutches and was able to ac- 
cess nearly everything in both 
London and Orlando. Each 
attraction’s restrooms and dining 
options were accessible, too. Two 
small parts of the studio tour 
had a couple of stairs. However, 
the studio tour doesn’t charge 
admission for a disabled guest’s 
caregiver; we paid for Chloe’s 
child admission while I got in 
free. Check the website for in- 
structions on booking these free 
“carer” tickets. 

Winner: Tie 


Conclusion 


So which was better, London or 
Orlando? Theme park or film set? 
For what I'll call the overall nerd 
factor, Chloe and I preferred the 
studio tour, hands down. There 
were jaw-dropping, OMG mo- 
ments around every corner and 
we felt like we barely scratched 
the surface with our four-hour 
visit. 

But really, we loved both at- 
tractions, and choosing between 
the two depends on your prefer- 
ences. If you’re looking for theme 
park thrills and real interactiv- 
ity, head to Orlando (or the other 
Wizarding World locations in 
Hollywood or Japan). If you want 
to geek out over behind-the- 
scenes movie magic and walk 
through magnificent, detailed 
film sets, London wins. Either 
way, you can’t go wrong — both 
experiences are truly magical. 

Online: universalorlando.com; 
wbstudiotour.co.uk 


Zimtbliite 


asian food 


Call 0631-58047 for Pick-Up Orders 
Tue-Sun 11am-9pm Mon Closed 
Weilerbacher Str. 110 
67661 Kaiserslautern 


COCKTAIL 
CASINO 


Ea CHADA HAPPY Hour 


ENCHI Hour 


Schillerplatz 3-5 
67655 Kaiserslautern 
0631 3702 7570 
www.Enchilada-kaiserslautern.de 


XIAN, 


Kaiserstr. 117 
67661 Kaiserslautern-Einsiedlerhof 
0631-99328 
‘www.cantina-mexicana.com 


Restaurant | Hiergarten |Party service | Bute Pale 


Neue Amberger StraBe 39 
92655 Grafenwohr « 09641 9369-0 
www.hotelboehm.de 


Neue Amberger StraBe 39 
92655 Grafenwohr 
09641 9369-0 - www.hotelboehm.de 


C naslasta 
Anastasia Greek Specialties 
Im Markwinkel 1, 92655 Grafenwéhr 


09641-9292955 
wwwanastasia-grafenwoehr.de 


Hotel Forsthaus by Garmisch 


Free Breakfast, Family Apartments, 
Hot Tub, Sauna, Dogs Welcome, 
American/German Owned, 

36 EUR/Person, Double Occupancy, Per Night. 

Tel: 08824-9120 + Email: hotel@forsthaus-oberau.de 
VAT Forms accepted! www.frsthaus-oberau.de 


authentic 
Ponce] indian cuisine 
STUTTGART Prorsheimer Stz 309 * Phone 0711-88 94 206 
ECHTERDINGEN Esslinger Str 1 = Phone 0711-99 76 38 16 
LEONBERG Leonberger St 97 Phone o7i52-90 222 
Hours: 2.00 ~1430 and 7730 ~73,00 


Two Locations: 


 *, HohenloherstraBe 8 
70435 Stuttgart 
and 
MarienstraBe 28 
70178 Stuttgart 


TRIPLE B - High Quality Burgers 
www.beef-burger-brothers.de 


alio 6 ane ia 
bit 


OUTLETCITY METZINGEN 
Lindenpl. 5, 72555 Metzingen 
+49 (0)7123 38 11 61, 
Opening Hours: 

Mon — Sat 11:30am — 10pm 


*e12 


Breakfast - Lunch 


Daily Special 

Coffe & Cake TADT (ee 
Horneade Ice Cream Holeseringen 
Sunday Breakfast, = 
Turmstr 6 Opening Times 

71088 Holzgerlingen Mo-Fr 8:30amto 7pm 
07031 414777 Sa Sam to 6pm. 


www.dasstadtcafede Sun 


9am to 7pm 


EHRBAR 


ST BURGER IN TOW,, 


Be 
Lauchstrasse 1 - 71032 Béblingen 
T: 07031 98 96 961 
www.ehrbar-bb.de 
facebook/Ehrbar-Béblingen 


pullman 


Vollmoellerstrasse 5 + 70563 
VAIHINGEN - STUTTGART 


BOOK TODAY 0711 730 2300 


wvevenaey vwenees 


‘Come Experience Germany's 
Finest Beer and Authentic 
German Cuisine 
wivw-brauhaus-astel de 
tt Suhr Ring 27 
55252 Mainz Kastel 
Tel. 06134-24999 
Open dtl from 11:00-24:00, 


Restaurant 


Open daily 
11:30 - 15:00 & 17:30 - 23:30 
USD accepted - Master Card/Visa 
Tel 06134- 258928 
Uthmann Strasse 8, Mainz-Kostheim 


OPEN 
Monday - Friday 


BULLS 06:00 - 20:00 


MEATLOVERS —_— 
=r Weekends 
08:00 - 20:00 


Located in the Wiesbaden Main Train Station: 
directly after entering the main entrance. 


™é 
BABS 4a 
LU and RESORT 


Hotel Villa 


Just3 Minutes from Rose Barracks 
Amberger Str.9 + 92249 Vilseck 
E-Mail: hotel-villa@emall.de 
Tel: +49 (0) 9662/42070 
www.hotel-villa-vilseck.de 
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WEEKEND: QUICK TRIPS 


Technically 
speaking 


Interactive displays at the Miraikan 
museum in Tokyo make science fun 


By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 


he National Museum of Emerg- 

ing Science and Innovation, more 

commonly known as Miraikan, 

showcases Japan’s leading 
studies in science and technology. The 
museum offers an interactive, hands-on 
learning experience enjoyable for visitors 
of all ages. 

Located in the Tokyo Bay area of 
Odaiba, Miraikan offers various exhibits 
on robots, space, neutrino observation 
and environmental issues throughout its 
seven-story glass-sided building. 

Some displays, such as those on neu- 
trino and elementary particles, sound 
intimidating, but the hands-on exhibits 
are fun and engaging, which makes visi- 
tors forget that they are looking at science 
exhibits. 

Visitors are welcomed by a large hang- 
ing globe when they enter Miraikan’s sec- 
ond and third floors, where the permanent 
exhibits are displayed. 

The Geo-Cosmos, which the museum 
refers to as a symbol of Miraikan, is 
covered with thousands of organic light- 
emitting diode panels. Organic LEDs are 
lighter and more energy efficient than 
regular LEDs. 

The display shows the Earth in a 10- 
megapixel rendition as seen from space, 
using fresh satellite data. It also displays 
other data such as ozone concentration, 
surface temperature and Pacific bluefin 
tuna migration. 

Next to the Geo-Cosmos are several 
touchscreen panels that show various 
climate challenges the Earth is facing. 
The topic may be difficult to understand, 
but children enjoyed touching the screen 
and watching the displays changing and 
showing different data. 

Among the major attractions at the 
museum are robot and android demon- 
strations. Every couple of hours, a Honda 
humanoid robot, ASIMO, explains to visi- 
tors what it can do. It dances and sings as 
well as runs and kicks a soccer ball while 
the crowd cheers. 

There are also two android robots dis- 
played at the museum. One is Otonaroid, a 
female android. 

Otonaroid talks with visitors during 
several daily demonstrations. Just like 
humans, she blinks repeatedly when a 
visitor asks a question that she doesn’t 
know the answer to or looks up in the air 
when thinking of what to say. 

Another android called Alter has a 
human face but just a torso. Unlike many 
androids, it is not covered by silicon skin, 
so visitors can get a close look at the 
structure and mechanism underneath, 
which reproduces the delicate movements 
of human arms and hands. 

Another highlight of the museum is the 
dome-shaped 3D theater, which looks like 
a planetarium. To watch the show, visitors 
need to make a reservation and pay for a 
separate ticket. 

One of the two shows available when we 


visited was about the mechanics of space 
and birth of the Earth. It had beautiful 
and soothing music with images of stars 
covering the entire dome using a special 
projector that can show 10 million stars. 

There are many other engaging dis- 
plays at the museum, most of which have 
English translation and descriptions. 
There is also a replica of the International 
Space Station, which visitors can walk 
inside and see the environment in which 
the astronauts work and live 250 miles 
above the earth. 

There was also a hands-on model of the 
World Wide Web. Using a pinball ma- 
chine, the model shows how information 
is transmitted over the internet. It was a 
learning experience, but also fun to follow 
the balls rolling and spinning through the 
machine. 

The museum also offers guided tours on 
the weekend aboard UNI-CUB self-bal- 
ancing personal transporters, a kind of 
seat on wheels. The tour is 45 minutes for 
1,200 yen. If you don’t have time, you can 
just try it out for 600 yen. 

There is plenty to eat at the museum 
cafe and restaurant. The restaurant offers 
items such as pasta and beef bowls, which 
were surprisingly good. 

It also served a special menu when we 
visited that included rice with white curry 
sauce and mammoth Mont Blanc cake, 
which was based on the theme from the 
temporary, special exhibit on mammoths, 
the elephant-like creatures of prehistory. 

The cafe serves mainly light snacks 
such as hot dogs and tartines, or open- 
faced sandwiches. It even serves color- 
changing herb tea — two types of herbal 
tea that change color when mixed to- 
gether — a fitting drink to enjoy while 
contemplating all of the science you’ve 
just learned about and experienced. 


kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 


Children check out an exhibit that 
re-creates the web using what looks like 
a huge pinball machine. 
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Tokyo’s National Museum of Emerging Science and Innovation, also known as 
Miraikan, offers an engaging experience for visitors of all ages. 


ON THE QT 


DIRECTIONS 


The museum is located a 4-minute 
walk from the Yurikamome line’s 
Telecom Center Station and about 5 
minutes from the Tokyo Internation- 
al Cruise Terminal Station. 

It is about 15 minutes from Tokyo 
Teleport Station on Tokyo Waterfront 
Area Rapid Transit’s Rinkai line. 


TIMES 


10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (ticket sales end at 
4:30 p.m.) every day except Tuesday, 
unless a Japanese holiday falls on a 
Tuesday, and during the school sum- 
mer break. Closed Dec. 28 to Jan. 1. 


COSTS 


620 yen for adults or 210 yen for 
ages 6 to 18. Free for children 5 

and younger. Admission is also free 
on Saturday for those 18 years and 
younger. Dome theater is 300 yen for 
adults and 100 yen for children ages 
6 to 18. Dome tickets must be pur- 
chased with the admission tickets. 


FOOD 


The museum has a restaurant and 
cafe serving hamburg steak, beef 
bowl, hot dogs and desserts. 


INFORMATION 


Online: www.miraikan jst.go.jp/en 
— Hana Kusumoto 
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WEEKEND: FOOD & DINING 


Cheese, and so much more 


Little Greek Kitchen serves up food from scratch, fantastic view 


By Aya IcuiasHi 
Stars and Stripes 


ive years ago, I discovered a 
lovely Greek restaurant housed in 
an old metal shipping container 
on Ikei Island, part of a small 
island chain on the east side of Okinawa. 

It was a rainy but warm fall day and Pa- 
mela Ann, the owner and chef, was wear- 
ing rain boots and greeting her hungry 
customers in Japanese and English. 

My friend and I were astonished by 
her delicious homemade Greek cuisine 
and fell in love with her feta cheese. The 
restaurant is always packed. 

Pamela, 54, is originally from Califor- 
nia but lived in the green tea capital of 
Japan’s Shizuoka prefecture for 15 years 
before moving to Greece for four years. 
After moving back to the U.S. for two 
years, she decided to move to Okinawa. 

As her business on Ikei Island grew, 
she opened the Little Greek Kitchen — an 
eatery and in-house cheese workshop — at 
Yomitan in December 2016. 

“T love Okinawa; it reminds me of slow 
life in Greece,” she said. “I know there 
are mixed feelings between the locals and 
the U.S. military, but I feel like Ican bea 
bridge between the locals and Americans 
with my food.” 

She was right. When I went on a recent 
Thursday, the restaurant was packed 
with Americans, locals and tourists from 
mainland Japan, all of them smiling and 
enjoying their food in Pamela’s company. 

Pamela’s big dream is to expand her 
cheese production. 

“T want to build a bigger factory to 
comply with demands, as my cheeses got 
silver and bronze awards at Japan-wide 
competitions last year,” she said. “I get 
more business from mainland Japan 
now.” 

She also recently received a diploma 
from Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 
in Greece after completing a 144-hour 
cheese-making seminar to brush up her 
cheese-crafting skills. 

The Little Greek Kitchen has a simple 
policy: everything is made from scratch, 
even the pita bread. 

The lunch meze, a selection of small 
plates, is 2,484 yen (about $23) and dinner 
meze is 3,780 yen (about $35) includ- 
ing salad, a main platter with variety of 
dishes, dessert and coffee. 

No worries if you are a vegan, vegetari- 
an or on a gluten-free diet. Just let Pamela 
know in advance and she can prepare 
your meal accordingly for an additional 
108 yen for lunch. 

I was excited to eat my Greek salad 
topped with her special “tyri” (feta) 
cheese. Crunchy cucumbers, olives and 
tomatoes are even more delicious with the 
cheese. 

Once everyone receives the plates, 
Pamela explains what’s on the dish in 
Japanese and English. 

She suggests eating with her special 
tzatziki yogurt sauce, which is made from 
real Greek yogurt and is surely delicious 
and refreshing. 

Her yogurt is made in-house with no ad- 
ditives or preservatives. She pasteurizes 
the milk, adds culture and allows it to fer- 
ment in a terracotta pot in the traditional 
Greek way. 

I dipped my piece of grilled chicken 
into the tzatziki, and it was delightful, and 
so were the catfish fries. I submerged my 
mutton sausage in the sauce, and it was 


AFTER 
sa HOURS 


heavenly. It takes away some of the mut- 
ton’s punchy taste and adds more depth 
with creamy garlic and citrusy flavor. 

The frozen Greek yogurt with home- 
made raspberry sauce was a refreshing 
dessert after the hearty lunch. Pamela’s 
Greek yogurt isn’t sour at all, yet it has 
great texture and tastes like whipped 
cream cheese and a raspberry sauce ac- 
companied it very well. 

If you are lucky, you may get to order 
her special goat yogurt, which is great for 
someone who suffers lactose intolerance. 
I finished my meal with a delicious frappe 
(Greek ice cafe latte) and I could not ask 
for more. 

“T had been searching my goat milk for 
six years and recently I finally found one 
locally!,” Pamela said. “I can drink their 
raw goat milk because it is super smooth 
and delicious.” 

The Little Greek Kitchen has a fantas- 
tic view of the East China Sea from the 
restaurant; it is very cozy and relaxing. 
Reservations are a must for lunch and 
dinner; however, Pamela is planning to 


Everything in the Little Greek Kitchen is 
made from scratch, even the pita bread. 
And especially the cheese. 


expand the opening hours starting in No- 
vember because of the high demand from 
her hungry customers. 

“JT may start to deliver my famous souv- 
laki (Greek gyros) to the near bases soon,” 
she said. 


ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Ayalchihashi 
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Little Greek Kitchen boasts a gorgeous view of the Okinawa seaside. Reservations are 
a must to dine in this cozy and relaxing eatery. 


Little Greek Kitchen chef and owner 
Pamela Ann shows her real Greek yogurt, 
which she makes with raw milk from a 
local farm that she pasteurizes herself. 


“1 know there are mixed 
feelings between the locals 
and the U.S. military, but | 
feel like I can be a bridge 
between the locals and 
Americans with my food.” 


Pamela Ann 
Little Greek Kitchen chef and owner 


Little Greek Kitchen’s frozen Greek 
yogurt with raspberry sauce was 
refreshing after a hearty lunch. 


LITTLE GREEK 
KITCHEN 


Address: 1189-3-B Nagahama Yomi- 
tan, Okinawa 904-0324 

Hours: Open for lunch Thursday 
through Monday from noon to 2 
p.m.,Romantic date-night dinners 
are offered for adults only starting at 
6 p.m. on Friday and Saturday 
Dress Code: Casual 

Cost: Lunch meze 2,484 yen; dinner 
meze, 3,780 yen. Greek wine is avail- 
able from 3,500 yen a bottle. 

Online: littlegreekkitchen.com, face- 
book.com/littlegreekkitchenokinawa 
Information: 080-8566-0802 

Note: Reservation only. Free park- 
ing available. Major credit cards 
accepted. 


— Aya Ichihashi 
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If you're a sister or brother in introver- 
sion, then you already know we live in an 
extroverted world and are expected to con- 

form to the societal expectations of, well, being 
social — and, gasp, make small talk while doing 


it — despite the energy suckage that comes with 
the territory. (As opposed to extroverts, who, on the 
opposite side of the continuum, tend to feel energized 
through interacting with people.) 


How introverted travelers 
can recharge, enjoy a trip 


By Kare Sitver 
Special to The Washington Post 


¢ ¢C ow is the lack of talking?” a good friend 
asked in an email. 
I was eight days into a 10-day solo trip 
in Portland, Ore., and the lack of talking 
was, in a word, refreshing. 
Disclosure: There was some talking. I’d chat with 
neighbors at the house where I was staying, to cashiers at 
stores and to the occasional passerby. In between, I was 


loving every minute of what I’ve come to call my semi- 
social introverted adventure. 


Travel can sometimes seem at odds with introversion, 
whether it’s the hustle and bustle of crowded landmarks 
in an unfamiliar city, the constant companionship of 
traveling partners, or the fact that we’ve been told time 
and again by travel writers that travel is all about getting 
out of your comfort zone, pushing boundaries, living a life 
larger than your own. 

On this trip, after fighting the usual temptation of 
travel to do anything and everything Portlandia — a farm 
brunch here, a beer fest there, a solo trip to a kombucha 
speakeasy — I decided to gratify my inner introvert, 
seeking out experiences that would replenish rather than 
deplete me. By the time the 10 days were up, I felt about 
as recharged as I'd ever been. 

If you’re headed out on your own introverted adven- 
ture, here are some ideas for how to make the most of 


a city on your own semi-social terms. 


Work your workout into 
the scene. Some of my most 
memorable travel moments, 
whether on group trips, couples 
excursions or traveling solo, 
have been my solo jogs. | recall 
running through shady parks 

in Rome, past brightly colored 
homes on the coast of Wales 
and to the serene gardens of 
the Grotto, a Catholic shrine in 
Portland. A run (or a walk, if 
that’s more your speed) allows 
for downtime while also explor- 
ing a city on your own terms 
and at your own pace. Plus, it 
helps justify the inevitable extra 
calories that come with travel. 


: Seek out sit-down 

: restaurant alternatives. 

: “Sit at the bar” or “bring a 

: book’ is the advice often of- 

: fered to traveling introverts and 
: solo adventurers. Thanks, but 
: no thanks; I'd still rather not 

: have my fumbling small-talk 

: skills tested unless it's dire. In 
: Portland, in particular, | found 
: food trucks to be about the 

: best option ever for table-of- 

: one dining. There, “pods” of 

: food trucks offer shady outdoor 
: seating options and a pan- 

: global hodgepodge of options, 
: including Myanmarese, Medi- 
: terranean, French, Mexican, 

: barbecue and more (some 

: pods even have dedicated bar 
© trucks slinging beer and wine). 
: In other cities, it's easy to find 
: fast-casual options with local 
flair, like food halls, order-at- 

: the-counter joints, carryout or 
: even delivery. 


: Book a tour. For fast context 
: to learn about a city, you can’t 
: beat a walking tour. And for 

: this shy introvert, the bigger the : 
: tour group size, the better, so 
: as to avoid awkward introduc- 
: tions and anxiety-inducing ice- 
: breakers (“Name your favorite 
: breakfast food and your favorite : 
: president!”). Free walking tours 
: are especially appealing, and 

= on my trip, | learned a lot from 
: the Secrets of Portlandia tour. 
If the free tour is good, you can 
: stick around and tip at the end. 
: If it doesn’t hold your interest, 

: you can slip away early on and 
: go about your day, no money 

: lost. 


: Seek out performances 

: and intriguing spaces. 

: One night, | went to an author 
reading at the massive book- 

: store Powell's, where | learned 
about a new podcast that 

: became my jogging companion 
: for the week. The next, | at- 
tended “Paranormal Pub” night 


: abandoned elementary school 
: that’s now home to a number 
: of restaurants, bars and a 

: hotel. | sat toward the back of 
: the theater, cold IPA in hand, 

: and listened to a psychic con- 
: duct eerie readings for some 

: of the attendees. Two days in 
: a row, | went to Hollywood 

: Theatre, an ornate, nearly 

: century-old movie house, and 
: watched weird horror movies 

: that wouldn't have appealed 

= to many others in my life. All 


: these events gave me plenty to : 


: think about for days, and | felt 
: connected to the people and 

: pulse of the city, even though | 
: didn’t utter a word. 


: Embrace the outdoors. 

: Nature can be a balm for 

: introverts. Beaches, lakes, 

: forests, mountains — they're 

: the perfect backdrop for quiet 
: contemplation or deep conver- 
: sations. There, it's easy to feel 
: a part of something larger and 
: draw energy from the serene 

: at the Kennedy School, a once- : 
: you're gazing at it from a park 
: bench or hiking, biking or pad- 
: dling through. 


beauty all around, whether 


: Say “cheese!” Extroverts 

: — who often have a knack for 

: starting a conversation with any- 
: one, anywhere, anytime — may 
: laugh at the clunky small-talk 

: skills of introverts. But the 

: struggle is real. | recently learned 
: that the secret to starting a less 
: awkward conversation with a 

} stranger revolves around selfies. 
: Lobserved it time and again on 

+ my solo trip: Someone was pos- 
: ing for their own photo, and a 

: nice stranger noticed and asked 
: if they could help. Each time, it 
: led to a pleasant chat about the 
: surroundings, sometimes evolv- 
! ing into a deeper conversation. If 
: you're feeling lonely, or just start- 
: ing to wonder what your voice 

: sounds like, this is a natural in. 
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New cookbook aims 
to please fans with 
pop-culture palates 


By ME issa RAywoRTH 
Associated Press 


tall started with a fictional turkey 
burger. 
Andrew Rea’s YouTube video 

series “Binging with Babish” was 
born in 2016 when he attempted to re-cre- 
ate the “fussy little burger” described in 
elaborate detail by Rob Lowe’s character 
Chris Traeger on a third-season episode 
of “Parks and Recreation.” Hungry view- 
ers were soon clamoring for more recipes 
based on foods that appear or get men- 
tioned in movies or TV episodes, and Rea 
had a new career on his hands. 

Now he has a new cookbook: “Binging 
with Babish: 100 Recipes Recreated from 
Your Favorite Movies and TV Shows” 
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt). And while 
the premise might sound more silly than 
serious, the book — like the video se- 
ries — is actually full of real meals and 
desserts that transcend their sometimes 
ridiculous fictional origins. 

There are a few recipes you'll marvel 
at but probably never want to make, like 
Buddy the Elf’s candy-laden pasta dish 
from the movie “Elf” or Jake the Dog’s 
bizarre “perfect sandwich” from the car- 
toon “Adventure Time,” which includes 
human tears as an ingredient. But even 
with these, Rea lays out the steps to re- 
create them in actual, edible form. 

Most of this beautiful hardcover book, 
though, is filled with dishes you’d want to 
dig into even if they didn’t have a pop-cul- 
ture connection. 

Rea’s recipe for flavorful, yogurt-mari- 
nated Palestinian chicken really is as good 
as Larry David says it is during a season 
eight episode of “Curb Your Enthusiasm.” 
And Rea’s version of the mushroom soup 
recipe that Elaine is determined to get 
from the “Soup Nazi” on “Seinfeld” really 
is sublime, and not difficult to replicate. 

Though he points out in the book’s sur- 
prisingly moving introduction that he’s not 
a professional chef, Rea brings a remark- 
able professionalism to the authenticity of 
his recipes. His luscious strudel, inspired 
by the film “Inglourious Basterds,” 
includes dough painstakingly made from 
scratch. 

Fans might be a bit disappointed, in 
fact, by the shortage of explanation about 
how these recipes fit into the stories that 
inspired them. Beyond the name of the 
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Top: A wild mushroom soup, inspired 
by an episode of “Seinfeld,” from the 
cookbook, “Binging with Babish: 100 
Recipes Recreated from Your Favorite 
Movies and TV Shows.” Above: Strudel 
inspired by the 2009 Quentin Tarantino 
film “Inglourious Basterds.” 


The cover of 
Andrew Rea’s 
“Binging with 

Babish: 100 

Recipes 
Recreated 
from Your 


show or movie, Rea says little or nothing 
about that. 

The focus is on the food. And the more 
tangential a recipe’s connection to pop 
culture — like the beef Wellington only 
casually mentioned in a flirtatious riff de- 
livered by John Slattery’s Roger Sterling 
on an early episode of “Mad Men” — the 
more determined Rea seems to be to offer 
the best, most authentic version possible. 

The recipes are laid out with detailed 
instructions amid gorgeous photography, 
and Rea explains how he chose the ingre- 
dients and created the dishes. Each recipe 
includes his personal “verdict” on how 
good it really tastes. 

Some dishes, it seems, are better left 
on the screen, including Liz Lemon’s 
Cheesy Blasters (an artery-clogging mix 
of hot dogs stuffed with Monterey Jack 
cheese, wrapped in a frozen pizza, from 
“30 Rock”) and Dothraki Blood Pie from 
“Game of Thrones,” which has as its pri- 
mary ingredient a full pound of pork fat, 
finely diced (“Pretty gross,” Rea said). 

But the “prison gravy” from “Good- 
fellas” will elevate your next spaghetti 
dinner. And Rea swears by his recipe for 
Confit byaldi (better known as ratatouille, 
and included here in honor of the animat- 


BINGING 


ed movie of the same name). 

In this much longer followup to his 
2017 cookbook “Eat What You Watch: A 
Cookbook for Movie Lovers,” Rea has 
included nods to just about every genre of 
film and TV. You’ll find Lake Trout and 
Pit Beef from “The Wire,” followed on the 
next page by Principal Skinner’s favorite 
coconut-based seafood stew from “The 
Simpsons.” 

If you’ve ever wanted the secret recipe 
for Krabby Patties or thought about as- 
sembling your own “Friends”-inspired 
Moistmaker sandwich out of Thanksgiv- 
ing leftovers, both recipes are here. 

And Marvel fans, remember that sand- 
wich Simmons lovingly sent along with 
Fitz on his first real mission during the 
first season of “Agents of S.H.LE.L.D.”? 
It’s here, along with a recipe for chicken 
paprikash just like the one Vision attempts 
to whip up for Wanda Maximoff during 
“Captain America: Civil War.” Even the 
chicken shawarma that the Avengers refu- 
eled on after the exhausting Battle of New 
York is included. 

Whatever your TV or movie prefer- 
ences may be, Rea’s appealing voice and 
creative recipes might just inspire you to 
start cooking. 
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The Black Keys’ Dan Auerbach fell back in love with the electric guitar on ‘Let’s Rock’ 


By Dan DeLuca 
The Philadelphia Inquirer 


he Black Keys had become a 
burden. 

Blues-rock duo Dan Auerbach 
and Patrick Carney have known 
each other since elementary 

school in Akron, Ohio. 

By the time of “Turn Blue” in 2014, the 
guitar band had been grinding for eight 
albums. Catching fire at the start of this 
decade with catchy hits like “Tighten Up,” 
“Lonely Boy” and “Gold on the Ceiling,” they 
became one of the rare non-baby-boomer 
rock acts to attain arena and festival headlin- 
ing status. 


But after a dozen years on the road, Auer- 
bach and Carney needed to take a time out. 
The divide between them is satirized in the 
video for “Go,” a single from “Let’s Rock,” 
the album they released this spring. 

“T hear they hate each other,” an Akron 
rock jock is heard to say as the pair are sent 


off to heal at a Happy Trails spiritual retreat. 


“When you’re working with someone every 
single day,” the DJ’s partner replies, “you'd 
do just about anything to never see their 
stupid face again.” 

In the clip, Auerbach and Carney take 
every opportunity to flip the bird at each 
other. But they come to appreciate together- 
ness by remembering their music’s special 


power: to make money fall from the sky. 

Auerbach said the “Go” clip is intention- 
ally exaggerated. But the burnout was real. 

“We weren’t giving each other the fin- 
ger,” said the singer, songwriter, guitarist, 
producer, studio owner, and head of Easy 
Eye Sound label. “But we were both going 
through a bunch of [stuff]. And the constant 
touring wasn’t helping at all.” 

““... It wasn’t like we hated each other. It 
was just like with anybody you were trapped 
on a tour bus with for 10 years, you’re going 
to kind of get sick of doing the same thing 
over and over. The break was a necessity.” 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 37 


Dan Auerbach 
busied himself with 
side projects and 
production work 
while the Black Keys 
were on hiatus. 
During that time, he 
realized he missed 
making guitar- 
based rock and the 
connection he shares 
with drummer 
Patrick Carney. 
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WEEKEND: MUSIC REVIEWS 


Neil Young with Crazy Horse 


Colorado (Reprise) 


Neil Young is back with his old band 
Crazy Horse in all their ragged glory 
with “Colorado,” a beautiful, rambling, 
chaotic howl against climate change, divi- 
sion and hate. 

It’s one of Young’s best record in 
years, reminiscent of 1989’s triumphant 
“Ragged Glory,” and his first with Crazy 
Horse since 2012. 

Young, an old man showing no signs of 
slowing down at 73, cranks up both his 
rage and tenderness as only he can with 
the latest incarnation of Crazy Horse be- 
hind him. The band members have spent 
50 years recording on and off with Young. 
The latest version features longtime 
Bruce Springsteen guitarist Nils Lofgren, 
who replaces retired 70-year-old Frank 
“Poncho” Sampedro. 

Just like Young, Crazy Horse seems 
to defy the passing of time with their en- 
ergy and emotion. That passion is on full 
display on “Mountaintop,” a companion 
documentary that captured the recording 
session high in the Rockies as Young and 
Crazy Horse suck on oxygen and work 
out the new songs. 

The sweetly melodic three-minute 
opening track “Think of Me” could easily 
fit on Young’s 1992 “Harvest Moon.” But 
in a sharp left turn, Young follows it up 
with a shambolic 13-minute jam — “She 


Showed Me Love” — with echoes of ear- 
lier Crazy Horse adventures like 1969’s 
“Down by the River.” 

As he has for much of the past de- 
cade, Young focuses his rage on climate 
change, railing about “old white guys 
trying to kill Mother Nature.” 

On the standout “Rainbow of Colors,” 
Young offers some hope amid the despair. 
“There’s a rainbow of colors/In the old 
USA,” Young croons. “No one’s gonna 
whitewash those colors away.” 

Young’s never one to whitewash any- 
thing, as he proves magnificently once 
again on “Colorado.” 

— Scott Bauer 
Associated Press 


Jim James, Teddy Abrams 
and the Louisville Orchestra 
The Order of Nature (Decca Gold) 


A piccolo and glockenspiel delicately 
flutter in as the voice of Jim James 
echoes out. Slowly, the song builds and 
the breadth of instrumentation becomes 
clear. You find yourself in a seat at a the- 
ater, an orchestra stretching before you. 

Woodwinds, percussion and a choir 
start the opening song before strings 
join in at the chorus and brass swells. It 
all builds to one resounding point: “Love 
universal / The order of nature / Hate has 
nowhere to grow.” 

This is Jim James as you’ve never 
heard him. In fact, it’s likely you’ve never 
heard anything quite like this. 

James, a Kentucky native, is joined 
by the Louisville Orchestra and music 
director-conductor Teddy Abrams for 
“The Order of Nature,” an album that is 
sonically magnificent and recorded in 
one take during a live performance. 

In their symbiotic relationship, James, 
who performs as both a solo artist and 
the leader of rock band My Morning 
Jacket, has given Abrams and his orches- 
tra an edge and lyrical depth. Abrams, 
meanwhile, has lent James a theatrical 
element unmatched by anything he could 
have created on his own in a studio. 

Together, they build a story complete 
with expositions, arching climaxes and 


grand denouements. Songs roll into one 
another, and it’s not always apparent 
where one ends and another begins. 

Like any good story, there are vicissi- 
tudes. Images of bombs, blood and walls 
stain “Over and Over,” while “In De- 
mand” brings a more hopeful tone. 

At the heart of the album is a message 
alluded to in the opening track: Human- 
ity is playing with the unnatural, and by 
embracing hate, we only hurt ourselves. 
James makes it clear though, over the 
course of nine tracks, that this is not 
something we are fated to, but something 
we can rise above. 


— Ragan Clark 
Associated Press 


FROM PAGE 36 


Auerbach, 40, made productive use 
of his time away. When the duo first got 
together in high school, Carney was 
more technologically advanced and in 
possession of a four-track tape recorder. 
“Neither of us knew anything,” Auer- 
bach recalled. “But he knew more of 
nothing than I did.” 

After both moved to Nashville in 
2010, however, it was Auerbach who 
established himself as an in-demand 
producer. 

The number of records that Auerbach 
has worked on is staggering. To name a 
few: Dr. John’s “Locked Down” in 2012, 
African guitarist Bombino’s “Nomad” 
in 2013, Lana Del Rey’s “Ultravio- 
lence” in 2014, the Pretenders’ “Alone” 
in 2016. In 2013, he even took home a 
producer of the year Grammy. 

During the hiatus, Auerbach’s band 
the Arcs, with players including the late 
Richard Swift, released “Yours, Dream- 
ily” in 2015. 

And in 2017, Auerbach launched Easy 
Eye Sound with a solo album, “Waiting 
on a Song.” He’s gone to school on the 
methods of execs like Motown’s Berry 
Gordy and Hi Records’ Willie Mitchell. 

His team includes Philadelphia artist 
Perry Shall, who does all of the label’s 
vintage-looking album art. This year, 
Easy Eye has released albums by black 
British country singer Yola, Alabama 
singer Dee White, and late guitarist 
Leo “Bud” Welch. Country songwriter 
Kendell Marvel and bluesman Jimmy 
“Duck” Holmes have new ones coming 
this month. 

Auerbach works fast. With prepro- 
duction, he said, “three days is plenty 
of time to make a record. I’m working 
on multiple albums every day. I’ve gota 
Robert Finley album that needs strings. 
And there’s a John Prine track that we 
need steel guitar for.” 

The label owner got turned on to Shall 
when the Philly artist was working with 
Nashville band Jeff the Brotherhood in 
2012. 

Auerbach, who is the son of a Jewish 
antiques dealer (and second cousin to 
late Lou Reed guitarist Robert Quine) 
calls Shall “a fine young Hebrew man 


who makes his living doing art. We just 
have a similar aesthetic. ... Perry is the 
man. I don’t know anybody more Phila- 
delphia than Perry.” 

Shall, 34, has done artwork for Philly 
bands like Mannequin Pussy and his 
group, Hound. He said he and Auerbach 
“have this weird, unspoken psychic 
connection. ... Dan is always working, 
and we’re just sending each other ideas, 
texting each other all the time.” 

Auerbach tragically lost two collabo- 
rators in Swift, who died as a result of 
alcoholism last year, and David Ber- 
man, the Purple Mountains songwriter 
who committed suicide over the sum- 
mer. 

“Me and Richard were best buds. ... 
We met doing a Valerie June record. I 
loved him and I really do miss him.” He 
paused. “He was better at everything 
than anybody. Better drummer, better 
piano player, better person, funnier joke 
teller.” 

The last song on “Purple Mountains,” 
Berman’s mordant final album, is called 
“Maybe I’m the Only One For Me.” 
Auerbach co-wrote it. 

“When I met Berman, he wasn’t mak- 
ing any music at all. I think I got him 
out of his house, and I definitely got him 
around some musicians. ... He’s just a 
fantastic guy when he’s on your side. A 
very good friend. Funny.” 

The good news for Berman fans is 
Auerbach said he has several Arcs 
songs that Berman helped with the 
lyrics. Those songs will “definitely” see 
the light of day. “I got to get a couple of 
things out of the way first.” 

While immersed in all his recording 
activity, Auerbach said he didn’t know 
if the Black Keys were going to get back 
together. “I had no idea. I didn’t know 
what I was doing. I was just kind of 
following my instincts. It wasn’t until 
I made a record with this guy Glenn 
Schwartz that I even thought of making 
a Black Keys record.” 

Schwartz was the original guitarist 
the James Gang, and idol of Joe A 
When the Black Keys were bi 
they would go see Schwartz at a 
land club called Hooples. 


over it,” he said. 

In 2018, Auerbach brought Schwartz 
to Nashville. “It was just me and Joe 
and Glenn in the studio. I hadn’t thought 
about electric guitar like that since I 
was making those early records with 
Pat, going to see Glenn. It just inspired 
me to pick up the electric guitar. As 
soon as I finished that album, I called 
Pat and said, ‘Let’s make a record.’” 

That resulting Black Keys album is 
dedicated to Schwartz, who died last 
year. (Schwartz’s own album is due in 
2020.) And Auerbach’s rekindled enthu- 
siasm is reflected on the keyboard-free 
“Let’s Rock.” 

The amped-up attack is thus far 
yielding deeply satisfying results on 
the road, said Auerbach, with gui- 
tars played by himself and road band 
members Andy Gabbard and Steve 
Marion. (Gabbard’s brother Zach 
plays bass.) 

“Tt’s very, very guitar-centric,” 
he said. “We've never actually 
toured with this many guitars. 

All the records I do, I’m usu- 
ally layering the guitars, right? 
So now for the first time, I’m 
hearing all these different layers 
onstage. It sounds more like the 
Black Keys albums than it ever 
has.” 

Auerbach said that the time 
away allowed him to create 
“what I always wanted Nash- 
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Wong’s hilarious oversharing continues in book 


By RacueE. ROsENBLIT 
Special to The Washington Post 


f Ali Wong’s preschool-age daugh- 
ters ever actually read the comedic 
memoir meant for them, “Dear 
Girls: Intimate Tales, Untold Secrets 
& Advice for Living Your Best Life,” they 
will collect some mighty off-color visuals 
of dear ol’ mom — and, uh, best of luck 
trying to unsee them. Wong’s swaggery 
comedy is already a trove of now-iconic 
imagery, like the not-so-maternity mini 
dresses she wore while hugely pregnant 
in her starmaking Netflix specials, “Baby 
Cobra” (2016) and “Hard Knock Wife” 
(2018); and the extra-stark realities she 
shares onstage about life after giving 
birth, from “bull’s-eye” nipples to explod- 
ing milk to, well, actual afterbirth. But in 
her first book, she paints even more indeli- 
cate pictures, in every shade of blue. 
Post-“Baby Cobra,” Wong seemingly 
exploded into A-list status — you know, 
the old “overnight” success story of some- 


one who pounded the pavement outside 


freeway-adjacent motels for years. So 
for come-lately fans wondering, “Where 
did this tiny filthy phenom come from?” 
“Dear Girls” fills in the gaps. Wong’s 
study-abroad program to her mom’s native 
Vietnam, for example, 
proved culturally and 
ideologically forma- 
tive, leaving her with a 
taste both for explor- 
ing the outer limits of 
her comfort zone — so 
crucial to her brand 
of comedy — and for 
eating fertilized duck 
embryos. “It was prac- 
tically still alive,” she 
writes of first ingest- 
ing the delicacy, “but after that moment I 
became really intolerant of anybody who 
got grossed out by something other people 
in the world ate for breakfast every day. 
Just shut the [expletive] up and eat a duck 
baby.” 

Wong’s skyrocketing success of late 
— from selling out mega venues on her 


Milk & Money tour, to starring in, co-writ- 
ing and producing the hit Netflix rom-com 
“Always Be My Maybe” — gets lassoed 
down to earth with humbling, early-years 
anecdotes about fearing for her life on 
seedy tours, trying out material in clubs 
that doubled as laundromats and bombing 
in front of Eddie Murphy. “I knew Eddie 
Murphy specifically wasn’t laughing,” 
Wong writes, “because everyone knows 
when Eddie Murphy is or isn’t laughing. 
You could recognize his signature ‘HANH- 
HANH-HANH'’ goose honk anywhere. 
And that night, there were no geese.” 
“Dear Girls” can be crude and flippant, 
LOL-dense and breezy — so breezy, in 
fact, you will be desensitized to the gross- 
est of Wong’s gross-outs by Chapter One, 
at which point you have already learned 
how to hold in a fart during yoga. But as 
with her stage comedy, she is also sneak- 
ily thoughtful about the public roles she 
occupies — Asian American, working 
mom, woman on comedy stages — and the 
come-from-behind grind they necessarily 


demand. “Convincing an audience that a 
person who looks like me could be funny,” 
she writes, “and proving to them that I be- 
longed onstage, was a steep uphill battle.” 
She even offers surprisingly tender takes 
on her immigrant-minded parents, her 
sensitive husband (who contributes his 
own chapter as an afterword) and mother- 
hood, the match that lit her career on fire. 

Wong’s daughters should consider them- 
selves lucky to have a self-made, cultural 
touchstone for a mother, let alone one 
doling out personalized advice about dat- 
ing rappers, the importance of travel and 
surefire signifiers of a worthy Chinese 
restaurant: “The pork and shrimp will ar- 
rive right away, but it takes an hour to get 
a glass of water.” 

But if they indeed tuck into this memoir, 
they will learn more than they ever cared 
to — in vibrant technicolor, yikes — about 
mom?’s sex life. “Dear Girls,” and all 
readers it may concern: In print, Wong is 
every inch the crass-master she plays on 
TV, so gird your gag reflex. 
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‘The 19th Christmas’ 


James Patterson and Maxine Paetro 


San Francisco Police Depart- 
ment Sgt. Lindsay Boxer tries to 
have it all for the holidays. She’s 
running from a serious crime 
scene — a cop was shot and the 
suspect is dead — to tree-trim- 
ming with her toddler. 

But this is, at its core, a 
feel-good novel, even with its 
blood, guts and bodies piling 
up. There’s no way the criminal 
mastermind, known only as 
“Loman,” is going to ruin that. 

Oh, he tries: Loman has 
sacrificial “friends,” a plot to as- 
sume a new identity with a hefty 
offshore bank and an almost 
entirely frozen heart. It turns 
out, though, he has a soft spot for 
his wife. 

Christmas is her birthday, and 
when he screws up his own plan, 
he can’t let her take the fall. 

He would let the snitches on 
his payroll do that, even his long- 
time associate. He wasn’t going 
to let his “Bunny” rot in her 
orange jail jumpsuit, though. 

Bunny — aka Imogene — is 
probably the most complex char- 
acter in the book. She thinks 
she’s the housewife of a jewelry 
salesman, not a criminal master- 
mind. When she finds out other- 
wise, she doesn’t take it well. 

Neither does the heroine 
Lindsay, of course. 

— Samantha Critchell/AP 


‘Agent Running 
in the Field’ 


John le Carre 


Le Carre drops the reader into 
the current moment of Brexit 
and Donald Trump and press- 
ing issues of national identity 
and foreign influence. His latest 
features Russia as a threat to 
Western democracy. 

Spy recruiter and agent runner 
Nat has returned to London to re- 
tire after decades of service for 
British intelligence. Instead, he 
is asked to run a local Russia-fo- 
cused London substation named 
The Haven, staffed by low-level 
defectors and European recruits. 

Within the confines of The 
Haven, Nat finds Florence who is 
herself running an agent and ap- 
pears to be sitting on a gold mine 
of intelligence: back-channel 
funding and Ukrainian oligarchs, 
possibly leading to Moscow 
Centre, the heart of Russia’s spy 
network. Nat doesn’t know that 
he has already met a key player 
in the drama about to unfold. 

Ed challenges Nat to a game of 
badminton, and the two form an 
acquaintance over drinks. 

Three lives collide as Nat tries 
to run an operation amid office in- 
trigue, uncertain allegiances and 
the larger politics of 2018 Britain. 

Le Carre’s prose is crisp and 
compelling, and the story is rel- 
evant to today’s turbulent times. 

— Jonathan Elderfield/AP 
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‘Olive, Again’ 


Elizabeth Strout 


It should come as no surprise 
that Olive Kitteridge does not 
mellow with age. 

The large, gruff woman who 
was the propelling force in 
Strout’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
“Olive Kitteridge” returns in 
Strout’s new collection of stories. 

Olive is either a central char- 
acter or plays a peripheral role 
in each of the 13 stories. These 
stories unfold chronologically, for 
the most part, as Olive ages from 
her 70s into her 80s, increasingly 
hit with the physical and emo- 
tional afflictions of her years. 

The Olive Kitteridge of 
Strout’s first collection of stories 
—aseventh-grade math teacher 
in a rural Maine town — was a 
captivating literary original. Sin- 
gular and wise but rough-edged, 
she gave a book of short stories 
the range and depth of a novel. 

In the new collection, Olive is 
still a contrary woman, blunt and 
condescending. Some old issues 
— family friction, marital se- 
crets, sickness, death — return. 

Stories fill the gaps in Olive’s 
life as she grows old. These in- 
clude the affections of aman who 
wants her to live with him, and 
Olive’s agonizing relationship 
with her son. 

Strout’s writing is fluid and 
straightforward, with touches of 
descriptive grace. 

— Kendal Weaver/AP 


‘One Day’ 


Gene Weingarten 


A college student is found 
strangled beneath a bridge, a 
baby is grievously burned ina 
house fire, New York City Mayor 
Ed Koch is heckled in a church, 
Russian emigres gather at an 
airport to return home and an 
instant replay review at a Rams- 
Redskins game stretches on for 
excruciating minutes. 

The incidents are unconnected 
but for the fact that they all hap- 
pened on a single day: Sunday, 
Dec. 28, 1986. “One Day” tells 
the story of that day, from urgent 
early morning preparations for 
a heart transplant in Charlot- 
tesville, Va., to the Grateful Dead 
jamming around midnight in 
Oakland, Calif. 

Weingarten seeks to capture 
“the soul” of the day through a 
series of stories about ordinary 
people who experienced a brush 
with fate that day. Think of it as a 
book of nonfiction short stories. 

Weingarten mines vivid details 
from 33 years ago. Readers ex- 
perience what people said, what 
they thought. He claims to have 
conducted more than 500 inter- 
views for this book, and it shows. 

Some stories are better than 
others, but the book adds up 
to something greater than the 
individual stories. Weingarten 
taps into the wonder of what it is 
to be alive. 

— Michael Hill/AP 


‘The Guardians’ 


John Grisham 


In “The Guardians,” a for- 
mer priest named Cullen Post 
works for an organization called 
Guardian Ministries that scours 
court transcripts and personal 
letters from convicts to deter- 
mine if someone is wrongfully 
imprisoned for a crime he or she 
didn’t commit. If the organiza- 
tion believes without a doubt that 
the potential client is innocent, it 
will do everything it can within 
the boundaries of the law to free 
an innocent person, investigating 
and pushing for a new trial. 

Quincy Miller has been in 
prison for 22 years — and still 
claims his innocence. A young 
lawyer was murdered, and sus- 
picion quickly turned to Miller 
pulling the trigger. He says a 
fellow inmate fabricated a story 
about Miller confessing, and his 
ex-wife claimed that he owned 
several guns, which also wasn’t 
true. Another witness lied about 
seeing him flee the scene. Miller 
swears he wasn’t anywhere in 
the area that night. 

Post believes Miller and 
begins to dig into what happened 
that fateful night. 

Grisham again delivers a 
suspenseful thriller mixed with 
powerful themes such as false 
incarceration, the death penalty 
and how the legal system shows 
prejudice. 

— Jeff Ayers/AP 
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WEEKEND: TELEVISION & DVD 


NEW ON DVD 


“A Cinderella Story: Christmas 
Wish”: Katherine “Kat” Decker 
(Laura Marano) dreams of becom- 
ing a famous singer-songwriter, but 
she is being held back emotionally 
by acruel stepmother and profes- 
sionally by her job as a department 
store elf. This could have been the 
end of her story. But she meets a 
charming young man, Nick (Gregg 
Sulkin), who is working as the store’s 
Santa Claus. Little does she know, he 
has a very rich secret life. 

It takes a little coaching — and 
some very fun musical numbers 
— but Kat and Nick end up on their 
way to living happily ever after. 

This is the fifth film in the “A 
Cinderella Story” movie series, with 
previous offerings starring Lucy 
Hale, Hilary Duff, Selena Gomez 
and Sofia Carson. Casting is the key 
to making the films work; the basic 
storyline rarely wanders far from. 
the original tale. 

Marano plays the most endearing 
department store elf since Zooey 
Deschanel’s work in 2003's “Elf.” 
Marano plays the role with such 
a deep and honest sweetness that 
it seems she should win over the 
hearts of almost everyone around 
her. She and Sulkin have a nice 
chemistry that makes it easy to want 
them to find true love. 

It is an added bonus that Marano 
is an accomplished singer, which 
adds another layer of enjoyment to 
the direct-to-DVD production. 

The offering differs from the other 
tales of evil stepfamilies in the series 
by being set during Christmas. The 
time frame sets up both a film that 
can be enjoyed by those who are fans 
of Cinderella or those who just like 
sweet holiday movies. And “A Cin- 
derella Story: Christmas Wish” is as 
sweet as a sleighful of candy canes. 

Also available on DVD: 

“A Discovery of Witches”: Modern 
love story set in a world where witch- 
es, vampires and demons secretly 
live and work alongside humans. 

“The Swan Princess”: Animated 
film that looks at a beautiful princess 
who is transformed into a swan by 
an evil sorcerer’s spell. It is being 
rereleased to mark the 25th anniver- 
sary. 

“Batman Beyond: The Complete 
Series Limited Edition”: Includes all 
of the episodes from the animated 
series that debuted in 1999. 

“10 Minutes Gone”: Crime boss 
(Bruce Willis) must uncover the 
truth behind a botched robbery. 

“It’s a Wonderful Life”: The 
Frank Capra classic is being re- 
leased on 4K Ultra HD Blu-ray for 
the first time. 

“Mike Wallace Is Here”: Exami- 
nation of the legendary reporter who 
became known for his aggressive 
reporting style and showmanship. 

“Warrior Season 1”: Crime drama 
set during the Tong Wars of San 
Francisco’s Chinatown in the last 
half of the 19th century. 

“The Blob”: Kevin Dillon and 
Shawnee Smith star in this 1988 
remake of the 1958 film about a 
shapeless creature that consumes 
everyone around it. 

“Mehsampur”: Film that looks at 
the life and death of a folk singing 
duo is presented as both as a work of 
fiction and as a documentary. 

“Queens of Mystery”: Series fol- 
lows the adventures of three crime- 
writing sisters and their niece. 

— Rick Bentley 
Tribune News Service 
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Anne Hathaway talked extensively to the woman on whom her bipolar character is based for Amazon Prime’s “Modern Love.” 
In another episode, Catherine Keener plays a New York Times Magazine writer opposite Dev Patel’s tech guru (below). 


Love and affection 


Star-studded ‘Modern Love’ series covers a wide 
swath of stories, as did the column it’s based on 


By Rick BENTLEY 
Tribune News Service 


lhe popular New York Times 
weekly column “Modern Love” 
has featured stories about love and 
redemption for the past 15 years. 
Eight of the stories, penned by both first- 
time writers and established authors, have 
been turned into a half-hour TV series that 
debuted Oct. 18 on Amazon Prime Video. 

Daniel Jones, editor of the column, 
explains the decision was made at the 
beginning that the stories could not just be 
two people falling in love but had to cover 
a wide gambit of looks at romance and 
relationships. 

“We even had titles to the column that 
would’ve limited it to romantic love. Part 
of choosing ‘Modern Love’ was to have it 
be contemporary but broad,” Jones says. 
“Love is about vulnerability. Human rela- 
tionships are the most important things in 
our lives and one thing that people sort of 
hold on to, but they’re complicated. 

“T’m most interested in the sort of 
offbeat love story. I mean, to me these 
stories are successful when the person 
understands themselves better at the end, 
not when they get the person they’re going 
after. When they understand something 
deep about themselves.” 

The all-star cast for the anthology series 
includes Anne Hathaway, Jane Alexander, 
Sofia Boutella, Gary Carr, Tina Fey, Andy 
Garcia, Cristin Milioti and John Slattery. 
The first episode, “When the Doorman Is 
Your Main Man,” stars Milioti and Lauren- 


tiu Possa. It’s based on the column about 

a woman who gets pregnant unexpectedly 
and the only person who’s there for her 

is her building’s doorman. The relation- 
ship is full of love and goes beyond normal 
boundaries. 

What Milioti liked best about the column. 
and script was it is not a traditional love 
story. 

“The relationship between her and the 
doorman is so beautifully nuanced. They 
both get something from each other that 
lifts their spirits, that, like, helps them 
through their lives. I think if you ask either 
character, they wouldn’t quite be able to 
label or name it, but they make these huge 
impacts on each other,” Milioti says. “So 
much of it is unspoken, too, which I think 
makes it so beautiful. It’s just sort of an 
energy between the two of them. 

“This, like, father-daughter-friend type 
energy. And it’s very uplifting and heart- 
breaking because you don’t know some- 
times how to explain what someone does to 
you or the impact they have on you, but it 
is love.” 

Milioti read the original column and 
loved it, but she opted not to seek out the 
original author. She decided to work with 
what the information provided through 
the writing to create the backstory for the 
character she needed to play the part. Mili- 
oti has no idea if her backstory is similar 
to the real story, but by creating her own 
version it gave her more freedom to play 
the role. 

Hathaway stars in “Take Me as 1 Am, 
Whoever I Am” with Carr. The episode 


was handled carefully because it follows 

a woman who is learning how to find love 
while also learning how to accept that she 
has bipolar disorder. Jones wanted to make 
sure the filmed version remained true to 
the original essay without crossing any 
lines. 

Hathaway spoke in great length with the 
woman in the essay. That gave her a clear 
understanding of details like the cadence 
of her voice or what happens when she’s 
having a manic episode. 

The key to this look at love and relation- 
ships for Hathaway was while the essay 
looks at how one person deals with their 
mental illness, the theme has a much 
broader reach. She’s certain that when 
viewers take an honest look at themselves, 
they will realize everyone is worth being 
loved. 

“T think that’s a journey a lot of people 
go on whether or not you have bipolar 
disorder. I imagine having bipolar disorder 
makes it that much more difficult to imag- 
ine that someone wants to take you on. And 
it’s this huge block in Lexi’s life, and she 
talks about that. She talks about just need- 
ing one person, just one person to accept 
all of her,” Hathaway says. “That’s really 
what we all, I think, want. And she gets it. 

“She doesn’t get it from the person that, I 
think, any of us expect her to get it from in 
the beginning of the episode. But that one 
person giving her the space, being patient, 
being compassionate and being a true lov- 
ing person in her life changes everything 
for her. It gives her hope and gives her a 
future.” 
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petite woman ina 

bright pink shirt 

jumped up and grasped 

a pullup bar in a subur- 
ban park. She shifted her grip. 
Then she began to knock out pul- 
lups — one, two, three. Onlookers 
burst out in applause, cheering 
her on. They had gathered on a 
cool Saturday morning to learn 
how to use the new gym at the 
38th Avenue Neighborhood Park 
in Hyattsville, Md. 

“Tt’s great to see people out 
and being active,” said Sam 
Orah, a fitness trainer. He 
walked the crowd of about 13 
through a circuit workout, show- 
ing them how to use suspension 
rings, plyo boxes (for jumping on 
and off) and pullup bars. 

The sleek blue-and-silver setup 
is the latest version of what the 
San Francisco-based National 
Fitness Campaign calls a fitness 
court. The free-to-use facilities 
are one way that communities 
such as Hyattsville are helping 
their citizens squat, pushup and 
lunge toward healthier living. 

The NFC is a public-private 
partnership that was founded by 
developer and fitness enthusiast 
Mitch Menaged in 1979 to fill 
aneed for “healthy infrastruc- 
ture,” according to its director 
of partnerships, Trent Matth- 
ias. The original fitness courts 
were wooden structures with 
such features as pullup bars 
and benches; the organization 


Free outdoor fitness courts provide full 
workouts for adults of all ability levels 


helped install more than 10,000 
of them in about 4,000 commu- 
nities in the U.S., Canada and 
Australia over roughly three 
decades. After Menaged decided 
to modernize the setup, the NFC 
began to redesign the courts 

in 2012. The rollout across the 
country began last year, and 
Matthias expects to have more 
than 100 of the new courts open 
by the end of this year. 

Each new 32- by 35-square- 
foot court is made of 30 pieces 
of weather-resistant equipment 
divided into seven stations. At 
each station, users can focus 
on one area — core, squatting, 
pushing, lunging, pulling, agility 
and bending — by performing 
such body-weight exercises as 
box jumps, lunges or situps. A full 
circuit takes about seven minutes. 

Acquiring a court is a pro- 
cess that can take eight or nine 
months. Communities submit an 
application online, and NFC staff 
works with applicants to analyze 
locations where the court would 
create the most impact, such 
as an undeveloped field along a 
park trail or a tennis court that 
has seen better days. “It really 
depends on the community and 
what’s available,” Matthias said. 
Installing a court takes about a 
month. 

Officials in Maryland Heights, 
Mo., a suburb of St. Louis, 
thought a fitness court would 
be the ideal use for a tiny plot 
of land — less than half an acre 
— where nothing else could re- 
ally go. “There is no other ame- 


nity like it on that side of town,” 
said Tracey Anderson, the city’s 
director of parks and recreation. 

The city also installed a light 
so the facility could be used at 
night, and the court has become 
a popular workout spot since 
it opened about a year ago. 
“There’s always people there,” 
Anderson said. It’s become such 
a hit that council members have 
even asked if they can install 
another one on the city’s east 
side, she said. 

In an era when there’s an app 
for nearly everything, the free 
Fitness Court app (available on 
Android and iOS) teaches users 
to create a circuit workout on 
their own. “There can be a mind- 
set of ‘I don’t know how to use it, 
so I’m not going to,’” Anderson 
said. “But what’s great is that you 
can tell people, ‘There’s an app! 
You have a smartphone; you can 
learn how.’” 

Colleges are also getting on 
board: Stanford University in 


California and Baylor University 
in Waco, Texas, are among the 
campuses that have installed 
courts. An expansion to high 
schools is in the works. “We're 
developing programs for teens 
to get involved in a constructive 
way outdoors,” Matthias said. 
(Fitness courts are designed for 
ages 14 and up, he said; national 
regulations determine the mini- 
mum age.) 

The cost of a fitness court var- 
ies, depending on how the chosen 
location needs to be developed. 
The NFC offers grants to juris- 
dictions funded by corporate 
sponsors, and money is awarded 
on a rolling basis annually. 

Hyattsville received about 
$10,000 toward the cost of its 
facility. The city paid the rest 
of the bill, about $100,000, ac- 
cording to city spokesman Jake 
Rollow. Maryland Heights also 
received a grant of about $10,000 
and spent at least $80,000 more 
to develop the property, spokes- 


Fitness trainer Sam Orah, 
above and at left, shows 
residents of Hyattsville, Md., 
how to use the city’s new free 
fitness court. Available fitness 
equipment includes pullup 
bars, squat boxes and a lunge 
step course. 


Rapuact TALismaN 
Phatos for The Washington Post 


woman Trisha Hall said. Love- 
land received a grant of $30,000 
and split the remaining $123,000 
cost 60/40 with UCHealth, said 
Molly Elder, the business man- 
ager for the parks department. 

In Hyattsville, there has been 
a lot of support for the project, 
said Lesley Riddle, the city’s 
director of public works and one 
of several officials on hand Sat- 
urday to introduce residents to 
the fitness court. Mayor Candace 
Hollingsworth “has a lot of pas- 
sion for bringing accessibility for 
health and wellness and exer- 
cise,” Riddle said. “We took that 
and ran with it.” 

Plans to install a shade cloth 
over the structure are in the 
works, Riddle said, and the city 
is hoping to add Wi-Fi there as 
well. The court’s app comes with 
the potential for communities to 
gather user statistics and other 
data, but Hyattsville currently 
doesn’t plan to do so, Rollow said. 
“We just want to see folks use it 
and enjoy it,” he said. 

The court opened earlier this 
summer and has already seen 
plenty of use. “If you build it, 
they will come,” Riddle said. 

Carole Plato, 57, rode her bike 
over to check out the fitness 
court, which is next to a trail, 
making it convenient for run- 
ners and cyclists. “We’re really 
lucky to have this,” she said after 
finishing the orientation workout. 
“And it’s free!” 
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How to support adult children without hovering 


By JENNIFER BREHENY WALLACE 
Special to The Washington Post 


lhere’s no shortage of advice 
for managing the early 
years of parenting, but a 
child’s journey from late 
adolescence to early adulthood can 
be just as challenging for parents 
— maybe even more so. This stage 
often requires a significant shift 
in mindset, as parents move from 
the front seat to the back seat of 
their child’s life. Growing research 
finds that adult children still benefit 
from parental involvement in these 
critical years; however, the type 
of involvement matters and should 
change from when they were 
younger. 

A study published this year found 
that young adults whose parents 
were both supportive of their inde- 
pendence and responsive to their 
needs had more positive outcomes, 
such as better academic engage- 
ment, less delinquent behavior 
and lower levels of depression, 
compared with young adults whose 
parents were uninvolved or too 
controlling. But how do you find the 
line between those extremes? 

“For parents, the early years of 
adulthood, from ages 18-25, can feel 
like a stressful balancing act,” says 
Laura Padilla-Walker, a professor 
and associate dean in the College of 
Family, Home and Social Sciences 
at Brigham Young University. Her 
findings suggest that it’s important 
for parents to remove the scaffold- 
ing of their support gradually, which 
means helping a child when they 
need it, but being careful not to take 
over. 

“When debating whether to step 
in to help,” she says, “be honest 
about your motivation and whether 
you are truly needed or if you’re 
trying to control the outcome.” 

Although there’s no single per- 
fect formula for establishing and 
maintaining boundaries with grown 
children, experts say there are ways 
to stay close in a healthy manner as 
you step back. 


Finding the line 

Establishing boundaries can be 
hard for adult children who are 
closely attached to their parents. It’s 
the parents’ job to make the bound- 
ary-setting easier and to let their 
child know that doing so is healthy 
and normal, says psychotherapist 
Robin Stern, associate director of 
the Yale Center for Emotional Intel- 
ligence. 

Get on the same page. “When my 
children were teens, we had regular 
conversations about independence 
and boundaries and came up with 
solutions that worked for all of us,” 
Stern says. In high school, for ex- 
ample, Stern and her teens agreed 
on “destination calling,” where 
they’d check in when they were 
out at night with friends. When her 
daughter was pursuing a master’s 
degree and living alone in the 
Middle East, they agreed to touch 
base at least every other day. Stern 
adds, “Over the years, we’ve come 
up with solutions and intentionally 
tweaked our boundaries, so that 
they feel respectful to everyone.” 

Learn to cope with radio silence. 
It’s normal and necessary for kids 
to pull away as they go through the 
important developmental task of 
creating a separate identity. Some- 
times sporadic contact can be a 
signal that a child is wrestling with 
a difficult decision and wants to test 
their wings. Parents would do well 
to honor that privacy and not take it 
personally, says Jeffrey Jensen Ar- 
nett, a developmental psychologist 
at Clark University and co-author of 
the book “Getting to 30.” But, other 
times, he says, silence can be a 
warning sign, so trust your parental 
instincts and be ready to intervene 
if you suspect something dangerous 
or unhealthy is going on. 

Help kids let go. When a parent is 
more ready than the child to let go, 
Arnett suggests handling it gently 
so the child doesn’t feel rejected. 
Try moving some of the conversa- 
tions to text, he says, which allows 
you to have more control over the 
frequency of contact. 


From parent to mentor 


It can be helpful for parents to 
think of their role evolving into 
more of a mentorship at this age, 
says developmental psycholo- 
gist Richard Rende, co-author of 
“Raising Can-Do Kids.” “Mentors 
dispense perspective, encourage- 
ment and make suggestions on how 
to shape behavior, instead of trying 
to control it.” 

Offer advice they’ll hear. Ina 
heated moment, it’s easy to revert 
to our parenting muscle memory, 
Rende says. “It takes a deep dive 
on the parent’s side to recognize 
our impulse and get into the habit 
of dispensing perspective instead of 
making judgments,” he adds. One 
way to do this is by asking ques- 
tions, which help bolster a young 
adult’s problem-solving skills rather 
than undermine them. E-cigarettes 
are one example. With a teen, you 
could set consequences for using 
them, but that won’t work with a 
25-year-old. Instead, you might ask 
if they’ve been reading the latest 
research about how addictive the 
devices are and how the govern- 
ment is trying to crack down on 
them, Rende says. The key is to 
keep the tone conversational and 
not let it turn into a lecture. 

Bite your tongue. “It’s important 
to remember that adult children 
now get to make their own choices 
and parents have to, above all, 
honor that,” Rende says. It’s wise to 
make certain topics off-limits. Avoid 
making unsolicited comments about 
their personal habits, clothing, 
grooming and significant others. 

Know when to intervene. There 
are times when a parent has a 
responsibility to speak up. “If I 
feel like my kid is in emotional or 
physical danger, I’m going to say 
something, even if it’s not popular,” 
Stern says. Be sensitive in how 
you frame the conversation. First, 
acknowledge that you respect their 
independence and that what you are 
going to say may be hard for them 
to hear. Apologize for that discom- 
fort in advance, Stern says. 
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Halloween for the 
Peanuts generation 


ilitary families have been hitting civilian 

department stores and base exchanges in 

search of the perfect Halloween costumes 

for next week’s trick-or-treating. I am always 
amazed at the unbelievable selection of reasonably priced 
costumes for kids and adults nowadays. Options range 
from Attila the Hun to Sexy Mr. Rogers, and everything 
in between. Today, there is no excuse for not having a 
decent costume on October 31st. 

However, it wasn’t always so easy. 

When I was a kid, well-made costumes were a privilege 
of the well-to-do, being quite pricey and hard to find. In 
our middle-class neighborhood, fancy costumes were out 
of the question for most. This left us with two options: 
the boxed costume sets easily found at local department 
stores, or ... the dreaded homemade costume. 

While quite affordable, the boxed costume sets of my 
childhood were of the lowest quality imaginable. Each 
came with a mask and a sheath that tied in the back. The 
sheath “costume” was nothing more than a 100% poly- 
ester, paper-thin hospital gown, printed on the front to 
poorly resemble Bugs Bunny, Sleeping Beauty or Fred 
Flintstone. 

Not only did the kids wearing these costumes look 
nothing like the characters they longed to portray, they 
couldn’t go near open flames lest they catch fire and melt 
into puddles of synthetic goo. 

The masks had two round holes to see through and a 
tiny slit at the mouth not quite big enough to allow breath 
to fully escape, making it a steamy, uncomfortable affair. 
Made of eggshell-thin plastic, the masks cracked with 
the slightest pressure, and the thin elastic band that went 
around the head had a working life of about 20 minutes. 

Wearing one of these masks was like shooting craps. 
While trick-or-treating, you might gingerly lift the mask 
up to take a bite of your Charleston Chew, and SNAP 
— the elastic breaks, the plastic cracks, and you’re left 
with no disguise on Halloween night. 

I never got to wear a boxed costume. My first-grade- 
teacher/mother refused to buy them because, according 
to her, “They require no creativity.” Instead, we were set 
adrift to create our own homemade costumes from what 
we could find around the house. For kids of our “Charlie 
Brown Generation,” a white sheet with two holes cut in 
it would do the trick. Unfortunately, all of our sheets had 
daisies or model Ts printed on them. 

So, for a few years, I used my grandmother’s gray wig 
as the basis for disguising myself as “an old lady.” I added 
acrocheted shawl (not hard to find in the ’70s) and little 
glasses I fashioned from pipe cleaners. Voila! I looked 
just like Aunt Bea wearing Converse tennis shoes. Other 
Halloweens, I was politically incorrect before anyone 
worried about political correctness, dressing as a “hobo” 
or an “Indian” squaw. 

With his paper route money, my brother ordered a 
Creature of the Black Lagoon mask from an ad in the 
back of Mad Magazine, which he simply wore with jeans 
and a sweatshirt. Despite the human clothing accompa- 
nying his mask, my brother’s get up terrified me, because 
Ihad recently seen the movie. My brother and I watched 
“Chiller Theater” double features every Saturday night 
after “The Carol Burnett Show.” One Saturday, we saw 
“The Creature from the Black Lagoon” (1954) followed 
by “The Torture Chamber of Dr. Sadism” (1967). Or was 
it “The Man Who Reclaimed His Head” (1934)? Either 
way, my life was never the same. 

Those old horror movies definitely added “fear factor” 
to my Halloweens. My rational side knew the ghouls and 
zombies in the street were just my brother and his mis- 
chievous friends, but my instincts told me that they could 
very well drag me off to a laboratory to be dismembered. 

In the end, it didn’t matter whether the costumes were 
boxed or homemade; trick-or-treating back then was less 
about the costumes and more about being scary. Or, if 
you were like me, being scared. And like the Chuckles, 
Necco Wafers and popcorn balls on Halloween night, 
there were plenty of each to go around. 

Read more of Lisa Smith Molinari’s columns at: 


themeatandpotatoesoflife.com 
Email: meatandpotatoesoflife@googlemail.com 
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NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD 


LINES OF WORK 
BY ERIK AGARD / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ 


Erik Agard, 26, is a professional crossword constructor and editor, now working for Andrews McMeel Universal syndicate in Kansas 


City, Mo. His last Sunday puzzle was ‘*Stoner’ s Film Festival’ in June, He says the idea for this one came from rewatching "“Black 
Panther’ recently (referenced at 87-Across). This is Erik's 17th crossword for The Times this year, and altogether his sixth one with a 


movie theme. — WS. 
ACROSS 


1 Fasteners ... or, if you 
change the fourth 
letter to an S, what 
the fasteners might 
be made of 


6 W's lit eight nights in 
arow 


13 Figure that denotes 
acidity 


18 Less everyday 


19 Humble expression of 
capability 


20 Number that might 
be kept secret 


21 Professional whose 
favorite movie line 
might be 
“There’s no place like 
home” 


23 Muse of astronomy 
24 Dis-qualified? 

25 Cyclops's “I” 

26 “Uh-oh!” 


28 Maker of the Acadia 
S.WY. 


29 Franchise with a 
series set in New 
Orleans 


30 Singer___J. Blige 
31 Weasel relative 
34 South Asian garment 


35... “Here’s looking at 
you, kid” 

37 Not be attentive 

38 President whose wife 


went on to become 
president 


39 Unconfident 
utterances 

40 ... “Lwish I knew how 
to quit you” 

42 Not manually 
controlled 


46 Foreign capital where 
W.E.B. Du Bois is 
buried 

48 Do a little tidying 

49 Lukewarm response 

50 Arthropod 
appendages 

51 Emitters of cosmic 
rays 

53 Arctic coat 

55 Typing sounds 

56 “Well, aren’t I 
clever?!” 

57 Shaving mishap 


59 One honored on 
March 8 per a 1977 
United Nations 
resolution 


61... “Go ahead, make 
my day” 

66 Less bronzed 

67 Hated figure 

68 Promote 

69 Relative of the emu 

70 Couleur in the middle 
of the French flag 


72 Big maker of 
smartphones 


74 Word between “stink” 
and “stunk” in 
“You're a Mean One, 
Mr Grinch” 

75 Hurry, quaintly 

77 Place to get a knish 

79 Obstetrics worker 

80 Dwell 


GUNSTON STREET 


81... “Get to the 
chopper!” 

84 Recording device, 
for short 

85 ____planning 

86 Part of N.S., in 
Canadian mail 

87 ... “Is this your 
king?!” 

92 Fine deposit 

93 Airport named for 
two Washington 
cities 


94 Hurry 

95 “This on 

96 Caesar's “I 

97 Reaction to scritches, 
maybe 

98 “___ the Explorer” 


99 Things you might 
take 


aspin in 

100 Stored 

102 ... “T'll have what 
she’s having” 

107 Low-carb-diet 
creator 

108 Piece of furniture 
that’s at least a 
couple of feet wide 

109 Best competitive 
performance, 
informally 

110 Trials 

111 Trick that’s “pulled” 

112Doodling, say 


DOWN 
1 Mile High City athlete 
2Palm fiber 
3 Drawer, say 


4 Restructuring target 

5 Sp. title 

6 Term of address for a 
noble 

7 Like some calories 

8 Beyoncé film role 

9 “Snakes ____ Plane” 

10 Shaft of sunshine 

11 Estimation from 
dating 

12 Placed on a pedestal 


13 Swedish name akin 
to Lawrence 

14 Commercial suffix 
with Motor 

15 2004 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner who 
founded the Green 
Belt Movement 

16 Flower that’s often 
yellow 

17 Flower that’s often 
purple 

20 School district higher- 
up, informally 

21 Like praises and arias 

22 Story tellers 

27 Half a pint 

30 Firm-ly worded 
letter? 


31 Bars that people walk 
into? 


32 Actress Dawson 

33 Clean (up) 

34 French for “salt” 

36 Humble homes 

37 Incites to attack, with 


‘on 
38____ saint 

41 Witness’s attestation 
42 Makes a choice 


WHEN I WAS A KID] |THAT'S YOUR COSTUME? 
ALL WE HAD WAS 


“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and visit gunstonstreet.com. 
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50 


Gi 


75 76 


108 


Tit 


43 Image Award org. 


44 Children’s playthings 
that help with 


46 Sound bites and such 

47 Trolley sounds 

51 Buddy 

52 District 9, for short? 

54 Alternatives to 
Targets 

56 Swayed to the dark 
side, say 


58 Danish coin 
60 Ceaselessly 
62 Exactly right 


63 Half-frozen Italian 
dessert 


64 Grooved on 


65 Leaf blower 
alternative 


71 Effective salesperson 
73 Sp. title 

74 Long tuck 

75 What goes in a box 


78 Overseen by 

80 Anger 

82 Receptacle for 
donations 

83 Little ‘un 

84 Source of chocolate 

87 One serving on a ship 

88 Andean feline 

89 Eventually 

90 Enjoying a comedy 

91 Stick-y pad? 


94 Like DC and MI 

97 Calligraphers’ choices 

98 Twentysomethings, 
eg. 

99 Burkina Faso 
neighbor 


101 Word before “home” 
or “the road” 


103 School org 
104 Part of fwiw 
105 Matrix character 
106 Place to wear 


76 Water 93 Brewski smocks 
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The story of the U.S. military's role 
in Afghanistan, as seen through 


the eyes of Stars and Stripes 
journalists covering America’s 


longest war. 


Only $1 4.99 with Free Shipping 


‘Over 100 pages “ 


of stunning images 


and stories from 
the front lines. 


45 YEARS IN AFGHANISTAN 
———— 
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Lady Gaga’s mother says singer was 
taunted, anxious, depressed as a youth 


By Curisti Carras 
Los Angeles Times 


Lady Gaga has been an outspoken celeb- 
rity advocate for mental health, inspiring 
fans with her journey from bullied child to 
award-winning global superstar. But at the 
start of her battle with anxiety and depres- 
sion, she was just a regular kid who needed 
her mom. 

“As a parent I wasn’t prepared to really 
address this,” said Gaga’s mother, Cynthia 
Germanotta, on “CBS This Morning.” “She 
went through a lot of difficult times — hu- 
miliated, taunted, isolated. ... She went 
from a very happy and aspirational young 
girl to somebody who started to question 
her self-worth.” 

Hosted by Gayle King, Anthony Mason 
and Tony Dokoupil, Wednesday’s “Stop the 
Stigma” event included a variety of special 
guests who have been affected in some way 
by mental illness — from Gaga’s mother 


to “Queer Eye” culture expert Karamo 
Brown — to spread awareness. 

In 2012, Gaga and her mother co-found- 
ed the Born This Way Foundation, which 
empowers young people to practice mental 
and emotional wellness. Germanotta now 
provides others with tools and advice to 
help their loved ones who are suffering as 
the “Shallow” singer once did. 

“Tt can also cause feelings of guilt, of 
helplessness, not knowing how to help my 
daughter,” Germanotta said. “One of the 
most difficult things for me as a parent was 
understanding what is normal and what is 
not normal. . The most important thing 
that they can do is really listen and under- 
stand. What I learned from our daughter is 
to listen and validate her feelings.” 

Throughout the morning special, sev- 
eral stars, experts, activists and audience 
members detailed their own experiences 
with mental illness. Brown, who encourag- 
es participants on “Queer Eye” to conquer 


their demons, opened up about his past 
grappling with depression and suicidal 
thoughts. 

“For me it was waking up and feeling 
like the sun just wasn’t shining as bright 
as it was the day before,” he said. “It felt 
like, I can’t get out of bed, as if I was alone, 
as if things weren’t going to get better. ... 
That progressively got worse and worse 
and worse.” 

Acommon theme throughout the discus- 
sions was the power of finding strength in 
community and access to help. 

Also among the interviewees were Jane 
Pauley, host of “CBS Sunday Morning,” 
who has bipolar disorder; Dr. Ken Duck- 
worth, medical director of the National Al- 
liance on Mental Illness; Dr. Sue Varma, a 
fellow of the American Psychiatric Asso- 
ciation; and Miana Bryant, founder of non- 
profit the Mental Elephant, which focuses 
on mental health on college campuses. 


ABC/TNS 


Cynthia Germanotta, the mother of 
singer and performer Lady Gaga (pic- 
tured), shared details Wednesday of her 
daughter’s struggles with cruel peers and 
self-confidence as a child. 


Advocate 
for change 


Governors Awards honor 
Geena Davis’ work toward 
gender equality in media 


By Linpszy Baur 
Associated Press 


When Geena Davis got a message on a Saturday 
morning that the president of the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences needed to speak 
to her urgently, she thought “I hope I’m not in 
trouble.” 

It was quite the opposite. The call was to inform 
Davis that she had been selected to receive the 
Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award at this year’s 
Governors Awards for starting the Geena Davis 
Institute on Gender in Media. On Sunday, she’ll 
join the ranks of past honorees like Audrey Hep- 
burn, Gregory Peck and Oprah Winfrey at the 11th 
installment of the awards. Honorary Oscars will 
also be given to David Lynch, Wes Studi and Lina 
Wertmuller. 

Unlike her fellow honorees, however, Davis, 63, 
has actually won an Academy Award — for her 
supporting performance in “The Accidental Tour- 
ist” (1988). 

The award Sunday is not for acting, but for her 
work as an advocate for gender equality, which 
began informally after she realized the effect that 
the female buddy road trip film “Thelma & Lou- 
ise” had on people. 

“Tt dramatically changed my life,” Davis said. 
“The reaction to it made me realize that we give 
women so few opportunities to feel empowered and 
inspired by the female characters. That’s when I 
decided that from then on, I was going to make 
choices with women in the audience in mind.” 

It led her to “A League of Their Own,” which not 
only bolstered her own self-esteem in learning to 
play a sport but seemed to have an effect on young 
girls who would tell her that they played sports be- 
cause of her. 

The ultimate push, however, came when she 
started watching kids’ television and movies with 
her then-toddler daughter and realized “profound 
gender inequality” started there and, she theo- 
rized, was inadvertently teaching children to have 


Actress Geena Davis will receive an honorary 
Oscar on Sunday at the Governors Awards. 


unconscious bias. She started informal conversa- 
tions with executives in the industry, pointing out 
what she had noticed. 

“T would say, ‘Have you ever noticed how few 
female characters are in movies and TV made 
for kids?’” Davis said. “And every single person 
said, ‘Oh, no, that’s not true anymore. That’s been 
fixed.” 

That’s when she realized she was going to need 
data to back up her observations, leading her to 
found the nonprofit organization in 2004. Her ex- 
perience has been encouraging, too. 

“They are uniformly horrified to find out that 
they are leaving out that many female characters. 
And the data really is the magic key because they 
immediately want to change. We’ve yet to leave 
any meeting where they haven’t said ‘you’ve just 
changed our project,” Davis said. “The thing 
about my approach is that there’s absolutely no 
shaming and blaming. In fact, I talk to them all 
privately. I never bust any particular movie or pro- 
gram. It’s all very friendly and supportive.” 

And it’s led to real change. In 2012, gender par- 
ity was achieved for lead characters in children’s 
television programming and has only been im- 
proving since. 


Lizzo extends writing 
credits for ‘Truth Hurts’ 


From wire services 


Lizzo is sharing writing credit 
on her hit song “Truth Hurts” 
with the creator behind the song’s 
signature line, but not with two 
other writers who claim they also 
contributed to the track. 

“Truth Hurts” features the 
popular line, “I just took a DNA 
test, turns out I’m 100 percent 
that bitch,” which originated 
from a 2017 tweet by singer Mina 
Lioness and was turned into a 
popular meme. On Wednesday, 
Lizzo wrote on social media that 
Lioness “is the person I am shar- 
ing my success with.” 

The line was also used in Liz- 
zo’s song “Healthy,” created in 
2017 with the songwriting broth- 
ers Justin and Jeremiah Raisen. 
The Raisens feel they deserve 
writing credit on “Truth Hurts” 
as a result, though Lizzo wrote 
they “had nothing to do with the 
line or how I chose to sing it.” 

“The men who now claim a 
piece of ‘Truth Hurts’ did not 
help me write any part of the 
song. There was no one in the 
room when I wrote ‘Truth Hurts’ 
except me, Ricky Reed, and my 
tears. That song is my life, and its 
words are my truth,” Lizzo wrote 
Wednesday. 

In addition, Lizzo’s lawyer Cyn- 
thia Arato announced Wednes- 
day that a lawsuit has been filed 
in California to establish that the 
Raisens, as well as Justin “Yves” 
Rothman, are not entitled to any 
credit for the song. 


T-Pain: Tour canceled 
because of low sales 


Singer and rapper T-Pain did 
what many musicians can find 
hard to do: tell the truth. 

On Wednesday, the singer and 
rapper told his fans in an Insta- 
gram video that he would be can- 
celing his upcoming tour because 
of low ticket sales. 

In his video, the Tallahassee, 


Fla., native told his fans that the 
tour would’ve been a “bad look” 
for him and that they would not 
have been entertained. There- 
fore, he said, he’s made the choice 
to cancel his 1UP DLC Tour. 

“T was advised to lie about this 
and say that I needed some time 
or Ineeded some alone time or me 
time,” said T-Pain, whose legal 
name is Faheem Rasheed Najm. 
“T appreciate the tickets that we 
did sell although the ticket sales 
were very low, and they were low 
because we didn’t set it up right,” 
he said, mentioning that he and 
his team were running on the fuel 
from his last tour. 


Other news 


® Quentin Tarantino’s “Once 
Upon a Time ... in Hollywood” is 
heading back into theaters with 
10 minutes of added scenes. Sony 
Pictures said Wednesday that the 
longer version will play in more 
than 1,000 theaters in the U.S. 
and Canada beginning Oct. 25. 
The new running time will push 
Tarantino’s 1969 Los Angeles 
fable to nearly three hours. 

@ Noah Baumbach’s “Mar- 
riage Story,” Lulu Wang’s “The 
Farewell” and the Safdie broth- 
ers’ “Uncut Gems” led the 29th 
annual Gotham Awards with 
three nominations apiece, includ- 
ing best feature. The Independent 
Film Project, which puts on the 
Gothams, announced the nomi- 
nations Thursday for the Decem- 
ber 2nd awards ceremony. The 
Gotham Awards focus entirely on 
independent films. 

@ Maia and Alex Shibutani, 
the sibling ice dancers and Olym- 
pic bronze medalists, are collabo- 
rating on a middle grade book 
series, Penguin Young Readers 
announced Thursday. The first 
book is called “Kudo Kids: The 
Mystery of the Masked Medal- 
ist.” It’s scheduled for May 12, two 
months before the 2020 Olympics 
in Tokyo. 
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OPINION 


GOP base won't stand for abandoning Trump 


By Hucs Hewitt 
Special to The Washington Post 


he Republican Party risks exile 

for longer than it has endured in 

the modern era if, in the absence 

of incontrovertible evidence of 
actual “high crimes and misdemeanors,” 
it deserts President Donald Trump during 
the campaign to remove him from office. 
Democrats are pursuing impeachment be- 
cause they obviously fear that they cannot 
defeat him at the ballot box in 2020. 

The advantage of talking with radio lis- 
teners — and not merely lecturing read- 
ers or tweeting at followers or opponents 
— is that you hear from people who aren’t 
among the Manhattan-D.C. media elites 
who overwhelmingly hate Trump. Caution- 
ing that crowd against confirmation bias is 
as useless as it was to warn the Obama ad- 
ministration that the nascent Islamic State 
was not the terrorist junior varsity. Awk- 
ward truths don’t do well on the left. But 
here are some awkward truths: 

First, no quid pro quo, much less an il- 
legitimate one, has been proved about 
Trump’s dealings with Ukraine. 

Second, quid pro quos have always been 
a feature of U.S. foreign policy — from 
the long-ago Louisiana Purchase to more 
recently President Barack Obama’s send- 
ing the Iranian regime $1.7 billion in cash, 
which was central to the controversial 
U.S.-Iran nuclear “deal.” Quid pro quos are 
sometimes excellent and obvious, some- 
times controversial, sometimes illegal. 

Third, if a quid pro quo involving Trump 
is established, and the agreement it refers 
to was the leveraging of military or civilian 
aid to Ukraine for assistance in the inves- 
tigation of the attack on the 2016 presiden- 
tial election, that would not be illegitimate. 
It would be of a piece with special coun- 
sel Robert Mueller’s investigation, which 


Members of the public 
know that the impeachment 
effort so far has been pure 
political theater. 


involved at least a dozen requests for as- 
sistance from foreign governments by 
Mueller and his staff. If the aim of a ne- 
gotiation was to lever information on the 
operations run against the United States in 
2016, it’s a legitimate ask. 

Fourth, the impeachment inquiry can- 
not be allowed to block or overshadow the 
deep dive by Attorney General William 
Barr and U.S. Attorney John Durham into 
a suspected handful of anti-Trump zealots 
at senior levels in the FBI, the intelligence 
community or within the White House. If 
Congress’ attack on Trump is permitted to 
subvert the Justice Department investiga- 
tion before its findings are publicly aired, 
the Republican establishment in Wash- 
ington will simply be torched by the GOP 
grass roots. 

Finally, if the impeachment process 
moves toward a Senate trial, House Re- 
publicans had better offer loud and sus- 
tained denunciations of the outrageous 
Star Chamber tactics of Rep. Adam Schiff, 
D-Calif., during the inquiry, or they will 
almost certainly face primary challenges. 
Likewise, Senate Republicans will need 
to stand up against the left’s campaign of 
insinuations and trafficking in unnamed 
sources, or they may well get the boot. 

Members of the public know that the 
impeachment effort so far has been pure 
political theater. They know that Schiff 
couldn’t care less about the precedents of 
the impeachment process. They know that 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s accusation 


about Trump — “All roads lead to Putin” 
— is rank McCarthyism. They know that 
the media is stacking the deck with Trump 
haters at every opportunity, with some urg- 
ing the blacklisting of anyone not calling 
for Trump’s head. They know these things, 
and they won’t forgive surrendering to 
these left-wing elites because it is uncom- 
fortable to confront them at Nats games. 

If Trump committed an impeachable of- 
fense — if convincing evidence emerges 
from a fair House process that is subject to 
close examination by the Senate — serious 
Republicans will say so. But the #Never- 
Trump chorus of maybe two dozen Repub- 
lican TV talking heads doesn’t count as 
“serious Republicans.” They don’t count 
because they have never mounted anything 
like a good-faith attempt to understand the 
motives of the 90 percent or so of the GOP 
that is rock solid in supporting Trump. 

Right now there is a sustained, frontal 
attack on Trump that is premised on the 
transcript of a phone call with the Ukrai- 
nian president that has not impressed the 
public as evidence of an offense, much less 
an impeachable one. There is an ocean of 
innuendo about Trump’s personal lawyer, 
Rudy Giuliani, whose conduct on TV is 
often intemperate, but there are no credible 
allegations of wrongdoing against the man 
who made private inquiries in Ukraine on 
the president’s behalf. 

That’s not enough for the Mueller-disap- 
pointed. They need to leap immediately to 
the conclusion that the former New York 
mayor is criminally culpable and that the 
president is complicit. 

That won't fly with half of the country. 
And that half is watching very closely. 
Hugh Hewitt, a Washington Post 
contributing columnist, hosts a nationally 
syndicated radio show and is author of “The 


Fourth Way: The Conservative Playbook for a 
Lasting GOP Majority.” 


Pitfalls from Cuban missile crisis still in play 


By Artuur I. Cyr 
Special to Stars and Stripes 


he Cuban missile crisis occurred 

more than a half century ago, but 

the lessons of that terrifying Cold 

War episode remain important. 
Fading of memories over time argue more 
strongly for reviewing the story. 

Dangers of fatal military miscalculation 
may be greater today than during the Cold 
War. In the United States, our military 
presence in the Mideast fuels partisan po- 
litical debate but little discussion of poten- 
tial confrontation with Russia. 

During Oct. 22-28, 1962, the Cuba crisis 
dominated world attention, as Washington 
and Moscow sparred on the edge of ther- 
monuclear war. Lessons include difficulty 
of securing accurate intelligence, and the 
unpredictability of events. 

On Oct. 14, 1962, U.S. reconnaissance 
photos revealed the Soviet Union was plac- 
ing offensive nuclear missiles in Cuba, de- 
spite contrary assurances. On Oct. 16, after 
thorough review and analysis, national se- 
curity adviser McGeorge Bundy informed 
President John F. Kennedy. 

Kennedy and his advisers spent a week 
debating options. On Oct. 22, 1962, he ad- 
dressed the nation and stated the missiles 
must be removed. Until Soviet Premier Ni- 
kita Khrushchev agreed to withdraw them 
on Oct. 28, Armageddon loomed. 

Senior Kennedy administration officials, 
with the exception of CIA Director John 
McCone, had assumed Moscow would 
never put long-range missiles into Cuba. 
They erroneously calculated the Soviets 


also felt the move would be just too risky. 

Earlier, reconnaissance flights over 
Cuba were curtailed to avoid antagoniz- 
ing Moscow, and resumed only because 
McCone aggressively pressed the matter. 
Analysis developed photographic evidence 
of the Soviet deception just before the mis- 
siles would become operational. 

However, there was already circumstan- 
tial evidence, including reports from reli- 
able Cuba agents, that something of this 
nature was underway. As with the George 
W. Bush administration regarding Iraq 
weapons, senior officials chose evidence 
they preferred. 

At the start of the crisis, there was strong 
sentiment, especially among the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, for a conventional air attack 
followed by an invasion of Cuba. Kennedy 
imaginatively decided instead on a naval 
quarantine as the U.S. first step. 

Years after the crisis, surviving policy 
makers from Cuba, the Soviet Union and 
the U.S. initiated a series of meetings which 
have revealed important new dimensions 
and insights. Soviet commanders already 
had shorter-range nuclear-armed missiles 
in Cuba, and at least for a time the author- 
ity to use them in the event of an American 
invasion of the island. 

Soviet submarine commanders had 
nuclear-armed torpedoes. The important 
book by Michael Dobbs, “One Minute 
to Midnight,” documents an occasion in 
which the commanding officer of a Soviet 
sub nearly launched one against the ha- 
rassing U.S. Navy ships. 

At the top of our own government, civil- 


military relations were in some respects 
sorely tested. Secretary of Defense Rob- 
ert McNamara already had generally poor 
relations with most, though not all, senior 
uniformed officers. He clashed heatedly, 
and publicly, with Chief of Naval Opera- 
tions George Anderson. Yet organizational 
discipline, and our nation, survived. 

Bundy’s history of the nuclear age, 
“Danger and Survival,” published a quar- 
ter century after the crisis, revealed that 
Kennedy privately accepted (while public- 
ly rejecting) a Soviet proposal for a Cuba- 
Turkey missile trade. 

Throughout the crisis, Kennedy demon- 
strated calm, open-minded engagement. 
He assembled a group that freely debated 
a wide range of options. When tensions 
mounted, the president would shrewdly 
suggest taking a break. The initial strong 
support for immediate military attack 
dissipated. 

Lessons of the crisis include importance 
of thorough, objective intelligence analysis 
and communicating effectively with oppo- 
nents. Then and now, strong U.S. presiden- 
tial leadership is essential. 

Today, U.S. troops are in the Mideast 
along with forces from Russia, Iran, Is- 
rael, Syria, Turkey and various national 
and terrorist groups. Yet partisan politics 
drives the debate, not clear consideration 
of our national interests. There is almost 
no discussion of possible accidental war. 

Cuban missile crisis lessons remain im- 
portant, ignored at our peril. 

Arthur |. Cyr is Clausen Distinguished Professor 


at Carthage College and author of “After the Cold 
War.” 
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OPINION 


What newspapers 
are saying at home 


The following editorial excerpts are se- 
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori- 
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates. 


Character assassination of 


public servants a sad failure 
The Washington Post 

Unable to answer the mounting evidence 
that President Donald Trump abused his 
office to advance his reelection campaign, 
the White House is resorting to character 
assassination. Following reports of the 
congressional testimony Tuesday of Wil- 
liam Taylor, the chargé d’affaires at the 
U.S. Embassy in Ukraine, a statement 
attributed to press secretary Stephanie 
Grisham described “a coordinated smear 
campaign from far-left lawmakers and 
radical unelected bureaucrats waging war 
on the Constitution.” 

We'll let House Democrats defend them- 
selves. But the attempt to sully Taylor’s 
reputation, and that of other government 
servants who have testified in the Ukraine 
affair, is ludicrous — and vile. 

For the record: Taylor has served his 
country with distinction for 50 years. After 
graduating from West Point, he was de- 
ployed for six years as an infantry officer, 
including with the 101st Airborne Division 
in Vietnam. Later he worked at NATO and 
as a State Department diplomat in Afghan- 
istan, Iraq, Israel and Ukraine, where he 
was first appointed ambassador by George 
W. Bush. 

In his testimony Tuesday, Taylor re- 
counted that, after being asked to return to 
Kyiv earlier this year by Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, he approached a former se- 
nior Republican official for advice. He said 
“the mentor counseled: ‘If your country 
asks you to do something, you do it — if you 
can be effective.” 

We feel confident that it was in that 
same spirit that Taylor agreed to testify 
about Trump’s extortion of the Ukrainian 
government. He, and former Ambassador 
Marie Yovanovitch, and Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State George Kent, and for- 
mer Pompeo adviser Michael McKinley, 
and former National Security Council aide 
Fiona Hill are the opposite of “radicals.” 
They are conservatives in the best sense 
— patriots who tried, and are still trying, 
to defend the country’s interests and val- 
ues from a radically reckless and corrupt 
president. 

Two others who testified, Kurt Volker 
and Gordon Sondland, are Republicans 
appointed to their posts by Trump. By 
Taylor’s account, Sondland, who donated 
$1 million to Trump’s inaugural commit- 
tee, did not disclose to Congress all he did 
to advance Trump’s attempt to pressure 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens- 
kiy into announcing investigations of Joe 
Biden and the Democratic National Com- 
mittee. But even Sondland spoke openly 
of his unease over the hijacking of policy 
toward Ukraine by Trump’s personal law- 
yer, Rudy Giuliani. 

The accounts these men and women 
have provided establish beyond any rea- 
sonable doubt that Trump conditioned a 
White House meeting that Zelenskiy badly 
wanted on his commitment to investiga- 
tions that would advance Trump’s person- 
al political interests — and Taylor offered 
considerable evidence that Trump froze 
U.S. military aid to Ukraine for the same 
reason. That the testimony came behind 
closed doors is a drawback; while it may 
be necessary in this investigative phase, 
House leaders should arrange for the wit- 
nesses to tell their stories in public as the 
impeachment process moves forward. 

Americans who see and hear Taylor, 
Yovanovitch and the others are likely to 


perceive them for what they are: honest 
and courageous public servants. Grisham, 
who in nearly four months on the job has 
yet to hold a public news conference, will 
be remembered as one of the political bul- 
lies who tried and failed to discredit them. 


Calif. measure on candidates’ 


tax returns a shameless stunt 
The Orange County (Calif.) Register 

There was never a good reason for Cali- 
fornia to try punishing President Donald 
Trump by requiring candidates to disclose 
their income tax returns in order to appear 
on the primary election ballot. But life in 
our virtual one-party state meant that a 
state law was passed anyway to do exactly 
that. Fortunately, a judge struck it down. 

Alex Padilla, California’s secretary of 
state, is bent on saving the law. So is Gov. 
Gavin Newsom, who informed a federal 
court of his intention to file an appeal. 
Both men should cut it out and focus on the 
state’s more important business. 

Senate Bill 27, introduced by Demo- 
cratic state Sens. Mike McGuire and Scott 
Wiener, was similar to a bill vetoed by Gov. 
Jerry Brown in 2017. 

“While I recognize the political attrac- 
tiveness — even the merits — of getting 
President Trump’s tax returns, I worry 
about the political perils of individual 
states seeking to regulate presidential elec- 
tions in this manner,” Brown noted in his 
veto message, which also raised questions 
about the constitutionality of the proposal 
and the risk of a slippery slope should the 
bill become law. 

That didn’t stop the Legislature and New- 
som from going ahead with it anyway this 
time around. The bill was signed in July. 

As expected, the law was challenged and 
a judge quickly recognized the follies of 
the law. As to the ruling, Eastern District 
of California Judge Morrison England Jr. 
put the matter clearly: “(T]he Act’s provi- 
sions likely violate the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States.” 

England further noted that deciding 
“whether a tax return disclosure require- 
ment is good policy or makes political 
sense” is not a matter for a court. 

It is not a matter for a legislature either. 
Applying nakedly political tests to candi- 
dates creates a “troubling minefield” for 
citizens seeking public office. 

Even though he expressed understand- 
ing and empathy for “the motivations” be- 
hind the law, England properly shut down 
this latest instance of activist Sacramento 
lawmaking that reaches into the smallest 
and most fundamental details of political 
life for one-off reasons. Yet Padilla has 
gone so far as to claim that the now-invali- 
dated law is “fundamental to preserving 
and protecting American democracy” — a 
claim with no connection to reality and 
limitless in its potential application — and 
wants to appeal the ruling. 


Opening the door to political tests for 
qualification for candidacy would, contrary 
to Padilla’s poetic license, fundamentally 
threaten and suppress the democratic pro- 
cess. Each year would bring struggles over 
which qualifications would apply to which 
positions, and which would be repealed in 
time for the latest vote. 

Padilla and Newsom likely know this 
well, and are simply working every level 
they have at their considerable disposal to 
harass and harry Trump before Election 
Day. While cynical, this would at least be a 
clever piece of political strategizing. 

But it still makes a dangerous mockery 
of our legal and political system. Their ap- 
peal should be dropped. 


Trump’s ‘lynching’ comment 


could cost him key allies 
The Wall Street Journal 

Donald Trump made himself a politi- 
cal celebrity in 2016 by persuading news 
media to talk about — Donald Trump. He 
did it mainly by the expedient of saying 
outrageous things — by trolling, in the par- 
lance of social media — and it worked. It’s 
still working, though these days as often to 
his detriment as advantage. 

On Tuesday the president guaranteed 
he’d be topic number one for at least 24 
hours by tweeting that the effort toimpeach 
him is a “lynching.” Instantly, and perhaps 
as he intended, his critics in the media, on 
Capitol Hill and elsewhere expressed rage 
and disbelief that Trump could compare 
the conduct of his political opponents to the 
mobs that murdered blacks in an earlier, 
shameful era. 

The verb to lynch means to execute 
without a trial or due process. It doesn’t 
refer only to extrajudicial killings in the 
post-Reconstruction and Jim Crow South. 
Accordingly, it’s occasionally used in a 
figurative sense in other English-speak- 
ing countries. But in the United States 
the word is electric for its historical con- 
text, and you don’t have to indulge in ra- 
cial hypersensitivities to appreciate why. 
Clarence Thomas famously used it during 
his confirmation hearing in 1991 when, as 
he saw it, a cabal of white liberals sought 
to destroy his nomination to the Supreme 
Court by a “high-tech lynching.” Thomas 
had what we would call political and his- 
torical standing. 

But no president should use the word in 
the offhand and self-indulgent way that 
Trump did in his tweet. What’s so galling 
about this and similar provocations is that, 
in his quest to remain always and forever 
in the headlines, Trump puts his more ju- 
dicious allies on the political spot. Every 
Republican in Congress is immediately 
asked either to ignore him and risk asso- 
ciation with his reckless pronouncements, 
or criticize him and risk his wrath. 

Democrats are bent on impeaching 
Trump, and if he wants to survive he is 


going to need allies in Congress. The more 
he forces Republicans to defend words or 
actions that don’t deserve defending, the 
more their resentment will build and the 
more political trouble he will be in. 


Facebook can’t justify policy 


on misleading political ads 
Miami Herald 

Facebook long has had a policy on mis- 
leading ads. In the words of company 
Product Management Director Rob Leath- 
ern, “Misleading or deceptive ads have no 
place on Facebook.” 

Apparently that simple, declarative 
statement needed a huge asterisk, as Dem- 
ocratic presidential candidate Joe Biden 
found when he tried to get Facebook to pull 
a misleading ad run by the Trump cam- 
paign. The policy doesn’t apply to political 
ads. 

The ad Biden wanted pulled — part of 
President Donald Trump’s shady efforts 
to embroil Biden in a controversy over the 
former vice president’s son’s work with a 
Ukrainian gas company — clearly falls 
into that category. Both Factcheck.org and 
PolitiFact found the ad deceptive. 

But Facebook decided that it will treat 
ads from politicians as “newsworthy con- 
tent” — letting them stand regardless of 
how misleading they are because the pub- 
lic interest supposedly outweighs the harm 
of the disinformation. Facebook figures 
every reader who sees a political adver- 
tisement will have the time and inclination 
to verify every claim in it is true. 

The reality, of course, is that such indi- 
vidually obsessive review is impossible. 
That’s why we have journalists and other 
fact-checkers. 

Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg 
doubled down last week in a Georgetown 
University address, claiming that the so- 
cial network stands for “free expression.” 
He echoed comments he had made after a 
controversial series of secretive meetings 
with conservatives by saying, “The long 
journey towards greater progress requires 
confronting ideas that challenge us.” 

Challenging ideas that engender intelli- 
gent discourse are great. Deliberate false- 
hoods, not so much. Zuckerberg’s answer 
seems like nothing more than a ginned-up 
justification for Facebook to rake in mil- 
lions of dollars by delivering misinfor- 
mation that erodes informed democratic 
debate. 

At Georgetown, Zuckerberg spoke high- 
mindedly about how Facebook has handed 
people the “power to express themselves at 
scale,” creating a “new force in the world.” 
But he did not acknowledge how that force 
was abused to communicate a misinforma- 
tion campaign designed by a foreign power 
to interfere in the 2016 election. Did he 
learn nothing? 

Creating a forum for free speech is a 
noble goal, but that forum needn’t and 
shouldn’t also be a place for deliberate 
misinformation and undermining the very 
democracy Zuckerberg claims to want to 
uphold. Political speech needs heightened 
protection, but not when it contains out- 
right lies. 

Then there are Zuckerberg’s secre- 
tive meetings with Tucker Carlson, Hugh 
Hewitt and other conservative commenta- 
tors without any apparent corresponding 
meetings with liberals. 

It all paints a strange picture. It’s almost 
as if Zuckerberg fears that the talk about 
Facebook’s assumed liberal bias might 
convince Trump’s politically compromised 
Department of Justice to bring some sort 
of anti-trust action against the company. 
So he’s doing all sorts of conservative out- 
reach, including doing Trump a favor and 
refusing to take down a clearly false ad, to 
allay such fears. 

Whatever the reason, if users can’t trust 
Facebook to do even the least bit of content 
moderation when it comes to political ads, 
there just might be something valid in the 
#DeleteFacebook trend. 
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SEASONS ON 
A MONTHLY 
BASIS? 


TELL ME WHAT YOU 
ARE LOOKING FOR IN 


AN EMPLOYER. 


@COTTADISEAYS 


T WANT A COMPANY 
THAT APPRECIATES A 
HEALTHY WORK —LIFE 

BALANCE. 


WAS LIKE IN 
OCTOBER - 


NARS. OLSEN. 


HOPING 
THAT 
DION’ T 


(F ONCY 

HE HAD 

WAITED 
“THe NOON. 


NINBE ITLL 
BE EASIER To 
g | Follow THEN 
z {F You CALL 
4 ‘TRE TEN. 
2 Nuisslon. 
H CANTENENTS 
§ 
WHEY e209 wus mie, ure 0-25 


Viner WRONG, 
LEMONT? 


1 THINK 
SASHA MITCHELLS 


PLAYING GAMES 
WITH MY 
FEELINGS. 


FINALLY AGREED TO HAVE LUNCH 
WITH HER SHE STOOP ME 
ANOTHER GUY AND THEN 


WOW GREAT HER 
DATE WAS: 


OP FOR 
TOLD ME 


SOCOMUCS.CON/ NoNGECUNTUR 
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BESIDES, | WAS UP ALL NIGHT 
PONDERING iT, AND | DON'T THINK 
THERE REALLY /$ ANOTHER GUY. 


ALL TEENAGERS HAVE AN 
WENTITY CRISIS. BUT YES, 
UM A BLT WORKED, 


ALERED. 


21 


ACROSS 56 Chest muscle 22 Jr’s son 

1 Bistros 570Oman neighbor 24Luau bowlful 

6 Soak (up) 26 End a computer 
9 Docs’ org. DOWN session 


12 Bakery smell 
13 Poetic tribute 


1 Lincoln or Ford 
2 Exist 


28 Horned beast 
30 Fa follower 


14Moment 3 Ulna’s place 32 Caused damage 
15 Second airing 4 Flightless birds 33 Before 

16 Pistol, e.g. 5 Blitzen’s boss 34 Up-to-date 

18 Will subject 6 Sentimental sort 36 Runway surface 


29 Orange juice 
and champagne 

31 Concealed 

35 “The Dapper 
Don” 

37 Beget 

38 Thread holder 

41 Moreover 

43 Morning moisture 

44 Magic dragon 

45 Slop container 

47 Colony with 
tunnels 

49 High-five sounds 

52 Sault — Marie 

53 Royal insomnia 
cause 


17 African herd 

19 Enlightened 
Buddhist 

21 “Ben-Hur” studio 


The DANN of 20Grown-up nits 7 “Garfield"dog 38 Tic 
IOPPLE 21 Ms_ Farrow 8 Apiece 39 Football kicks 
ANANIGE NE 23"Entourage’ 9 Light — 40 Frequently 
muerernemmener agent (ethereal) 42 Failing the white- 
= 24 Seine city « 
| THINK “PLAYING (ene ie 36 Lass 10 “Thank you, glove test 
one rte rity.) FALL FOR GAMES ' : Henri” 45 Sloth’s home 
, HED ANYMORE. 27 Egret’s cousin fi as 
LOVE TO SEE ME, AND THEN WHEN 1 4 11 Pinnacles 46 Jubilation 


48 PC program 

50 Opposite of 
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warmth by 20 percent. 
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DECISION ANY ¢ FINANCE GUY. 

LONGER. 


TED SAYS YOU 
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@COTTADISEAYS 
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Dilbert 


I WAS TEACHING 
HIM HOW TO BE 
SELF-RELIANT. 
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TOO, ISN’T IT? 


‘You'RE | | THEY'RE NOT NO ONE'S GOING 
WEARING THEM To MISTAKE YOU 
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ANY YEAR 
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af mayee THINK 
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Pearls Before Swine 
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WELL. NN GUESS 
1S, 10 NEANG, 
WELCOME, 
STRANGERS! 
WE'RE DYING 
TO MEET NEW 
FRIENDS! 


ae 6 & as 


Non Sequitur 
2 BY NERS ARE FNLATEN 


EVEN THOUGH HE GOT 
RIP OF ACTUAL PRESS 
CONFERENCES AND JUST 
STANDS IN FRONT OF A 
LOUD HELICOPTER $0 HE 
CAN PRETEND NOT TO 
HEAR OUR QUESTIONS. 


1 DONT UNDERSTAND 
YOU WERE 


DOPVILLE BOOKS.) WWW CANDORVLE COM 


Candorville 


YEAU, tSN’T ITE LOLE 
UMEAN, LWAS ROLLNG ON 
THE FLOOR LAUGHING 

AND BOOMS 


Carpe Diem 


THE PENTAGON WANTS 

TO KNOW HOW THE 
ARMY HAS TREATED 
YOU E 


CHECK EITHER 
COLUMN 1: GOOP, 
OR 2: NOTSO GOOD 


Beetle Bailey 


We're training, for parenthood 
with a new alarm clock app. 
Ite loud and ghrill, goes of f 

at random times, and only 


a & | 


RED A MORT 
a ec 


WEN, PESSINISTS 
2 | OUTLNE oPTINETS 


SOLEY KOSAETALI NET 


NO, | MEAN | DON'T 


UNDERSTAND WHY YOU 


KEPT REVVING THAT 
MOTORCYCLE EVERY 
TIME HE ANSWERED, 


SHOLILON‘T THERE BEA 
COLUMN 3: 6) HFANGPLPP 
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ACROSS DOWN 
1 Thin nails 1 Yogi's little pal 
6 Belted area 2 County fair prize 
11 Wind tightly, 3 Priestly 
as a hose garment 


12 Hitching posts? 
14 Infielder’s gaffe 
15 Roma’s land 
16 Recede 


4 As called for 

5 Asparagus unit 
6 Anticipate 

7 Utah ski resort 


171945 conference —_g “Give — rest!” 

site ; 9 Deli meat 
19— Dhabi 10 Clan-related 
20 Castle 


11 Drivers with 
22 Game official 


handles 
23 Yemen neighbor 13 Place for 
24 Boom type sweaters? 
26 Original host of 18 Beirut’s land 
“This Old House” (Abbr.) 
28 Crew:too! 21 Newsstand 
30 MLB stat 


23 Sheep-ish? 
31 Luge cousin eee 


35 Salon sounds 
39 Out of control 
40 Scoundrel 


25 “East of Eden” 
brother 

27 Small ammo 

29 Carnegie Hall 
performance 

31 Washroom tub 

32 Alphas’ 
opposites 

33 Withdraw 

34 June honoree 

36 “Yeah, right!” 

37 President 
Carter's 
hometown 

38 Canonized figure 

41 Unpaid bills 

44 Actress Jessica 

45 Ark builder 

48 Airport 
screening org. 

50 — -ray Disc 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


42 First lady of scat 
43 Stitch 


44 Obama's veep 
46 Chou En- — 
47 “Understood” 
49 Thread holder 
51 Mal de mer 
52 Natural gift 

53 Play for time 


54 Closes 
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Dental 902 


Cuvee a ay 


E DIREC TORY™ 


The Daily Guide to a the European Business Market 


a 


Transportation 


AMERICAN 
DOCTORS & STAFF 


SERVICES OFFERED 


family dentistry 
fey-valefelelalee}| aiena lice 
root canals 

wisdom teeth surgery 


implant surgery 
fol Tad ite oladarele(olahi (or 
nitrous oxide 


Ramstein Dental Care 
(06371 406230 

Poststrasse 1, 66877 Ramstein 
Ramsteindental.corn 


Wiesbaden Dental Care 

06119 887 2650 

Bahnstrasse 14, 65205 Wiesbaden 
Wiesbadendental.corn 


' tte 


Certified American 
Dental Hygienists 
TRICARE Peferred Provider ne Facebook 


ORS 


VEHICLE 
SHIPPING SERVICES 


International Shipping 
Import & Export 
Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) 


Door to door pick-up/delivery service 


GERMANY 
+49-(0)6134-2592730 
0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 
info@transglobal-logistics.de 
www.transglobal-logistics.de 


Transportation 944 


Ship Cars and Containers to and from the USA 


Woe CWT SPLEEN AC aC 


OPENING HOURS: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon - Fri 


Fora free rate request, please email: 
Visit our Website: 


ih & STARS 


UNITED KINGDOM 
+44-(0)1638-515714 


enquiries@carshipuk.co.uk 
www.carshipuk.co.uk 


Customs clearance 
All Risk Marine Insurance 
Auto Insurance (Germany only) 


USA 

+1-972-602-1670 Ext. 1701 
+1-800-264-8167 (US only) 
info@tgal.us 

wwwtgal.us 


Transportation 944 


We can help 


(amin 


We move your world 


‘Contact: Mr. Heiko Twachtmann 
htwachtmann@neukirch.de 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video anes 
celebrity antics.. 


Get entertained with... 


STARSGH/STRIPES. 


Never miss a Stars and Stripes. 


We report on issues that affect you the most, 


covering military news from 


Capitol Hill to Europe, Pacific, the 


Middle East and the Pentagon. 


No one covers the bases the way we do. 


Wherever you need us, however you read us: 


Stars and Stripes is always for you. 


STARS 


STRIPES. 


In print + Online at stripes.com « Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
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We go where you go! 


Wherever you go, the Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service goes with you. The Exchange operates 4,000 
facilities, including department and convenience stores, 
restaurants, malls, movie theaters, gas stations and 
other retail businesses on military installations in 

50 states, 4 U.S. territories and 34 countries. 
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holders selling personal merchandise. 
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BMW XS. for sale $13,600.00 - 
BMW ‘Xs Diesel” Am.Specs, 
405,000 mi. Alf options, includ 
ing "ventilated seats with mas- 
sage, window curtains "and 
more. Accident free, one owner, 
dealer mainiaines, ‘aarage. car 
Mint condition in/out, Must sell 
Tel celkoveozeaza5a 
home:067815087710 
Email: gorshev@hotmail.com 
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2018 Audi Q3 (American spec) 
= $29,500.00 - 200 HP turbo 
chargéd unleaded engine Auto- 
matic Z year7e0,000 mile ware 
ranty. S-line/Premium Plus edi- 
tion’ Premium Bose sound sys- 
tem with ‘subwoofer Power 
moon foo! Recently serviced by 
Audicpassed all “checks U 

SALES TAX PAID 35,000 miles 
Email: glorydog2001 @gmail.co 
m 


PacificClassifieds@stri 
KOREA DSN: 721-7 


condition, 55.5" Hx 36 WX 16" 
B."Gne long drawer, raised top 
shelf, ‘shelves ‘below, mounted 
on 2'broad trestle fect. Reason- 
able offers OK ‘Buyor picks up 
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$49°6571-9522421 
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POOL TABLE FOR SELL 
$600.00 - "POOL TABLE FOR 


SELL WILL NOT FIT IN APPT 
Email: smock/777@gmail.com 


es.com 


Mahogany Sheraton | Revival 
hair rom, Uk) "= $123.00 
Sheraton revival painted’ ma- 
Rogany salon chair. Shield sha- 
ped back, pierced’ back’ splat 
Stuff over’ seat, square tapere 
iegs. Circa 1900." Condilion: 
excellent, Buyer picks up, PCS 
Sale. Cali: +49-6571-9522421 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


He's looking for him - 61 year 
old gay widower who lost his 
husband to cancer 8 years ago 
is looking for friendship with 
military ‘service. member or 
retiree.My husband was a US 


‘d | Army vet.we were together 36 


years so’ 'm familiar with the 
military &1D_card_holder.Email 
schwarzerandy @yahoo.com 
Call: 015112007479 
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for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 


In print « Online at stripes.com 


Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
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Relocation Guide 


To advertise in the next Relocation Guide, reach out to Michael Davidson at davidson.michael@stripes.com or call 202-886-0014. 


RELOCATING TO 


HAMPTON ROADS, VA 


Er Realty Services for Those Who Serve! 


Purchases, Sales, Rentals, Prop Mgmt 


ERIC GARDNER carrusiaer 
‘ASSOC. BROKER, REALTOR’, CRS, GR, ABR 


EricGardner@remaxnet 
S www.FlyNavyHomes.com 


RE/MAX alliance 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, 
and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


You'll get one — just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage 
| In print « Online at stripes.com « Mobile for Android, iPhone e& iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSaigSTRIPES. 


However you read us, wherever you need us. 


STARS STRIPES. 


Mobile * Online * Print 
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STARS wa STRIPES. 
Unlimited 
Digital ACCeSS _ onemontn 


INTROOFFER! 


FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 


When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 


Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
jelareycefe]¢=le)a\var-lalemanle)e-mm =a) (o)Vaelalliaalixave| 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
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Stars and Stripes content features 


Access to Stars and Stripes mobile apps 
Exclusive reports on military matters 
(@fo)V/-\¢-\e(-wejir-\|manlilit=lava e)e- tae a=) 
Special features on current issues 
AV(=1(=) = lalomne) (ers) 

Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 
Archive Photo of the Day 

Unbiased, First Amendment protected 


reporting from U.S. military bases around stripes.com/subscribe 
the world. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most hk 
up-to-date TV schedules. 


myafn.net 


Wednesday’s Transactions 


BASEBALL 
National League 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Fired presi- 

dent Frank Coonelly. 
BASKETBALL 
National Basketball Association _ 

NBA — Fined LA Clippers G Patrick 
Beverley $25,000 for throwing the game 
ball into the stands. 

ATLANTA HAWKS — Claimed G Tyrone 
wallace off waivers. 

NEW YOK KNICKS — Signed F Ivan 
Rabb to a two-way contract. 

FOOTBALL 
National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Released CB 
Trevor Williams. Signed RBs Alfred Mor- 
ris and Zach Zenner. 

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Signed LB De- 
mone Harris to the practice squad. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Placed DB 
Natrell Jamerson on IR. Waived OT Caleb 
Benenoch. Signed WR DeAndrew White. 
Signed WR Braxton Miller to the practice 
squad. 

DETROIT LIONS — Placed RB Kerryon 
Johnson on IR. Signed RB Paul Perkins, 

HOUSTON TEXANS — Placed CB Phillip 
Gaines on IR, Released TE Logan Paulsen. 
Signed GTE Jerell Adams to the practice 
squad, 7 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Signed LB 
Donald Payne. Signed LB Sutton Smith to 
the practice squad. 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Released WR 
Be’Anthony Thomas. Signed QB Kyle 
Shurmur from the practice squad and DT 
Braxton Hoyett to the practice squad. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Placed G 
Forrest Lamp on IR, Released OT Tyree 
St. Louis. Signed DT Sylvester Williams. 
Signed WR Jalen Guyton to the practice 
squad. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Released 
DB Jordan Richards and TE Eric Tomlin- 
son. Signed DB Justin Bethel. Signed OL 
Aaron Monteiro to the practice squad. 
Placed WR Josh Gordon on injured re- 
serve. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Signed DE Kasim 
Edebali. Signed OL Kyle Kalis to the prac- 
tice squad. 

AN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Released LS 
Garrison Sanborn. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed 
DL Jeremiah Ledbetter to the practice 
squad. 

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed LB Der- 
ick Roberson to the practice squad. 

HOCKEY 
National Hockey League 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Traded F 
Aleksi Saarela to Florida for D lan Mc- 
Coshen. Placed D Connor Murphy on 
long-term injured reserve. 

DETROIT RED WINGS — Assigned 
D Jonathan Ericsson to Grand Rapids 
(AHL). Recalled D Alex Biega from Grand 
Rapids. 

HILADELPHIA FLYERS — Reassigned 
F Matthew Strome from Lehigh Valley 
(AHL) to Reading (ECHL). 
‘SOCCER 
Major League Soccer 

NEW YORK RED BULLS — Announced 

the retirement of D Connor Lade. 


AP sportligh 


Oct. 25 

1947 — In front of a capacity crowd of 
35,000 at Columbia’s Baker Field in New 
York, the Lions end Army's 32-game un- 
beaten streak in a 21-20 upset. An inter- 
ception in Army's final drive seals the 
win, the first over an Army team that had 
not surrendered a point all season until 
the loss to Columbia. 

1964 — Cotton Davidson of the Oak- 
land Raiders passes for 427 yards and 
five touchdowns in a 40-7 rout of the 
Denver Broncos. 

1980 — Mike Weaver knocks out Ger- 
rie Coetzee in the 13th round to retain 
the WBA heavyweight title in Sun City, 
Bophuthatswana. 

1981 — Brian Sipe of the Cleveland 
Browns passes for 444 yards and four 
touchdowns in a 42-28 victory over the 
Baltimore Colts. 

1990 — Evander Holyfield knocks out 
Buster Douglas in Las Vegas to become 
the undisputed heavyweight champion. 

1998 — Jerry Rice sets an NFL record 
for receptions in consecutive games 
with his 12-yard catch from Steve Young 
on San Francisco's first offensive play. 
Rice has caught passes in 184 straight 
games, breaking the mark set by Art 
Monk from 1980-95. 

1998 — Denver's Jason Elam kicks a 
63-yard field goal, tying Tom Dempsey's 
28-year-old NFL ‘record. Elam's. kick, 
which came at the end of the first half, 
matches the record Dempsey set for the 
New Orleans Saints against Detroit on 
Nov. 8, 1970. 


College football Pro football 


Schedule 
Friday, Oct. 25 
i Past 


Columbia (2-3) at Dartmouth (5-0) 
FAR WEST 
Southern Cal (4-3) at Colorado (3-4) 
Saturday, Oct. 26 
EAST 
San Jose St. (3-4) at Army (3-4) 
LIU (0-6) at CCSU (6-1) 
Miami (3-4) at Pittsburgh (5-2) 
Bryant (2-6) at Robert Morris (3-4) 
Liberty (5-2) at Rutgers (1-6) 
Sacred Heart (3-4) at St. Francis (Pa.) 
(43) 
Georgetown (5-2) at Lehigh (3-3) 
Richmond (3-4) at Delaware (4-3) 
Wagner (1-6) at Duquesne (4-2) 
Colgate (1-7) at Holy Cross (3-4) 
William & Mary (2-5) at Maine (2-5) 
Presbyterian (0-7) at Merrimack (3-4) 
Harvard (4-1) at Princeton (5-0) 
Elon (3-4) at Rhode Island (1-6) 
Penn (2-3) at Yale (4-1) 
Brown (1-4) at Cornell (1-4) 
Florida A&M (5-1) at Morgan St. (1-6) 
Cent. Michigan (5-3) at Buffalo (3-4) 
Bucknell (1-6) at Lafayette (0-7) 
Tulane (5-2) at Navy (5-1) 
UConn (1-6) at UMass (1-6) 
Stony Brook (4-3) at Villanova (6-1) 
UCF (5-2) at Temple (5-2) 
SOUTH 
Appalachian St. (6-0) at South Ala- 
bama (1-6) 
Marist (1-5) at Davidson (5-2) 
Howard (1-6) at NC A&T (4-1) 
ETSU (2-5) at Samford (3-4) 
Campbell (5-1) at Gardner-Webb (3-4) 
Chattanooga (4-3) at Wofford (4-2) 
Va. Lynchburg (0-6) at Hampton (3-4) 
Delaware St. (1-6) at NC Central (2-5) 
Mercer (3-4) at The Citadel (4-4) 
W. Kentucky (5-2) at Marshall (4-3) 
Austin Peay (4-3) at Tenn. Tech (4-3) 
Southern U. (4-3) at Alcorn St. (5-2) 
New Mexico St. (0-7) at Georgia South- 
ern (3-3) 
N. Alabama (2-5) at Kennesaw St. (6-1) 
Texas Southern (0-6) at MVSU (1-6) 
Alabama A&M (4-3) vs. Alabama St. (3- 
3) at Birmingham, Ala. 
North Texas (3-4) at Charlotte (2-5) 
Syracuse (3-4) at Florida St. (3-4) 
Towson (4-3) at James Madison (7-1) 
Auburn (6-1) at LSU (7-0) 
Virginia (5-2) at Louisville (4-3) 
FIU (4-3) at Middle Tennessee (2-5) 
FAU (4-3) at Old Dominion (1-6) 
Furman (4-3) at W. Carolina (1-6) 
S. Florida (3-4) at East Carolina (3-4) 
Sc State (4-2) at Bethune-Cookman 
(6-1) 
Murray St. (4-4) at Jacksonville St. (5-3) 
Abilene Christian (4-4) at Nicholls (4-3) 
Duke (4-3) at North Carolina (3-4) 


Pro soccer 


MLS playoff glance 
First Round 
Saturday, Oct. 19 
Eastern Conference 
Atlanta 1, New England 0 
Toronto 5, D.C. 1, 
Western Conference 
Seattle 4, Dallas 3 
Salt Lake 2, Portland 1 
Sunday, Oct. 20 
Eastern Conference 
Philadelphia 4, NY Red Bulls 3, ET 
festern Conference 
LA Galaxy 2, Minnesota 1 
Conference Semifinals 
Eastern Conference 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 
Toronto 2, New York City FC 1 
Thursday, Oct. 24 
Philadelphia. at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m. 
festern Conference 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 
Seattle 2, Salt Lake 0 
Thursday, Oct. 24 
LA Galaxy at Los Angeles FC 
Conference Championships 
Tuesday, Oct. 29 
Seattle at Los Angeles FC or LA Galaxy 
at Seattle 
Wednesday, Oct. 30 
Toronto at Philadelphia/Atlanta 
MLS Cup 
Sunday, Nov. 10 
_ Eastern champion vs. Western cham- 
pion at higher-seeded team 


Tuesday 
Toronto FC 2, NYC FC 1 
Toronto FC 0 2-2 
New York City FC 0 1-1 


Second half—1, Toronto FC, Pozuelo, 
13, 47th minute; 2, New York City FC, Ta- 
jouri, 6 (Moralez), 69th; 3, Toronto FC, Po- 
zuelo, 14 (penalty kick), 90th. 

Goalies—Toronto FC, Quentin West- 
berg, Alex Bono; New York City FC, Sean 
Johnson, Brad Stuver. 

Yellow Cards—Ciman, Toronto FC, 
21st; Mitrita, New York City FC, 30th; 
Bradley, Toronto FC, 77th. 


Sounders 2, Salt Lake 0 


Real Salt Lake 0 0-0 
Seattle 0 2-2 

Second half—1, Seattle, Svensson, 1 
(Lodeiro), 64th minute; 2, Seattle, Lo- 
deiro, 8 (Ruidiaz), 81st. 

Goalies—Real Salt Lake, Nick Riman- 
do, Andrew Putna; Seattle, Stefan Frei, 
Bryan Meredith. 

‘Yellow Cards—Onuoha, Real Salt Lake, 
28th; Lodeiro, Seattle, 82nd. 

Red Cards—Luiz, Real Salt Lake, 83rd. 


South Carolina (3-4) at Tennessee (2-5) 
Monmouth (NJ) (5-2) at Charleston 
Southern (2-5) 
Arkansas (2-5) at Alabama (7-0) 
Troy (3-3) at Georgia St. (5-2) 
Boston College (4-3) at Clemson (7-0) 
Missouri (5-2) at Kentucky (3-4) 
MIDWEST 
San Diego (4-2) at Dayton (4-2) 
Oklahoma (7-0) at Kansas St. (4-2) 
lowa (5-2) at Northwestern (1-5) 
Wisconsin (6-1) at Ohio St. (7-0) 
Ilinois (3-4) at Purdue (2-5) 
cg Bowling Green (2-5) at W. Michigan 
Jacksonville (2-5) at Butler (1-6) 
Montana St. (5-2) at North Dakota (4-3) 
Stetson (5-1) at Valparaiso (0-7) 
Ohio (3-4) at Ball St. (4-3) 
Morehead St. (4-3) at Drake (3-2) 
UT Martin (5-2) at SE Missouri (4-3) 
W. Illinois (0-7) at Youngstown St. (4-3) 
E. Kentucky (4:3) at E. Illinois (0-8) 
Indiana St. (3-4) at Illinois St, (5-2) 
N. lowa (4-3) at Missouri St. (1-5) 
N. Dakota St. (7-0) at S. Dakota St. (5-1) 
Oklahoma St. (4-3) at iowa St. (5-2) 
Miami (Ohio) (3-4) at Kent St. (3-4) 
Penn St. (7-0) at Michigan St. (4-3) 
Maryland (3-4) at Minnesota (7-0) 
Akron (0-7) at N. Illinois (2-5) 
Indiana (5-2) at Nebraska (4-3) 
E. Michigan (4-3) at Toledo (4-3) 
S. Illinois (3-4) at South Dakota (3-4) 
Texas Tech (3-4) at Kansas (2-5) 
Notre Dame (5-1) at Michigan (5-2) 
SOUTHWEST 
Mississippi St. (3-4) at Texas A&M (4-3) 
Southern Miss. (4-3) at Rice (0-7) 
cg Sfambling St.(@-4) at Ark-Pine Bluff 
(aE Louisiana (3-3) at Houston Baptist 
Texas (5-2) at TCU (3-3) 
MeNeese St. (4-4) at Stephen F. Austin 
(6) 
Northwestern St. (0-7) at Incarnate 
Word (5-2) 
Texas St. (2-4) at Arkansas St. (3-4) 
Sam Houston St. (5-3) at Cent. Arkan- 
sas (5-2) 
Memphis (6-1) at Tulsa (2-5) 
Louisiana Tech (6-1) at UTEP (1-5) 
FAR WEST 
Nevada (4-3) at Wyoming (5-2) 
E. Washinaton (3-4) at Montana (5-2) 
Arizona (4-3) at Stanford (3-4) 
Hawaii (4-3) at New Mexico (2-5) 
Idaho St. (3-4) at S. Utah (1-7) 
Portland St. (5-3) at N. Arizona (3-4) 
Weber St. (5-2) at UC Davis (4-4) 
Colorado St, (2-5) at Fresno St. (3-3) 
Arizona St. (5-2) at UCLA (2-5) 
Sacramento St. (5-2) at Cal Poly (2-5) 
California (4-3) at Utah (6-1) 
Utah St. (4-2) at Air Force (5-2) 
Washington St, (4-3) at Oregon (6-1) 
San Diego St. (6-1) at UNLV (2-5) 


nnis 


Swiss Open Results 


Wednesday 
At St. Jakobshalle 
Basel, Switzerland 
Purse: $2,082,655 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
(seedings in parentheses): 
Men's Singles 
Round Of 32 

Ricardas_Berankis, Lithuania, 
Pablo Andujar, Spain, 6-1, 6-1. 

Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, def. Laslo 
Djere, Serbia, 6-1, 6-4. 

David Goffin (6), Belgium, def. Marin 
Cilic, Croatia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Stan Wawrinka (7), Switzerland, def. 
Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, 6-3, 6-4. 

Frances Tiafoe, United States, def. 
Daniel Evans, Britain, 6-4, 6-2. 

Men's Singles 
Round Of 16 

Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. 
Radu Albot, Moldova, 6-0, 6-3. 

Alex de Minaur, Australia, def. Taylor 
Fritz, United States, 6-3, 6-3. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. 
Henri Laaksonen, Switzerland, 6-3, 6-4. 

Men's Doubles 
Round Of 16 

Fabrice Martin and Jeremy Chardy, 
France, def. Kevin Krawietz and Andreas 
Mies (3), Germany, 7-6 (2), 6-4. 

Marcel Granollers, Spain, and Hora- 
cio Zeballos (1), Argentina, def. Richard 
Gasquet and Edouard Roger-Vasselin, 
France, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 


def. 


Vienna Open 


Wednesday 
iener Stadthalle 
Vienna, Austria 
Purse: $2,296,490 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
Men's Singles 
Round Of 32 
Pablo Carreno Busta, Spain, def. Denis 
Shapovalov, Canada, 6-3, 7-5. 
Sam Querrey, United States, def. Adri- 
an Mannarino, France, 6-3, 6-4. 
Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, def. 
Borna Coric (8), Croatia, 6-4, 6-4. 
Andrey Rubley, Russia, def, Alexander 
Bublik, Kazakhstan, 6-1, 6-7 (3), 7-6 (6). 
Gael Monfils (4), France, def. Dennis 
Novak, Austria, 2-6, 7-5, 6-3. 
Men's Singles 
Round Of 16 
Matteo Berrettini (3), Italy, def. Grigor 
Dimitrov, Bulgaria, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (1). 
Karen'Khachanov (2), Russia, def. Mar- 
ton Fucsovics, Hungary, 6-3, 4-6, 4-1, ret. 


At 


NFL injury report 

NEW YORK — The National Football 
League injury report, as provided by the 
league (OUT - definitely will not play: 
DNP - did not practice; LIMITED - limite 
Participation in practice; FULL - full par- 
icipation in practic 

Thursday's game 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS at MINNE- 
SOTA VIKINGS — REDSKINS: OUT: TE 
Vernon Davis (concussion), S Deshazor 
Everett (ankle), LB Josh Harvey-Clemons 
(hamstring), G Wes Martin (chest), RB 
Chris Thompson (toe). QUESTIONABLE: S 
Montae Nicholson (ankle), CB Josh Nor- 
man (thigh/hand), RB Adrian Peterson 
(ankle), WR Steven Sims (toe). VIKINGS: 
OUT: WR Adam _ Thielen (hamstring). 
QUESTIONABLE: DT Jalyn Holmes (ill- 
ness). 


Sunday's games 

ARIZONA CARDINALS at NEW OR- 
LEANS SAINTS — CARDINALS: Practice 
not complete. SAINTS: DNP: TE Jared 
Cook (ankle), § J.T. Gray (ankle), RB Alvin 
Kamara (ankie/knee), CB Patrick Rob- 
inson (hamstring), WR Tre'Quan Smith 
(ankle). LIMITED: CB Eli Apple (knee), QB 
Drew Brees (right thumb). FULL: DE Trey 
Hendrickson (neck). 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS at TENNES- 
‘SEE TITANS — BUCCANEERS: DNP: G Alex 
Cappa (forearm), LB Jack Cichy (elbow). 
LIMITED: T Demar Dotson’ (hamstring), 
TE OJ. Howard (hamstring). FULL: WR 
Breshad Perriman (hamstring). TITANS: 
DNP: WR Corey Davis (illness), CB Ado- 
ree’ Jackson (foot), CB Chris Milton (calf), 
TE Delanie Walker (ankle). LIMITED: LB 
Jayon Brown (groin), DT Jurrell Casey 
(shoulder), T Jack Conklin (quadricep), 
G Nate Davis (rib), LB Rashaan Evans 
(shoulder), LB Sharif Finch (shoulder), 
LB Wesley Woodyard (ankle). 

NEW YORK GIANTS at DETROIT LIONS 
— GIANTS: DNP: CB ‘Corey Ballentine 
(concussion). LIMITED: RB. Saquon Bar- 
kley (ankle), WR Sterling Shepard (con- 
cussion-non-contact). FULL: LB Lorenzo 
Carter (ankle), WR Cody Latimer (quad). 
LIONS: DNP: FB Nick Bawden (foot), DT 
Mike Daniels (foot), CB Darius Slay (ham- 
string). LIMITED: CB Amani Oruwariye 
(knee). FULL: DL Da’Shawn Hand (elbow), 
DT Damon Harrison Sr. (groin), QB Mat: 
thew Stafford (hip). 

CINCINNATI BENGALS at LOS ANGELES 
RAMS — BENGALS: DNP: CB Darqueze 
Dennard (hamstring), TE Tyler Eifert 
(not injury related), CB Dre Kirkpatrick 
(knee), DE Carl Lawson (hamstring). 
LIMITED: DE Carlos Dunlap (knee), WR 
AJ. Green (ankle), G John Miller (groin), 
T Andre Smith (ankle), FULL: DE Andrew 
Brown (ankle), T Cordy Glenn (concus- 
sion), CB William Jackson (shoulder), CB 
Torry’ McTyer (shoulder). RAMS: DNP: RB 
Malcolm Brown (ankle), LB Bryce Hager 
(shoulder), CB Troy Hill (hamstring), LB 
Clay Matthews (jaw), T Andrew Whit- 
worth (not injury related). 

DENVER BRONCOS at INDIANAPOLIS 
COLTS — BRONCOS: Practice not com- 
plete. COLTS: DNP: DT Carl Davis (ham- 
string), CB Pierre Desir (hamstring), WR 
TY, Hilton (not injury related), S Rolan 
Milligan (not injury related), BT Grover 
Stewart (elbow). LIMITED: 'WR Parris 
Campbell (abdomen), S Clayton Geath- 
ers (not injury related), DT Tyquan Lewis 
(ankle), CB Kenny Moore (knee). FULL: $ 
Malik’ Hooker (knee), DE Jabaal Sheard 

foot). 

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES at BUFFALO 
BILLS — EAGLES: DNP: LB Nigel Brad- 
ham (ankle/ilIness), WR DeSean Jackson 
(abdomen), DT Timmy Jernigan (foot), T 
Lane Johnson (illness), CB Avonte Mad- 
dox (concussion/neck), T Jason Peters 
(knee), RB Darren Sproles (quadricep). 
BILLS: 'DNP: LB Lorenzo Alexander (not 
injury related-resting veteran), WR John 


Zozo Championship 


Thursday 
At soon Golf Narashino CC 


n 
Yardage: 7,041; Par: 70 (34-36) 
First Round 
Tiger Woods 29-35-64 -6 
Gary Woodland 30-34-64 -6 
Hideki Matsuyama 31-34-65 -5 
Daniel Berger 31-36-67 3 
Sung Kang 31-36-67 -3 
Ryan Palmer 33-34-67 3 
Andrew Putnam 34-34-68 -2 
Ryo Ishikawa 33-35-68 -2 
C.T. Pan 31-37-68 -2 
Billy Horschel 33-35-68 -2 
Joaquin Niemann 33-35-68 -2 
Xander Schauffele 31-37-68 -2 
Rikuya Hoshino 32-36-68 -2 
Paul Casey 34-35-69 -1 
Matthew Wolff 33-36-69 -1 
Corey Conners 32-37-69 -1 
Bubba Watson 34-35-69 -1 
Satoshi Kodaira 32-37-69 -1 
Emiliano Grillo 34-35-69 -1 
Keegan Bradley 35-34-69 -1 
Keith Mitchell 32-37-69 -1 
Kevin Tway 34-35-69 -1 
Louis Oosthuizen 33-36-69 -1 
‘Adam Schenk 36-33-69 -1 
Tomoharu Otsuki 33-37-70 E 
Charles Howell III 34-36-70 
Sergio Garcia 35-35-70 E 
Danny Lee 33-37-70 E 
Vaughn Taylor 33-37-70 E 
Byeong Hun An 35-35-70 E 
Justin Thomas 33-37-70 E 
4.T. Poston 33-37-70 E 


Brown (not injury related-resting vet- 
eran), S Kurt Coleman (hamstring), RB 
Patrick DiMarco (ankle), T Ty Nsekhe 
(not injury related-resting veteran), G 
Quinton Spain (foot). LIMITED: CB Kevin 
Johnson (neck), LB Matt Milano (ham- 
string), LB Corey Thompson (ankle), WR 
Duke Williams (shoulder). 

NEW YORK JETS at JACKSONVILLE 
JAGUARS — JETS: DNP: T Kelvin Beachum 
(ankle), RB Trenton Cannon (foot/ankle), 
QB Sam Darnold (toe), C Ryan Kalil (el 
Bow/shoulder), LB Albert McClellan (con- 
cussion), LB C.J. Mosley (groin), G Kelechi 
Osemele (shoulder). LIMITED: DE Henry 
Anderson (shoulder), WR Braxton Berri- 
os (hamstring), TE Christopher Herndon 
(hamstring), LB Neville Hewitt (neck/ 
knee), DT Steve McLendon (hamstring), 
WR Demaryius Thomas (hamstring), G 
Brian Winters (shoulder/knee). FULL: 
WR Josh Bellamy (shoulder), LB Blake 
Cashman (knee/Achilles), LB Brandon 
Copeland (thumb), G Alex Lewis (neck). 
JAGUARS: DNP: CB A.J. Bouye (not injury 
related), DE Calais Campbell (not injury 
related), DE Marcell Dareus (core muscle 
injury), LB Najee Goode (toe), LB Leon Ja- 
cobs (hamstring), C Brandon Linder (not 
injury related), T Cam Robinson (toe), 
WR Dede Westbrook (neck/shoulder), LB 
Quincy Williams (hamstring). LIMITED: 
WR Marqise Lee (ankle), G Andrew Nor- 
well (ankle). 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS at ATLANTA FAL- 
CONS — SEAHAWKS: Practice not com- 
plete. FALCONS: DNP: DT Grady Jarrett 
(abdomen), QB Matt Ryan (ankle), RB Ito 
Smith (concussion/neck), CB Desmond 
Trufant (toe). LIMITED: G James Carpen- 
ter (knee). 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS at CHICAGO 
BEARS — CHARGERS: Practice not com- 
plete. BEARS: DNP: CB Sherrick McManis 
(concussion). 

CAROLINA PANTHERS at SAN FRAN- 
CISCO 49ERS — PANTHERS: DNP: LB Brian 
Burns (wrist), G Dennis Daley (groin), T 
Greg Little (concussion), LB Christian 
Miller (ankle), QB Cam Newton (foot). 
LIMITED: DT Gerald McCoy (knee), LB 
Shaq Thompson (ankle). FULL: LB 'Ma- 
rio Addison (knee), CB Donte Jackson 
(groin), C Tyler Larsen (back), TE Grea 
Olsen (finger), S Eric Reid (ankle), G Trai 
Turner (ankle). a9ERS: Practice not com- 
plete. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS at HOUSTON TEX- 
ANS — RAIDERS: Practice not complete. 
TEXANS: DNP: WR Will Fuller (ham- 
string), T Tytus Howard (knee), C Greg 
Manez (concussion). LIMITED: LB Dylan 
Cole (hamstring/knee), S Tashaun Gip- 
son (back/hamstring/wrist), T Roderick 
Johnson (neck), RB Taiwan Jones (hip), 
CB Johnathan Joseph (hamstring/neck), 
CB Bradley Roby (hamstring), LS Jona* 
than Weeks (ankle). FULL: S A.J. Moore 
(knee), S Justin Reid (shoulder), WR Ken- 
ny Stills (ankle/hamstring). 

CLEVELAND BROWNS at NEW ENGLAND 
PATRIOTS — BROWNS: DNP: S Damarious 
Randall (hamstring). LIMITED: OT Kendall 
Lamm (knee). FULL: WR Odell Beckham 
(groin), DT Daniel Ekuale (concussion), 

B Baker Mayfield (hip), CB Denzel Ward 
chamstring), CB Greedy Williams (ham- 
string). PATRIOTS: DNP: WR Josh Gordon 
(knee/ankle), TE Ryan Izzo (concussion), 
TE Matt LaCosse (knee), G Shaq Ma: 
son (ankle). LIMITED: RB Rex Burkhead 
(foot), S Patrick Chung (heel/chest), WR 
Phillip Dorsett (hamstring), WR Julian 
Edelman (chest), WR Gunner Olszewski 
(ankle/hamstring). 

GREEN BAY PACKERS at KANSAS CITY 
CHIEFS — PACKERS: Practice not com- 
plete. CHIEFS: Practice not complete. 


BMW Ladies Championship 
Thursday 
At LPGA International Busan 
Busan, South Korea 


Purse: $2 million 
Yardage: 6,726; Par: 72 (36-36) 
a st Round 
Minjee Lee 33-33-66 -6 
Danielle Kang 34-33-67 5 
Jin Young Ko 35-32-67 5 
Jeongeun Lee6 34-33-67 5 
Seung Yeon Lee 35-32-67 5 
Sei Young Kim 35-33-68 -4 
Suh 35-33-68 -4 
Somi Lee 35-33-68 -4 
HeeJeong Lim 34-34-68 -4 
Yu Liu 33-35-68 -4 
Shanshan Feng 34-34-68 -4 
Hee Won Na 33-35-68 -4 
Ha Na Jang 35-34-69 -3 
Amy Yang 36-33-69 3 
Marina Alex 33-36-69 3 
Jung Min Lee 34-35-69 3 
Nelly Korda 35-34-69 -3 
So Yeon Ryu 34-35-69 3 
In-Kyung Kim 33-36-69 3 
Min Suns Kim 35-34-69 3 
Lydia Ko 36-33-69 3 
Hye-Jin Choi 33-37-70 2 
Hyun Kyung Park 36-34-70 -2 
Kristen Gillman 35-35-70 -2 
Ye Rim Choi 35-35-70 -2 
Azahara Munoz 37-33-70 -2 
Nanna Koerstz Madsen 37-33-70 2 
Mi Jung Hur 34-36-70 -2 
Bo Ah Kim 34-36-70 -2 
In Gee Chun 35-35-70 -2 
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The Winnipeg Jets’ Patrik Laine, right, carries the puck past Los Angeles Kings’ Jeff Carter, keft, and Matt Roy. Laine had 12 points through 
11 games for the Jets despite missing training camp. 


No camp, no problem for some 


By StePHEN WuyNno 
Associated Press 


Peter DeBoer should have 
known better. 

He heard the stories of how 
Patrick Marleau and longtime 
Sharks teammate Joe Thornton 
trained in the offseason well be- 
fore he got to San Jose. Still, he 
was amazed at how the 40-year- 
old Marleau jumped back on to 
the ice after no training camp and 
scored twice in his first game. 

“I know what an athlete he is 
and how great of shape he keeps 
himself in,” DeBoer said. “It still 
is an amazing feat.” 

Marleau is one of a handful of 
NHL players who missed camp 
and exhibition games but haven’t 
missed a beat early in the sea- 
son. Winnipeg’s Patrik Laine, 
Tampa Bay’s Brayden Point and 
Colorado’s Mikko Rantanen were 
restricted free agents who didn’t 
sign until late September and 
they are also off to hot starts. 

Laine has 12 points in 11 
games for the Jets, and Point was 
a point-a-game guy in his first 
five games this season with the 
Lightning. Rantanen was tied 
with Avalanche linemate Nathan 
MacKinnon for the team lead 
with 12 points in nine games, a 
big reason Colorado won seven of 
its first nine. Rantanen left Mon- 
day’s game against St. Louis with 
a lower-body injury. 

Rantanen practiced withateam 
in his native Finland in the weeks 
before signing a $55.5 million, 
six-year contract with Colorado. 
That intensity of training gave 
coach Jared Bednar confidence 
to hand Rantanen big minutes 
right away. 


Scott Kane/AP 


The Colorado Avalanche’s Mikko Rantanen, right, defends against 
the St. Louis Blues’ Oskar Sundqvist, left, and teammate Robert 
Bortuzzo. Rantanen missed Colorado’s training camp but had 12 
points in his team’s first nine games. 


“(Getting) a couple weeks with 
a team and skating and do prac- 
tices drills and 5-on-5 drills, I 
think that kept him sharp and he 
was able to come back in and pick 
up right where he left off,’ Bed- 
nar said. 

Laine followed a similar path, 
skating with a Swiss team to 
stay in shape before negotiations 
culminated with a $13.5 million, 
two-year contract. The Finn has 
nine assists to go along with three 
goals as he rounds out his offen- 
sive game. 

Rantanen has five goals and 
seven assists and looked like his 
old self before the scary injury in 
St. Louis. 

Things clicked right away for 
Marleau, who after two seasons 


in Toronto returned to the place 
he played his first 19 years in the 
NHL. He had five points inhis 
first five games. 

“T’m focusing on trying to get 
up to speed and help my team- 
mates out, help my linemates out 
as much as possible,” Marleau 
said. “I got off to a good start, got 
a good couple wins. There’s stilla 
lot of room for improvement.” 

The Sharks needed a boost after 
a handful of injuries compounded 
the problem of rushing young 
players into big roles. Marleau 
isn’t in his prime, but he is a fa- 
miliar face and a skilled forward 
who knows DeBoer’s system. 

“Tt allowed you to plug a guy 
in in your top six that the players 
in your top six are happy to play 


with,” DeBoer said. “Good play- 
ers want to play with good play- 
ers, and good players want to play 
with guys that they know they can 
rely on and trust and understand 
where they’re supposed to be on 
the ice at what time of the game. 
It’s made a big difference.” 

Marleau still isn’t sure he’s 
in a regular-season rhythm yet, 
but it’s no accident he was able 
to make a difference right away. 
Despite not having a contract 
after being traded from Toronto 
to Carolina and bought out, Mar- 
leau skated at the Sharks’ practice 
facility and a rink in San Mateo, 
Calif., and worked with Sharks 
strength coach Mike Potenza in 
case a team came calling for his 
services. 

If Marleau plays in 77 games 
this season, he will pass Jaromir 
Jagr for the most in league 
history. 

Unlike Laine, Point and Ran- 
tanen, who were going to sign 
eventually, Marleau had no way 
of knowing if his career was 
over, making the strong start 
to his 22nd season all the more 
impressive. 

“It was a battle, for sure,” 
Marleau said. “I haven’t missed 
a training camp in I don’t know 
how long. It was uncharted terri- 
tory for myself, so I have to thank 
my family, my wife and kids for 
putting up with me. There’s a lot 
of highs and lows. Going through 
that, you’re just trying to focus on 
what I can control and one of the 
things I could do was work out 
and stay in shape and just men- 
tally try and be ready for when 
that call does come.” 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 
barra Division 


W = eL OT Pts GFGA 
Buffalo % 8 1 1 17 38 24 
Boston 9 6 1 2 14 26 20 
Toronto i 5 4 2 12 40 39 
Tampa Bay 9 5 3 1 ll 3229 
Florida 9 4 2 3 Il 30 33 
Montreal 9 4 3 2 10 34 30 
Detroit 10 3°97 0 6 23 38 
Ottawa 9 261 5 22 31 
Metropolitan Division 
Washington i 7 2 2 «16 41 34 
Carolina 9 6 3 0 12 3025 
Pittsburgh a 6 5 0 12 36 30 
NY. Islanders 8 5 3 0 10 21 20 
Columbus 9 4 3 2 10 22 29 
Philadelphia 7 33 1 7 21 21 
New Jersey 8 2 4 2 6 19 31 
N.Y. Rangers 7 24 1 5 19 25 
Western Conference 

Central Di 

GP ow 
Colorado 9. 7 1 «1 «15 36 24 
Nashville 5 5 3 1 ll 38 32 
St. Louis 9 4 2 3 Il 27 30 
Winnipeg 11 5 6 0 10 30 36 
Dallas un 37 1 1 BR 
Chicago 7 23 2 6 1922 
Minnesota 9 3 0 6 21 32 

Pacific Di 
Edmonton 10 7 2 1 «15 31 24 
Vegas ll 7 4 0 14 36 28 
Vancouver 9 6 3 0 12 3019 
Anaheim 10 6 4 0 12 24 22 
Arizona 8 5 2 1 lh 2415 
Calgary nu S51 a2 
Los Angeles 4 4 5 0 8 27 34 
San Jose 9 a8 4 24 32 


7 
Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Tuesday's games 
Arizona 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, OT 
Buffalo 4,’San Jose 3, OT 
Boston 4, Toronto 2 
Florida 4, Pittsburgh 2 
Vancouver 5, Detroit 2 
Los Angeles 3, Winnipeg 2 
Minnesota 3, Edmonton 0 
Nashville 6, Anaheim 1 
Vegas 2, Chicago 1, SO 
Washinaton 5, Calgary 3 
Wednesday's games 
Ottawa 5, Detroit 2 
Tampa Bay 3, Pittsburgh 2 
Thursday's games 
Buffalo at N.Y. Rangers 
San Jose at Montreal 
Carolina at Columbus 
Arizona at N.Y. Islanders 
Los Angeles at St. Louis 
Minnesota at Nashville 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
Anaheim at Dallas 
Washington at Edmonton 
Florida at Calgary 
Friday's games 
Colorado at Vegas 
San Jose at Toronto 
Arizona at New Jersey 
N.Y. Islanders at Ottawa 
Buffalo at Detroit 
Washington at Vancouver 
Saturday's games 
Chicago at Carolina 
Toronto at Montreal 
Nashville at Tampa Bay 
St. Louis at Boston 
Columbus at Philadelphia 
Los Angeles at Minnesota 
Pittsburgh at Dallas 
Anaheim at Colorado 
Calgary vs. Winnipeg at Regina, CAN, 
sk 
Sunday's games 
Florida at Edmonton 
St. Louis at Detroit 
Boston at N.Y. Rangers 
San Jose at Ottawa 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Islanders 
Los Angles at Chicago 
Anaheim at Vegas 
Monday's games 
Arizona at Buffalo 
Florida at Vancouver 


Calendar 


Oct. 26 — Tim Hortons NHL Heritage 
Classic, Calgary vs. Winnipeg, Regina, 
Saskatchewan. 

Nov. 18 — Hockey Hall of Fame induc- 
tion, Toronto. 

Jan, 1, 2020 — Winter Classic, Nash- 
ville at Dailas (Cotton Bowl). 

Jan. 26 — Ali-Star Game, St. Louis. 

April 4 — Regular season ends. 


Scoring leaders 


Through Wednesday 
GP G A PTS 

Connor McDavid, EDM 10 
John Carlson, WAS 11 
David Pastrnak, BOS 9 
Connor McDavid, EDM 10 
Leon Draisaitl, EDM 10 
Mark Stone, VEG 11 
Jack Eichel, BUF 10 
i 

11 

11 

. 

9 

11 

11 

11 


Huwaunauannunsuan 


Brad Marchand, BOS 

Sidney Crosby, PIT 

Alex Ovechkin, WAS 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 
Mikko Rantanen, COL 

Mark Scheifele, WPG 

Patrik Laine, WPG 

Mitchell Marner, TOR 

Ryan Ellis, NSH 9 
6 tied with 11 pts. 
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DODEA Europe Division | semifinals 


Stuttgart, Ramstein favored 


By Grecory Broome 
Stars and Stripes 


Saturday’s DODEA Europe 
Division I football semifinals fea- 
ture the same matchups as last 
year. But the results could be a lot 
different. 

In one semifinal, top-seeded 
and undefeated Stuttgart faces 
fourth-seeded Lakenheath. The 
Lancers, after years of steadily 
rising from the Division I cellar, 
knocked off the then-defending 
champion Panthers in a dramatic 
31-26 semifinal last year to final- 
ly reach the European champion- 
ship game. 

A Lancers win this weekend, 
however, would qualify as a his- 
toric upset. Stuttgart has steam- 
rolled through the division this 
fall, winning all five of its confer- 
ence games by multiple touch- 
downs, on a mission to claim its 
third European title in the past 
five seasons. Among those tri- 
umphs — a convincing 48-0 de- 
feat of the Lancers on Sept. 21. 

Lakenheath was resilient after 
that loss to the Panthers, its third 
straight to start the season. The 
Lancers took care of business 
against last-place Vilseck and 
held off a Wiesbaden challenge 
a week later to secure a playoff 
spot. A last-minute 29-27 loss to 
Kaiserslautern in its Oct. 19 reg- 
ular-season finale snapped that 
win streak but also proved the 
Lancers could still hang tough 


Curistoper Dennis/Stars and Stripes 


Running back Ayden Davila and fourth-seeded Lakeheath plays 
Stuttgart, whom the Lancers lost 48-0 this season, in a semifinal. 


with a playoff-caliber opponent. 

An upset in the other semifinal, 
however, would be both historic 
and cathartic. 

Kaiserslautern, after years of 
struggles against crosstown rival 
Ramstein, gets another chance 
at its local nemesis on Saturday. 
And this one might be their best 
chance in a very long time. 

Third seed Kaiserslautern was 
impressive against the second- 
seeded defending champion Roy- 
als in a highly competitive 23-14 
loss to Ramstein on Oct. 11. That 
compares favorably to the Roy- 
als’ 48-14 romp over the Raiders 


in last year’s semifinals. 

Still, it will take an outstanding 
performance to knock off a proud 
defending champion playing on 
its newly minted home turf. The 
Royals are not the overwhelming 
juggernaut they were a year ago, 
when they were hardly challenged 
in an undefeated championship 
season. But the win at Kaiser- 
slautern, and a 4-1 conference 
record marred only by a loss to 
first-place Stuttgart, proves that 
Ramstein remains a gatekeeper 
of Division I football success. 


broome.gregory@stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 


DODEA Europe Division Il semifinals 


Aviano, Rota have inside track 


By Grecory Broome 
Stars and Stripes 


This weekend’s DODEA Europe Division II foot- 
ball semifinals would seem to have two clear fa- 
vorites. But a closer look reveals that the outcomes 
might not be so obvious. 

Top-seeded defending champion Aviano hosts 
fourth-seeded Naples in one semifinal Saturday, 
while second-seeded Rota hosts third-seeded Vi- 
cenza in the other. 

Aviano has followed up the breakout champion- 
ship season it enjoyed a year ago with an equally 
strong 2019 regular season. The Saints won all of 
their conference games this fall, wrapping up the 
unbeaten run with a 24-21 victory over Rota on Oct. 
19. The Admirals’ loss in their regular-season finale 
spoiled their own undefeated season, though they 
were already assured of a home semifinal entering 
the final weekend. 

Vicenza and Naples, meanwhile, walked a far 
bumpier path to the playoffs. The Cougars’ two- 
game September win streak gave them the numbers 
they needed to crack the postseason, while Naples 
entered the last weekend of the regular season stuck 
in a winless last-place tie with SHAPE. The Wild- 
cats rolled past the Spartans 39-7 to claim the final 
playoff berth in the five-team division. 

Those respective narratives would logically end 
with Aviano and Rota advancing to the Nov. 2 Euro- 
pean championship game. But when the Saints and 
Admirals shared the field with their less-heralded 
opponents this fall — coincidentally both on Sept. 
14, the first weekend of the Division II conference 
season — the wins did not come so easily. 

Aviano edged Naples 18-7, while Rota knocked 


Scorr Wyianb/Stars and Stripes 


Vicenza quarterback Lucas Ridgley gets another 
shot at Rota on Saturday, a team Ridgeley’s 
Cougars lost to 18-6 during the regular season. 


off Vicenza 18-6. The Cougars similarly threw a 
scare into Aviano when those two local Italian rivals 
clashed; Aviano escaped with a 25-22 win. 

That kind of fierce competition was commonplace 
in Division II, a streamlined division that lost two of 
its seven 2018 members and placed five incumbent 
teams into battle for four playoff berths. 


broome.gregory@stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 


Jack Hiceee/Stars and Stripes 


Undefeated Perry will likely rely on a punishing ground game led 
by senior running back Marshall China when it plays 4-0 Zama on 
Friday. The teams will play in the Far East Division Il final on Nov. 8. 


Perry vs. Zama merely 
a prelude to title match 


By Dave ORNAUER 
Stars and Stripes 


There’s probably no better 
way for two teams to prepare 
for a championship game than 
by facing each other two weeks 
beforehand. 

That’s the luxury that Zama 
(4-0) and Matthew C. Perry (6-0) 
have as they brace for their Far 
East Division II football final, 
scheduled for Nov. 8. The Trojans 
host the Samurai in each team’s 
regular-season finale Friday at 6 
p.m. 

“At the end of the game, some- 

body will be undefeated and 
somebody will not,” Trojans 
coach Scott Bolin summed it up. 

It can be a plus or a minus, de- 
pending on one’s approach to such 
a contest, Samurai coach Frank 
Macias said. “It will be a cat-and- 
mouse game,” he said. 

The point being: How much do 
each of the teams dare show one 
another to give each a chance to 
better prepare for their cham- 
pionship meeting? Macias re- 
members what happened to his 
Samurai two seasons ago after 
they faced a similar situation 
against Humphreys. 

Perry beat Humphreys 20-10. 
Two weeks later, in the D-II final, 
the Blackhawks took advantage 
of a Samurai team battered by in- 
juries 39-0. 

“The first time, we probably 
showed more than we should 
have and they pasted us the sec- 
ond time,” Macias said. 

Thus, he and the Samurai 
might probably approach Fri- 
day’s showdown with the Trojans 
conservatively. 

“Or you could show everything 


and overwhelm them and make 
them figure out what to do, [pre- 
pare for] everything and get them 
to stop everything, not just one 
thing or another,” Bolin said. 

Zama and Perry are practically 
even in the D-II standings, each 
4-0 with the Trojans having out- 
scored opponents 186-43 and the 
Samurai 131-32. But their respec- 
tive approaches to the game are 
vastly different. 

Zama plays a wide-open spread 
attack, going to the air about 60% 
of the time, while the Samurai 
stick with their trademark dou- 
ble-wing ground game, passing 
maybe once or twice per contest. 

“We have to play our style of 
football,” Macias said. “Give me 
the 8- to 10-minute drive, keep the 
ball out of their hands. That’s our 
cup of tea. We have to stay with 
the freight-train formula. If we 
let them have multiple touches, it 
will be a long night for us.” 

Then, there are mistakes, 
which can be prevalent on a slip- 
pery field. The forecast calls for 
heavy rain in the morning, taper- 
ing off by afternoon. 

“That’s going to be key,” Bolin 
said of who can better take care 
of the football and execute their 
game plans. “It’ll be a matter of 
which school of thought prevails 
best from either team.” 

Two other games with playoff 
implications take place Friday, 
with Humphreys visiting Kubasa- 
ki and American School In Japan 
at defending Division I champion 
Kinnick. The Blackhawks and 
Red Devils each are still alive 
for the second D-I finals berth at 
Kadena on Nov. 9. 


ornauer.dave@stripes.com 
Twitter @daveornauer 
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Opening day of Europe 
tennis championships 
brings some surprises 


By Grecory Broome 
Stars and Stripes 


A handful of upsets and near- 
upsets highlighted an otherwise 
routine opening day of the 2019 
DODEA Europe tennis cham- 
pionship tournaments, played 
Thursday at sites around Wies- 
baden, Germany. 

Top-seeded girls Aiva Schmitz 
of Kaiserslautern and Charlotte 
Kordonowy of Wiesbaden each 
won all three of their first-day 
matches, the first step towards a 
projected and highly anticipated 
showdown in Saturday’s champi- 
onship match. 

Kordonowy, the tournament’s 
top overall seed after defeating 
defending champion Schmitz in 
the regular season, didn’t drop 
a game across six sets of over- 
whelming dominance. Schmitz, 
the top seed in Pool B, knocked 
off second seed Kassianna Von 
Eicken of Ramstein 6-0, 6-2, in 
her toughest match of the day. 

The boys singles bracket pro- 
duced far more intrigue. 

Stuttgart sophomore Amar Ta- 
hirovic, the reigning European 
champion who generally cruises 
to 6-0, 6-0 victories in his DODEA 
Europe matches, ran into serious 
resistance in his second match. 
The Panther ace persevered for 
a 6-1, 6-3 win over second-seeded 
Marco Garofalo of Marymount. 

Panthers coach Amy Rochow- 
iak said while Tahirovic usu- 
ally “blows away” his opponent, 
Thursday’s challenge should ul- 
timately be beneficial for the de- 
fending champion. 

“For the first time, really, I 
saw him struggle, I think, with 
his emotions,” Rochowiak said. 
“This kid put the pressure on him 
in that second set. 

“He was a little bit stressed 
about that.” 

Tahirovic wasn’t the only top 
seed under attack on Thursday. 

In the opposite pool, third- 
seeded Robert Been of Florence 
pulled off the day’s most notable 
singles upset with a convincing 6- 
1, 6-3 defeat of the pool’s top seed, 


Giudo Plebani of American Over- 
seas School of Rome. 

Though they’re both the aces 
of their respective central Ital- 
ian teams, the two did not meet in 
the regular season. Been relished 
the chance to take on the higher- 
seeded opponent, and the match 
lived up to its billing, drawing a 
crowd of onlookers as it lasted 
deep into the afternoon, well after 
every other singles match had 
concluded. 

“T tried to do as little mistakes 
as possible. He’s a pretty solid 
player,” Been said of Plebani. 

The victory, along with a 
straight-set win in his other match 
Thursday, puts Been in line for a 
spot in the elimination round. An 
upset win on Day 1 gave the Flor- 
ence contender a psychological 
boost. 

“For the confidence, this was 
a really, really important win,” 
Been said. “My objective was to 
be around in the final...We’ll see 
what happens.” 

While the tournament favorites 
worked to avoid a first-day slip- 
up, the goal for much of the field 
was to build on strong regular 
seasons with solid performances 
in the postseason. 

The Hohenfels Tigers enjoyed 
a successful regular season this 
fall, led by the efforts of Europe- 
an qualifiers June Smith, a third- 
seeded girls singles competitor, 
and boys doubles squad Declan 
Colbert and Caleb Love. 

“T’m just trying to have fun... 
Not put too much pressure on 
myself,” said Smith, who earned 
a straight-set win in her open- 
ing match before falling to Kor- 
donowy later Thursday. “Just play 
as hard as I can and see where it 
takes me.” 

The three-day tournament 
continues Friday with two more 
rounds of preliminary play fol- 
lowed in the afternoon by the 
semifinal round. The slate of four 
European championship matches 
follows Saturday. 


broome.gregory@stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 


Pool B top seed Aiva Schmitz, of Kaiserslautern, returns a shot 
during her 6-1, 6-0 win over Stuttgart’s Violet-Maria Williams on 


Wiesbaden, Germany, on Thursday. 


the opening day of the DODEA Europe tennis championships in 


Brynn Anverson/AP 


Memphis Grizzlies rookie Ja Morant shoots past Heat guards Tyler Herro (14) and Goran Dragic during 
Wednesday's game in Miami. Morant, the No. 2 overall pick in this year’s draft, had 14 points, four 
rebounds and four assists in his debut. 


Making some noise 


Memphis’ Morant among rookies who 
impressed in season-opening debuts 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 
Atlantic cara 


Philadelphia 
Toronto 


Miami 
Orlando 
Charlotte 
Atlanta 
Washington 


Detroit 
Milwaukee 
Chicago 
Cleveland 
Indiana 


Western Conference 
Southwest Division 


San Antonio 1 
Dallas 1 
Houston 0 
New Orleans 0 

0. 


Memphis 1! 
Northwest Division 
Utah i 0 1.000 
Minnesota 1 
Denver x 
Portland 0 
Oklahoma City 0 
Pacific Division 


L.A. Clippers 
Phoenix 
Golden State 
LA. Lakers 
Sacramento 
‘Tuesday's games 
Toronto 130, New Orleans 122, OT 
L.A. Clippers 112, L.A. Lakers 102 
Wednesday’s games 
Charlotte 126, Chicago 125 
Detroit 119, Indiana 110 
Orlando 94, Cleveland 85 
Miami 120, Memphis 101 
Minnesota 127, Brooklyn 126,07 
Philadelphia 107, Boston 9: 
San Antonio 120; New Yorke 111 
Dallas 108, Washington 100 
Utah 100, Oklahoma City 95 
Phoenix 124, Sacramento 95 
Denver 108, Portland 100 
Thursday's games 
Atlanta at Detroi 
Milwaukee at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at Golden State 
Friday's games 
Minnesota at Charlotte 
Toronto at Boston 
New York at Brooklyn 
Chicago at Memphis 
Dallas at New Orleans 
Washinaton at Oklahoma City 
Phoenix at Denver 
Portland at Sacramento 
Utah at L.A. Lakers 
Saturday's games 
Miami at Milwaukee 
Philadelphia at Detroit 
Boston at New York 
Orlando at Atlanta 
Indiana at Cleveland 
New Orleans at Houston 
Toronto at Chicago 
Washington at San Antonio 
Sacramento at Utah 
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix 
Sunday's games 
Golden State at Oklahoma City 
Brooklyn at Memphis 
Miami at Minnesota 
Portland at Dallas 
Charlotte at L.A. Lakers 
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By Tim Reyno.ps 
Associated Press 


MIAMI — The first three bas- 
kets of the season for the Memphis 
Grizzlies were all reminders of 
why the team wanted Ja Morant. 

Getting free inside for a layup. 

A reverse layup off a lob. 

A swooping score over two de- 
fenders in transition. 

Those were his first three NBA 
shots, his first three NBA makes 
and with that the career of the No. 
2 pick in this year’s draft is off 
and running. It wasn’t storybook 
— Memphis flopped in the fourth 
and wound up losing 120-101 to 
the Miami Heat on Wednesday 
night — but Morant’s debut was 
impressive nonetheless, one of 
many eye-catching performanc- 
es by rookies getting a chance to 
have their openers this week. 

“T’m real close with Ja,” Heat 
rookie Tyler Herro said. “He’s a 
great player. He was drafted No. 
2 for a reason and I thought he 
showed that tonight, just the way 
he controls the pace on the floor 
and gets his guys in the right 
spots. He’s a great point guard.” 

Morant had 14 points, four re- 
bounds and four assists in his 
debut. Those numbers might 
sound modest — but no one in 
Grizzlies history has ever fin- 
ished with such a stat line when 
playing their first NBA game. 

“When you sit down with the 
guy and you talk about basketball, 
you talk about what he’s seeing on 
the floor, he’s a step ahead,” Griz- 
zlies coach Taylor Jenkins said. 
“He’s already seeing plays before 
they develop. I think our entire 
team is going to benefit from his 
unselfish style of play.” 

No. 1 pick Zion Williamson is 
likely to miss the first couple of 
months of the season while deal- 


ing with the aftereffects of me- 
niscus surgery, so Morant is the 
highest 2019 pick to take the floor 
so far this season. 

No. 3 pick R.J. Barrett scored 
21 points in his debut for New 
York on Wednesday, coming in 
a loss at San Antonio. No. 4 pick 
De’Andre Hunter is expected to 
make his debut Thursday when 
Atlanta opens against Detroit. No. 
5 pick Darius Garland had eight 
points in Cleveland’s season- 
opening loss in Orlando. 

Other notable rookie openers 
so far include No. 12 selection 
P.J. Washington hitting seven 3- 
pointers and scoring 27 points 
for Charlotte on Wednesday in 
its win over Chicago, No. 7 pick 
Coby White’s 17-point debut for 
the Bulls in that game, No. 9 pick 
Rui Hachimura’s 14-point, 10-re- 
bound effort for Washington in a 
loss at Dallas — and undrafted 
rookie Kendrick Nunn scoring 24 
points for Miami in the win over 
Memphis. 

Nunn is 24, making him one of 
the older rookies who have gotten 
their NBA debuts this week. He 
had a 40-point preseason finale 
last week and turned more heads 
Wednesday. 

“Man, it’s been a long journey,” 
Nunn said. “I was in the G League 
last year, all season and gota last- 
day callup with the Heat. It’s been 
just an unbelievable ride.” 

Morant shot 6-for-12 and had 
six turnovers in 25 minutes. He 
had a dunk attempt swatted away 
by rookie Chris Silva in the fourth 
quarter, that play coming during 
a run where Miami outscored 
Memphis 24-1 to pull away. 

“Tm looking forward to to- 
morrow, practice,” Morant said. 
“That’s where we can get better, 
study film and go out there and 
fix our mistakes.” 
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All-America watch 


Delpit’s unselfishness catching on at LSU 


Junior safety passes 
up draft for chance at 
College Football Playoff 


By Brett Marre. 
Associated Press 


BATON ROUGE, La. — Grant 
Delpit’s numbers are down this 
season compared to the big-play 
bonanza he produced during 
his 2018 All-America campaign 
— and that makes perfect sense 
to fellow LSU safety Jacoby 
Stevens. 

“He’s a unanimous All-Ameri- 
can, so a lot of people aren’t going 
to test him,” Stevens said. 

“Stats don’t tell the whole game. 
He can shut down a whole side of 
the field,” Stevens added, noting 
that opposing teams apparently 
weren't fooled by Delpit’s jersey 
switch this year from No. 9 to No. 
7. “You can see it on film some- 
times. Quarterbacks kind of look 
and they see 7 and they just go the 
other way. He can’t get a stat on 
that. He’s a good ball player. He 
hasn’t changed.” 

While a big year statistically 
would help Delpit’s already con- 
siderable NFL draft credentials 
next spring, he can appreciate 
that having a big year individual- 
ly can still be unsatisfying if team 
goals aren’t met. 

Delpit dominated as a sopho- 
more last season, when he had 
five interceptions, five sacks, 
9% tackles for loss, 14 passes 
defended, a forced fumble and a 
fumble recovery, making him an 
easy pick for the AP All-America 
team. The Tigers won 10 games 
in 2018, but missed out on the 
College Football Playoff. 

This season, Delpit has one in- 
terception, one fumble recovery, 
no sacks, 1/2 tackles for loss and 
four passes defended through 
seven games. But LSU is unbeat- 
en, ranked second in the Top 25 
poll and very much in the CFP 
conversation. 

“T’m pretty tough on myself to 
make a lot of plays. But I kind of 
understand you can’t make all 
the plays, all the tackles and all 
the interceptions,” Delpit said. 
“Just as long as I’m doing my job, 
as long as we’re playing great as 
a defense, it doesn’t matter who 
makes the play or anything like 
that — just as long as we win.” 

While the 6-foot-3, 203-pound 
Delpit has proved last season 
that he can be as menacing rush- 
ing the passer as in coverage, the 
Tigers have largely had him pro- 
tecting against the deep ball this 
season. 

LSU coach Ed Orgeron calls 
Delpit “very unselfish.” 

“Tf we put him back in the post 
all day, he’ll say, ‘Coach, ’ll play 
in the post. Whatever it takes for 
the team,” Orgeron said, alluding 
to Delpit’s regular assignment 
covering the deep-middle part of 
the field against the pass. 

Coaches remain interested in 
finding ways to “get Grant closer- 


Gerato Hereert/AP 


LSU safety Grant Delpit (7) pulls in an interception against Utah State wide receiver Savon Scarver. After his All-America season last year, 


opposing quarterbacks are often throwing away from him this season. 


Rick Bowmer/AP 


Utah running back Zack Moss scores on a 32-yard run against 
Arizona State Saturday. He faces California and its stellar linebacker, 


Evan Weaver, on Saturday. 


to the ball, blitzing, using him ina 
fashion where we’re rushing the 
quarterback,” Orgeron said. “But 
wherever we need him, he’s going 
to play and he’s basically effec- 
tive wherever we put him.” 
Delpit knows all about adapt- 
ing to change. His family was 
among those displaced from New 
Orleans by Hurricane Katrina in 
August 2005, less than a month 
before his seventh birthday. They 
settled in Houston, where Delpit 
started high school before finish- 


ing at IMG Academy in Braden- 
ton, Fla. 

Delpit is about on pace to match 
last season’s total of 74 solo and 
assisted tackles with 38 so far in 
2019. It speaks in part to Delpit’s 
ability to react quickly to plays 
even outside of his coverage area, 
but it also shows how LSU strug- 
gled with tackling and getting 
third-down stops during the first 
half of the season. 

“We've given up a couple plays 
and missed a couple tackles that 


we shouldn’t miss,” Delpit con- 
ceded. “But the last few weeks, 
we've been playing pretty well 
as a defense as a whole, and we’ll 
try to carry that into this SEC run 
that we have going on.” 

The Tigers host No. 9 Auburn 
on Saturday and visit No. 1 Ala- 
bama on Nov. 9, with a bye in 
between. 

“We had big expectations be- 
fore the season started,” Del- 
pit said. “We’re getting into the 
toughest part of our schedule 
coming up. So we’re just going to 
try to go 1-0 every week and take 
it from there.” 


Who’s hot 


AJ Dillon, RB, Boston College 

Dillon’s performance fell off 
last season after a huge freshman 
year. Healthy and running strong 
again, Dillon is on a streak of five 
straight 100-yard rushing games, 
including 223 against North Car- 
olina State last week. 

With 75 yards this week against 
Clemson — no given — Dillon can 
break the school career record of 
3,739 held by former Heisman 
Trophy finalist Andre Williams. 


Who’s not 


Tua Tagovailoa, QB, Alabama 

The Heisman runner-up will 
miss at least Saturday’s game 
against Arkansas with a sprained 
ankle and then Crimson Tide fans 
will hope and probably pray for 


Tagovailoa to be healthy enough 
to play — and play effectively — 
against No. 2 LSU on Nov. 9. 

Tagovailoa has been excellent 
this season (27 touchdowns, two 
interceptions, 11.2 yards per pass) 
and was near perfect against 
Tennessee before getting injured. 
With so many good quarterbacks, 
though, the competition to be All- 
American or the Heisman Trophy 
winner will be fierce. 


On the line 


(SEC Network analyst Cole 
Cubelic, a former guard for Au- 
burn, breaks down an offensive 
lineman playing at an All-Amer- 
ica level) 

Kevin Dotson, 
Louisiana-Lafayette 

The 315-pound senior helped 
the Ragin’ Cajuns run for 315 
yards last week against Arkansas 
State. 

“His physicality has been on 
display all season as the Cajuns 
have the fourth-best rushing of- 
fense in the country,” Cubelic 
said. 


OG, 


All-America matchup 


Evan Weaver, LB, California 
vs. Zack Moss, RB, Utah 

Weaver is tackling machine, 
leading the nation with an aver- 
age of 15 per game. Moss is one of 
the hardest runners in the coun- 
try and averaging 6.59 yards per 
carry. 
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TOP 25 SCHEDULE 


Saturday's games 
No. 1 Alabama vs. Arkansas 
No. 2 LSU vs. No. 9 Auburn 
No. 3 Ohio State vs. No. 13 Wisconsin 
No. 4 Clemson vs. Boston College 
No. 5 Oklahoma at Kansas State 
No. 6 Penn State at Michigan State 
No. 8 Notre Dame at No. 19 Michigan 


No. 11 Oregon vs. Washington State 

No. 12 Utah vs. California 

No. 15 Texas at TCU 

No. 17 Minnesota vs. Maryland 

No. 20 lowa at Northwestern 

No. 21 Appalachian State at South Ala- 
bama 

No. 23 lowa State vs. Oklahoma State 

No. 24 Arizona State at UCLA 


SERVICE ACADEMIES 


Air Force (5-2) 
vs. Utah State (4-2), Saturday 
Last week: Beat Hawaii 56-26 


Army (3-4) 
vs. San Jose State (3-4), Saturday 
Last week: Lost to Georgia State 28-21 


Navy (5-1) 
vs, Tulane (5-2), Saturday 
Last week: Beat South Florida 35-3 


POWER FIVE STANDINGS 


Acc 
Atlantic Division 
Conference Overall 
w 


LoWL 
Clemson... o 70 
Wake Forest. 1 61 
Boston College . 2 43 
Louisville 2 43 
Florida Si ae ae 
NC State. 2 43 
Syracuse 30034 
Coastal Division 
Virginia. 1 5 2 
Pittsburgh 1 5 2 
Virginia Te 2 52 
2 43 
2 34 
334 
Georgia Tech 3025 
Conference Overall 
LoWL 
Baylor... 0 7 0 
Oklahoma. 0 70 
lowa State 1 5 2 
Texas. 1 5 2 
Kansai 2042 
TCU 203.3 
Oklai 343 
Texas Tech. 3034 
West Virginia 3034 
Kansas... 4°25 
Big Ten 
East 
Conference Overall 
we We 
Ohio State o 70 
Penn State o 7 0 
Michig: 2) 5 2 
Indian: De Bo 2 
Michigi 2 43 
Marylan 3°34 
Rutgers. 5 16 
West 
o 70 
1 61 
2 052 
2 43 
3034 
3 2 5 
Northwesteri 4°15 
North 
Conference Overall 
we WL 
Oregon... o 61 
Oregon State 2°34 
Washington 3 5 3 
Stanford. 334 
Californi: 3 43 
Washington State 343 
South 
Utah... 2? G4 
1 43 
2 52 
2 43 
2025 
3034 
SEC 
East 
Conference Overall 
we Wwe 
1 71 
1 61 
1 5 2 
a 3a 
3 2.5 
3025 
4°34 
West 
o 70 
o 70 
1 61 
2 43 
3035 
Mississippi St 3034 
Arkansas... 4°25 


Cuartes Rex Arsocast/AP 


Ohio State defensive end Chase Young, right, sacks Northwestern quarterback Aidan Smith last Friday. Young and the Buckeyes will try to 
contain Wisconsin running back and Heisman Trophy candidate Jonathan Taylor this week. 


KEY POWER FIVE MATCHUPS 


No. 13 Wisconsin (6-1) 
at No. 3 Ohio State (7-0) 
6 p.m. Saturday CET 
1 a.m. Sunday JKT 
AFN-Sports 

Series record — Ohio State leads 59-18-5. 

What's at stake? — Wisconsin lost to Illinois on a 
late field goal last week and follows with a much more 
rigorous test this week against the surging Buckeyes. 
The Badgers have to win to stay in contention in the 
Big Ten West. A close loss would sting for Ohio State 
but may not be fatal, especially if there is a rematch 
between the teams in the Big Ten Championship. 
Ohio State is rolling over opponents by ridiculous 
scores. Two of the best running backs in the country 
— Wisconsin's Jonathan Taylor and Ohio State's J.K. 
Dobbins — will be on display. 

Key matchup — Taylor vs. the Ohio State defense. 
Taylor is a legit Heisman Trophy candidate, averaging 
157 yards per game, with 957 total yards and 15 
touchdowns. The Buckeyes defense has been tough 
behind new coordinators and scheme this season. 
Second in the nation behind Wisconsin, the unit has 
limited opponents to 3.57 yards per play and has 
compiled 29 sacks, including 9.5 by All-American 
defensive end Chase Young. 

Players to watch — Wisconsin: Linebackers Zack 
Bahn and Chris Orr. The two have combined for 14.5 
of the team's 27 sacks, which is eighth in the nation. 

Ohio State: QB Justin Fields. The Georgia trans- 
fer is making good decisions and few mistakes. He's 
playing behind a fine offensive line and has Dobbins 
to carry the load on the ground but still makes things 
happen with his legs when necessary. Fields is com- 
pleting over 70% of his passes and has thrown for 22 
touchdowns with just one interception. 

Facts & figures — Five of the past six games be- 
tween the teams have been decided by seven points 
or fewer, including two overtime games. ... Taylor has 
5,128 yards in 34 games, joining Georgia's Herschel 
Walker, Wisconsin's Ron Dayne and Oregon’s LaMi- 
chael James as the only players to rush for 5,000 
yards before the end of their junior season. 


No. 9 Auburn (6-1) 
at No. 2 LSU (7-0) 
9:30 p.m. Saturday CET 
4:30 a.m. Sunday JKT 
AFN-Sports 

Series record — LSU leads 30-22-1. 

What's at stake? — Auburn needs a victory to re- 
main in control of its ability to win the SEC Western 
Division and stay in contention for a College Football 
Playoff bid. A loss wouldn't be catastrophic for LSU 
if it can rebound to win remaining games, but the 
Tigers want to remain among college football’s un- 
beaten teams entering their final bye week, which will 
be followed by their highly anticipated visit to No. 1 
Alabama on Nov. 9. 

Key matchup — Auburn's defense against LSU QB 
Joe Burrow and a prolific offense that has averaged 
50.1 points a game and has yet to score fewer than 
36 in a single contest. 

Players to watch — Auburn: DE Marlon Davidson 
had three tackles for loss, two sacks, a forced fumble 
and fumble recovery in a victory over Arkansas last 
week. He leads Auburn this season with 8 tackles 
for loss and 51 sacks, while his two forced fumbles 
are tied for a team-high. 

LSU: Burrow continues to threaten every LSU 
passing record, having already set a new mark for 
touchdowns in a single season with 29. His 2,484 
yards passing ranks second nationally. 

Facts & figures — Auburn has lost nine straight 
in Baton Rouge. ...The home team has won 16 of 
the last 19 in the series. ... Of the last 15 meetings, 
10, including the past three, have been decided by 
seven or fewer points. ... Auburn ranks third nation- 
ally in forced fumbles with 11 and fumble recoveries 
with 10. ... Auburn is tied for ninth nationally in TDs 
rushing with 20, just five fewer than its total for all of 
2018. ... Auburn's average of 239.6 yards rushing per 
game ranks 11th nationally. ... LSU is 2-O against top 
10 opponents this season. ... LSU has scored 35-plus 
points in the first seven games of a season for the first 
time in school history. ... Of LSU's 44 offensive pos- 
sessions that produced touchdowns, 35 lasted less 
than three minutes. 


Boston College (4-3) 
at No. 4 Clemson (7-0) 


Series record — Clemson leads 17-9-2. 

What's at stake? — Clemson's run to a fifth straight 
College Football Playoff berth. The Tigers were pre- 
season No. 1 and held that spot most of September, 
but have slipped three positions, sliding a spot after 
each of their past three wins. Boston College is seek- 
ing the signature win that seventh-year coach Steve 
Addazio can build on going forward. 

Key matchup — Boston College RB AJ Dillon vs. 
Clemson's defensive front. Dillon, a senior, leads the 
ACC with 968 yards and nine touchdowns. Clemson 
has held opponents to five TDs on the ground all sea- 
son, giving up just 111 yards rushing a game so far. 

Players to watch — Boston College: LB Max Rich- 
ardson leads the ACC and is 10th nationally with 73 
tackles this season. Richardson is also tops in the 
ACC with 11 tackles for loss. 

Clemson: RB Travis Etienne is right behind Dil- 
lon in the ACC yardage race with 781 yards and six 
touchdowns. Etienne, the ACC's player of the year in 
2018, had 192 yards and a 49-yard TD run in a 45- 
10 win at Louisville. 

Facts & figures — Clemson is seeking its 23rd 
straight victory overall and its 19th straight (count- 
ing two ACC title game victories) against league 
opponents since 2017. ... Boston College has had 
its moments at Death Valley, winning its first-ever 
league game after joining the ACC before the 2005 
season. The Eagles, led by quarterback Matt Ryan, 
also clinched the ACC Atlantic Division with a win at 
Clemson in 2007. ... Clemson has held its first seven 
opponents to less than 300 yards a game. ... Boston 
College has lost 11 straight games to top-five oppo- 
nents since beating No. 4 Notre Dame 14-7 in 2002. 
Five of those 11 defeats have come to Clemson. ... 
The teams compete for the O’Rourke-McFadden tro- 
phy, a replica leather helmet from when Boston Col- 
lege and Clemson played in the 1940 Cotton Bowl, 
won by Clemson 6-3. 

— Associated Press 
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It’s Auburn’s 


turn to face 
Burrow, LSU 


By JoHn ZENOR 
Associated Press 


AUBURN, Ala. — Jeremiah Dinson didn’t bother re- 
viewing film of Joe Burrow and LSU’s offense against 
Auburn last season because “he’s a totally different 
quarterback.” 

Now, the challenge for Dinson and No. 9 Auburn in 
Baton Rouge on Saturday will be contending with the 2019 
edition of Burrow and No. 2 LSU’s much more explosive 
offense. It’s no small task, of course. 

“T knew he could always throw the ball,” Dinson, Au- 
burn’s safety and leading tack- 
ler, said Tuesday. “But it’s crazy, 
man, that they look like a totally 
different offense.” 

Burrow is leading the nation 
with 29 touchdown passes and 
his 2,484 yards passing ranks 
second. 


“They're going 
to be a test, 

a big test. A 
great offense 


vs. a great An Auburn defense led by Din- 
defense. You son and linemen Derrick Brown 
never know and Marlon Davidson is the lat- 


est to try to slow him. Auburn 
has banked heavily on a defense 
that hasn’t allowed more than 24 
points in a game while freshman 
quarterback Bo Nix has gained 
experience and the offense dealt 
with injuries to receiver Anthony 
Schwartz and tailback JaTarvi- 
ous Whitlow. 

Of course, 24 points has been less than a half’s work for 
Burrow and LSU this season. This LSU offense is averag- 
ing 52.5 points and 561 yards a game. 

Burrow was solid against Auburn last season, if not 
spectacular. He passed for 249 yards while completing 
less than half his attempts, with LSU winning 22-21 on 
Cole Tracy’s field goal as time expired. 

While that performance wasn’t necessarily a harbinger 
that Burrow would emerge as a Heisman Trophy contend- 


who's going to 
come out on 
top of that. 7 


Marlon Davidson 
Aubum defensive end 


eS 


Micaet Woops/AP. 


Arkansas quarterback Ben Hicks tries to get away from Auburn defender Derrick Brown as he scrambles out of the 
pocket last Saturday. Brown and the Tigers defense has the task this week of slowing down LSU’s explosive offense 


and quarterback Joe Burrow. 


er ayear later, his clutch play in a hostile environment did 
show mettle and poise. 

“Joe is cool as a cucumber,” LSU coach Ed Orgeron said 
after the game. “He’s not going to falter under pressure 
and he’s going to make the right decisions.” 

Now, Burrow faces a defense whose weakest link has 
been the secondary. Auburn ranks 68th nationally in 
yards passing allowed per game (224.7). 

Auburn intercepted only one pass in its first seven 
games but had two picks in a 51-10 win over Arkansas. 

Auburn held Oregon’s Justin Herbert to a respectable 
242 yards but allowed 335 yards passing to Texas A&M’s 
Kellen Mond, with a sizable chunk coming during a fourth- 
quarter comeback that fell short. 

Davidson is hardly lacking confidence in Auburn’s de- 
fense, but he doesn’t downplay the task, either. 

“It’s a big challenge, I can say that,” Davidson said. “T’ll 
take my guys over anybody because I know we put in the 
work beside each other every day. But that’s a great foot- 
ball team. That’s a great football team. They’re going to be 
a test, a big test. A great offense vs. a great defense. You 
never know who’s going to come out on top of that.” 


Auburn’s two biggest stars have been Brown and David- 
son, both recruited by Orgeron. They’re part of a defensive 
front the LSU coach says is the best “we have seen so far.” 

Brown has three sacks, three pass breakups and two 
forced fumbles. Orgeron predicts he’ll likely be a top-five 
NFL draft pick and called the 6-foot-5, 318-pounder a 
“mountain of a man.” 

LSU offensive tackle Austin Deculus likes the challenge 
of facing Brown & Co. 

“Everybody in the movies wants to slay the dragon,” 
Deculus said. “In that sense he’s the big guy. He’s the one 
with a target on his back. You want to beat the best guy.” 

Davidson has emerged as one of the SEC’s top pass rush- 
ers with 5.5 sacks and 8.5 tackles for loss. 

“You look at a guy like Derrick Brown, who is that big 
and physical,” Orgeron said. “Nobody that we’ve faced so 
far has been that big and physical. He’s very, very disrup- 
tive. He’s hard to match one-on-one. You have to double- 
team him. 

“Marlon Davidson is good pass-rusher. These guys get 
most of their rushes with a four-man rush.” 

With LSU’s explosive offense, that could be a key. 


Badgers’ loss doesn’t change Buckeyes’ view of game 


By Mirtcu Stacy 
Associated Press 


COLUMBUS, Ohio — Though 
Ohio State’s matchup with Wis- 
consin this week is no longer a 
showdown of unbeaten top-10 
teams, Buckeyes coach Ryan Day 
says that doesn’t change a thing. 

The Badgers (6-1, 3-1 Big Ten) 
suffered a shocking 24-23 loss to 
Illinois last Saturday after being 
favored by more than 30 points. 
The setback dropped Wisconsin 
to No. 13 and took the sheen off 
what would have been one the 
nation’s top games this week. 

Day said the Badgers’ loss 
doesn’t make them any less 
skilled and dangerous or make 
the matchup any less intriguing. 
And the No. 3 Buckeyes (7-0, 4-0) 
won't be preparing any different- 
ly for a clash of the nation’s two 
best defenses. 

“They’ve got great players on 
each side of the ball, NFL play- 
ers,” Day said. “Last week, it is 
what it is. It’s college football. You 
have to bring it every week. It’s 
the same thing with us. We have 


to bring it this week. It has to be 
our best game of the year.” 

The Buckeyes will have to work 
to top what they’ve done already. 

Ohio State has outscored seven 
opponents by a total of 348-56. 
That’s an average margin of al- 
most 42 points. It is the first team 
since 1973 to start a season with 
seven wins by 20 points or more. 

Quarterback Justin Fields is in 
the top 5 nationally in touchdown 
passes and has accounted for 30 
touchdowns, second in the nation 
behind LSU’s Joe Burrow. 

Tailback J.K. Dobbins is fourth 
nationally with 947 yards — 10 
fewer than Wisconsin’s Heis- 
man Trophy candidate Jonathan 
Taylor. 

Taylor became the fourth FBS 
player to reach the 5,000-yard 
rushing mark in his first three 
seasons. But he and the other 
Wisconsin runners struggled in 
critical situations last week. He 
had a fumble late in the game that 
killed a Badgers’ drive at the Il- 
linois 19. 

“They’re resilient,” Wiscon- 
sin coach Paul Chryst said of his 


team. “And we have to turn the 
page fast.” 

Wisconsin and Ohio State enter 
the game with the No. 1 and No. 
2 defenses in the nation, respec- 
tively. Both allow under 4 yards 
per play and 10 points per game. 

The Badgers had come into 
last Saturday’s contest with four 
shutouts, having allowed a total of 
four touchdowns and 29 points in 
six games. They had beaten their 
last two opponents by a combined 
score of 86-0. 

“T feel like we didn’t have the 
fire we had in previous games 
going in,” linebacker Zack Baun 
acknowledged. 

Day and his team know what 
it’s like to slip up. Inexplicable 
losses to unranked Purdue last 
season and to Iowa in 2017 kept 
the Buckeyes on the outside look- 
ing in when the playoffs came 
around. 

“You cannot let one get away,” 
Day said. “And this is going to be 
as hard as it gets. These guys are 
coming off a tough loss, they’re 
going to be more hungry coming 
in here.” 


Hotty Hart/AP 


Wisconsin’s Chris Ort, right, sacks Illinois quarterback Brandon 
Peters in the second half on Saturday. The Illini upset the Badgers, 
knocking them down to No. 13 in the AP poll and taking the sheen 
off what would have been one the nation’s top games this week. 
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Phillies, Cubs, Padres 
find new managers 


Associated Press 


The number of open manageri- 
al jobs around the major leagues 
got a little smaller on Thursday, 
as the Phialdelphia Phillies, Chi- 
cago Cubs and San Diego Padres 
all agreed to deals filling their va- 
cant positions. 

According to a person familiar 
with the deal, the Phillies have 
agreed to hire former Yankees 
manager Joe Girardi to replace 
Gabe Kapler. 

Kapler was fired after aninjury- 
depleted team went 81-81 despite 
significant offseason additions 
highlighted by Bryce Harper’s 
arrival. He was 161-163 in his two 
seasons. The 
Phillies also 
interviewed 
Dusty Baker 
and — Buck 
Showalter. 

Girardi 
was one of 
the most 
prominent 
candidates 
to fill vacant 
managerial 
spots across 
baseball. He led New York to its 
27th World Series title, beating 
the Phillies in six games in 2009. 

He succeeded Joe Torre after 
the 2007 season and spent a de- 
cade in pinstripes. He also man- 
aged the Marlins one season and 
was NL Manager of the Year 
after going 78-84 in 2006. His 
record with the Yankees was 910- 
710, the sixth most wins in team 
history. 

The 55-year-old Girardi hit 
.267 as a catcher for 15 seasons in 
the majors. He won three cham- 
pionships with the Yankees in the 
1990s and was an All-Star for the 
Cubs in 2000. 

The Cubs hired another former 
catcher, tabbing David Ross to re- 
place Joe Maddon as their man- 
ager, hoping he can help them get 
back to the playoffs after missing 
out for the first since 2014. 

The Cubs announced a three- 
year deal with Ross with a club 
option for the 2023 season. He be- 
comes the 55th manager in club 
history. 

The 42-year-old Ross played 
the final two of his 15 major 
league seasons with the Cubs and 
was a revered leader on the 2016 
team that won the World Series, 
ending a championship drought 
dating to 1908. He spent the past 
three years in Chicago’s front of- 
fice and was widely viewed as a 
potential replacement for Mad- 
don, who compiled a 471-339-1 
record in five seasons. 

“Tm honored by this oppor- 
tunity to be the next manager of 
the Chicago Cubs,” Ross said in 
a statement. “My time with this 
organization has been special 
since the day I joined, so to con- 
tinue with the club in this role is 
a blessing for which I’m so very 
thankful.” 

Chairman Tom Ricketts de- 
scribed Ross as a “proven win- 
ner.” And president of baseball 
operations Theo Epstein called 
him “as gifted a leader as I’ve 
ever come across.” 


Girardi 


Ross has no coaching or man- 
aging experience. But he played 
a huge role in reshaping the cul- 
ture of the Cubs’ clubhouse and 
was affectionately nicknamed 
“Grandpa Rossy” by Kris Bryant 
and Anthony Rizzo. 

At age 39, he became the old- 
est player to homer in a Game 7 
of the World Series when he con- 
nected off Andrew Miller in the 
sixth inning in Cleveland. The 
Cubs went on to win in the 10th, 
and Ross got carried off the field 
and into retirement by Rizzo and 
Jason Heyward. 

San Diego is also turning to a 
rookie manager —for the second 
consecutive time — as it tries to 
bridge the difficult gap between 
rebuilding and contending. 

The Padres have hired Jayce 
Tingler from the Texas Rang- 
ers to take over a team that has 
missed the playoffs for 13 straight 
seasons and hasn’t had a winning 
record in nine years, a person 
familiar with the situation said 
Thursday. 

The person spoke with The As- 
sociated Press on the condition 
of anonymity because the hiring 
hasn’t been announced. 

Another person familiar with 
the process said the team is still 
finalizing a contract with Tin- 
gler, 38. An introductory news 
conference won't be held until 
next week, after the World Series 
ends. 

Tingler has most recently been 
on the Rangers’ coaching staff as 
major league player development 
field coordinator, working with 
outfielders and baserunners. His 
only previous managerial ex- 
perience has been at the lowest 
rungs, including guiding Leones 
del Escogido to a 9-1 start in the 
Dominican Winter League. 

He replaces Andy Green, who 
was blamed for the Padres’ sec- 
ond-half collapse when he was 
fired with eight games left in the 
season. Green had no previous 
big league managing experience 
when he was hired before the 
2016 season. 

Tingler beat out Ron Washing- 
ton, the former Rangers manager 
who is now third base coach with 
the Atlanta Braves. 

Padres general manager A.J. 
Preller worked with both Tingler 
and Washington when he was in 
the Rangers’ front office. 

Tingler didn’t play at the major 
league level. He played at Mis- 
souri before playing four sea- 
sons in the minors, topping out at 
Double-A. 

He faces tremendous expecta- 
tions from ownership and a long- 
suffering fan base. The Padres 
were last in the NL West at 70-92 
even after signing Manny Mach- 
ado to a $300 million contract and 
promoting top rookies Fernando 
Tatis Jr. and Chris Paddack. 

Padres executive chairman 
Ron Fowler told a group of fans 
shortly after the season that 
“heads will roll,” including pos- 
sibly his own, if the Padres don’t 
improve next year. 

Fowler had expected the Pa- 
dres to be .500 in 2019 and to con- 
tend for a playoff spot by 2020. 


Puotos ey Lee Jin-man/AP 


Above: Tiger Woods throws grass into the air on the 9th hole during the first round of the PGA Tour’s 
Zozo Championship in Inzai City, Japan, on Thursday. Below: A woman shows her support for Woods. 


Tiger leads after shaky start 


Woods shares lead 
at first-ever PGA 
tournament in Japan 


By Jim ARMSTRONG 
Associated Press 


INZAI CITY, Japan — Tiger 
Woods couldn’t have scripted a 
better scenario for the PGA’s first 
tournament in Japan despite his 
shaky start. 

After a layoff from arthroscop- 
ic surgery on his left knee two 
months ago, Woods shot a 6- 
under 64 on Thursday to share 
the first-round lead at the Zozo 
Championship. 

Woods was tied with Gary 
Woodland, with local favorite 
Hideki Matsuyama one stroke 
behind. 

Teeing off from the 10th hole, 
things didn’t start well for Woods 
who sent his opening shot into the 
water. That led to the first of three 
straight bogeys. 

“The start I got off to wasn’t 
very good, I hit bad shot after 
bad shot ... and the next thing you 
know, things aren’t looking so 
good,” Woods said. 

But the Masters champion 
quickly found his game at the Ac- 
cordia Golf Narashino Country 
Club, with birdies on four of his 
next six holes to get to 1 under. 

“After the start, the ball strik- 
ing was better, the putting was 
really good,” Woods said. “I was 
hitting a lot of good putts, the ball 
was rolling tight which was nice.” 

Woods is making his first start 
in his 23rd season on the PGA 
Tour, needing one victory to 
reach 82 wins and tie the career 
record held by Sam Snead. 


Woods last played in an official 
tournament in Japan in 2006 atthe 
Dunlop Phoenix, where he lost in 
a playoff to Padraig Harrington. 
He won the Dunlop Phoenix the 
two previous years. 

As pleased as Woods was 
with his day, the Japanese fans 
couldn’t have been happier. The 
American is hugely popular in 
Japan and drew the biggest gal- 
leries on Thursday. 

“The people here in Japan 
have come out and supported this 
event,” Woods said. “It’s been a 
lot of fun to play in front of them 
again, I haven’t done it in a while. 
I’ve missed it. They’ve always 
been fantastic with golf and sup- 
ported their golf here.” 

Woodland had six birdies, in- 
cluding one on the par-5 18th. 

“T played well from top to bot- 
tom,” Woodland said. “I drove 
the ball well and anytime I can 
control the ball on the greens 
from the fairway, that adds up to 


a pretty good day.” 

Matsuyama led early with four 
birdies on the front nine, but fal- 
tered with a bogey on the final 
hole. 

“T am just one stroke behind 
the leader so think I am in a good 
position,” Matsuyama said. “To- 
morrow I need to minimize my 
mistakes.” 

The Zozo tournament is part 
of three tournaments that make 
up the PGA Tour’s Asia Swing, 
including the CJ Cup in South 
Korea won last week by Justin 
Thomas and the HSBC Champi- 
ons in Shanghai next week. 

Organizers said more than 
20,000 attended the opening day. 

Among the other big names, 
Rory Mcllroy (72) struggled with 
the windy conditions and Thomas 
had an even-par 70. 

Jason Day, who beat Woods in 
a Skins game on Monday at the 
same venue, finished with a 73 
while Jordan Spieth shot a 74. 
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Game 1 Game 2 Game 3 
Tuesday Wednesday Friday 
at Houston at Houston at Washington 
Nationals 5, Nationals 12, AFN-Sports. 
Astros 4 Astros 3 2 a.m Saturday CET; 
WP-Scherzer WP-Strasburgr 9 a.m. JKT 
LP-Cole LP-Verlander 


Verlander 


Ist to go 


0-5 in World Series 


By Ronatp BLum 
Associated Press 


HOUSTON — All of Justin Ver- 
lander’s illustrious accomplish- 
ments mean little right now. 

Not those 225 wins, not the 
3,006 regular season strikeouts, 
not the record 202 postseason Ks. 
Not the eight All-Star selections, 
not the 2011 Cy Young Award and 
Most Valuable Player prize. 

Verlander dropped to 0-5 in 
World Series games Wednesday 
night as the Washington Nation- 
als routed the Houston Astros 
12-3 for a 2-0 Series lead. That 
skid on baseball's biggest stage is 
dragging the right-hander’s repu- 
tation down like ballast sinking a 
ship to the bottom of the sea. 

Never before has a_ pitcher 
lost his first five World Series 
decisions. 

“We don’t dwell on win-loss 
record anymore, right?” he said 
with a smile, a reference to mod- 
ern analytics by one of the sport’s 
most knowledgeable players. “I’d 
like to win a couple. Hopefully, 
T’ll have another opportunity.” 

He wound up flat on his back 
in the fourth inning, slipping on 
Ryan Zimmerman’s grounder 
and firing the ball off his own left 
leg. Verlander could smile about 
that one, an instant blooper reel 
staple. 

But he was razed along with 
all the Astros in the seventh, and 
that was no laughing matter. 

On his 100th pitch, Verlander 
gave up a go-ahead home run to 
Kurt Suzuki, who had not driven 
in a run in this postseason, the 
start of a spirit-crushing six-run 
inning that lifted Washington. 

Suzuki is a .340 (16-for-45) hit- 
ter against Verlander, and the big 
home run off a 94 mph fastball at 
the letters came on Verlander’s 


second pitch to catcher Martin 
Maldonado, who had not been 
behind the plate for Verlander 
since the 2018 AL Championship 
Series. 

Prior to Suzuki’s at-bat, every 
pitch by Verlander this season 
had been delivered to catcher 
Robinson Chirinos, who left when 
manager AJ Hinch replaced him 
with pinch-hitter Kyle Tucker, 
who struck out with two on for the 
final out of the sixth. 

“Maldy and I had worked to- 
gether a lot last year,” Verlander 
said. “First-pitch curveball for a 
ball, and then fastball that was 
right there for him.” 

A likely Hall of Famer with a 
supermodel wife, the 36-year-old 
Verlander has a 5.73 ERA in six 
World Series starts. 

Trea Turner started with just 
the third four-pitch walk lead- 
ing off a game in Verlander’s big 
league career and the first in 11 
years. 

He has allowed nine first-in- 
ning runs, most for any pitcher in 
one postseason, according to the 
Elias Sports Bureau.. 

Verlander could laugh about 
hitting his own leg, at least. 

“Seventy-five percent of that 
play was pretty athletic,” he said 
with a laugh, mixing in a profani- 
ty. “It was a one-in-a-million play, 
anyway.” 

In early 2018, he took a poke at 
Dodgers pitcher Yu Darvish, who 
had slipped rounding second base 
on a double, tweeting: “Not doing 
a lot here to help us dispel the 
pitchers aren’t athletes thing.” 

Darvish tweeted back those 
same words Wednesday. 

“He’s probably been waiting 
in the weeds forever,” Verlander 
said, “waiting for his opportunity 
for me to do something stupid.” 


Matt Stocum/AP_ 


Justin Verlander was able to laugh about this failed attempt to make 
a play on a ball hit by the Washington Nationals’ Ryan Zimmerman 
during the fourth inning Wednesday. Giving up the go-ahead home 
run to Kurt Suzuki in the seventh was less funny. 


Game 4 


Saturday 
at Washington 
AFN-Sports 
2 a.m Sunday CET; 
9 a.m. JKT 


Game 5 Game 6 Game 7 
if necessary if necessary if necessary 
Sunday Tuesday, Oct. 29 Wednesday, Oct. 30 
at Washington at Houston at Houston 
AFN-Sports, AFN-Sports. AFN-Sports. 
1 a.m Monday CET; 1 a.m Wednesday 1 a.m Thursday CET; 
9am. JKT CET; 9 a.m. JKT 9am. JKT 


Eric Gay/AP 


Washington Nationals right fielder Adam Eaton singles in the first inning Wednesday night. 


Strasburg: Pitcher now 4-0 this postseason 


FROM BACK PAGE 


Making his Series debut, Stras- 
burg allowed a two-run homer to 
Alex Bregman in the first before 
throwing five shutout innings to 
improve to 4-0 this postseason. 
He allowed seven hits and struck 
out seven. 

Nationals manager Dave Mar- 
tinez was asked what’s made 
Strasburg so good this October. 

“One, he has the confidence to 
do it and two, he’s become a pre- 
mier pitcher, a big-game pitcher,” 
Martinez said. “He doesn’t get 
rattled.” 

Verlander, so good in the regu- 
lar season, fell to 0-5 in six World 
Series starts. He gave up seven 
hits and four runs, and was lifted 
after walking a batter following 
Suzuki’s home run. 

Verlander led the majors with 
21 wins this season and struck out 
a career-high 300 to reach 3,000 
in his career. He has a World Se- 
ries ring, AL MVP and Cy Young 
Award trophies, and three no-hit- 
ters to his name. 

He struck out six to become 
the career leader in postseason 
strikeouts with 202 — another 
impressive statistic on a stellar 
résumé that’s still missing that 
elusive World Series win. 

“Obviously it’s magnified in 
the World Series when you’re not 
clicking on all cylinders,” Ver- 
lander said. 

Their victories against Hous- 
ton’s best pitchers turned the 
underdog Nationals into heavy 
favorites to take the title. 

Only three of the previous 25 
teams to lose the first two games 
at home under the 2-3-2 format 
have come back to win the Series. 
No one has done it since the 1996 
New York Yankees came back 
against the Atlanta Braves. 

“T wish I was a betting man, 
but I’m not,” Martinez said. “I 
don’t really believe in that stuff. 
... We’re here because the boys 
never gave up.” 

The Astros insist the tough 


Wednesday 
Nationals 12, Astros 3 


Washington Houston 


ab rh bi ab r hbi 

Turnerss 4.2 1 0 Sprngrcfrf5 0 0 0 
Eatonrf 422 2 Altuve2 5030 
Parraph-rf 100 0 Brantleyif 41 20 
Rendon 3b 401 2 Mrisnickcf 1000 
Soto If 321 0 Bregma3b 4112 
Kendrickdh 51 2 1 Gurriellb 40 10 
Cabrera2b 512 3 Alvarezdh 3010 
Zimmrmnib 5 0 2 1 Correass 4000 
Suzukic. 512 1 Chirinosc 2000 
Roblescf 320 0 Tuckerph 1000 
Taylorcf. 111 1 Maldonadoci1 11 
Reddick rf-If3 0 0 0 

Totals 40121411 Totals 37 3.93 
Washington 200 000 631—12 
Houston 000 001-3 


100 

E—Turner (1), Rendon (1), Bregman 
(1). DP—Washington 0, Houston 1. LOB— 
Washington 8, Houston 9. 2B—Rendon 
(4), Soto (2), Altuve (1), Gurriel (2). HR— 
Suzuki (1), Eaton (1), Taylor (1), Bregman. 
(2), Maldonado (1). S—Eaton (1). 

IP HR ER BB SO 

Washington 
StrasburgW1-0 6 7 
Rodney 1 0 
Rainey 1 0 
Guerra 1. 12 
Houston 
VerlanderL0-l 6 7 
Pressly % 3 
James 1 2 
Rondon % 1 
Devenski 1 1 

Verlander pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th, James pitched to 6 batters in the 8th. 
WPPressly. T—4:01. A—43,357 (41,168). 


Hoon 
chon 


ouns 
Honus 
Howon 


start hasn’t 
confidence. 

“We have a really good team,” 
manager AJ Hinch said. “Clearly, 
the Nats have outplayed us — bot- 
tom line. They came into our 
building and played two really 
good games. We’re going to have 
to try to sleep off the latter third 
of this game.” 

Added shortstop Carlos Correa 
on digging out of the early hole: 
“Tf there is a team out there that 
can doit, it’s us.” 

Things went wrong immediate- 
ly for Verlander when he walked 
leadoff man Trea Turner on four 
pitches. Eaton, who homered in 
the eighth, singled before Rendon, 
the Houston native who said he’d 
certainly have 100 friends and 
family members at Minute Maid 
Park for each game, knocked a 
ball off the wall in left field to put 
the Nationals up 2-0. 

“This is my city. I love Hous- 
ton,” Rendon said. “We were 


dampened their 


going to try to just steal one game 
and we just happened to steal two, 
and we’ve got to take care of busi- 
ness at home.” 

Verlander got his 200th post- 
season strikeout when he fanned 
Victor Robles in the second. The 
eight-time All-Star passed John 
Smoltz, who had 199 and was in 
the TV booth for Fox to see his 
record fall. 

Verlander and Strasburg both 
settled in after early wobbles, 
until Houston fell apart in the 
seventh. 

Suzuki sent Verlander’s 100th 
pitch sailing above the seats in 
left field to start the inning. Ryan 
Pressly, who left Game 6 of the 
ALCS with a knee injury, took 
over and didn’t look right from 
the start. 

He walked Turner before 
Hinch called for his first inten- 
tional walk of the season when he 
gave Juan Soto a free pass to load 
the bases with two outs. Howie 
Kendrick, Asdrubal Cabrera and 
Ryan Zimmerman followed with 
successive singles to bust it open, 
putting the Nationals up 8-2. As 
those hits were piling up and run 
after run crossed the plate, many 
in the stunned sellout crowd of 
43,357 began streaming for the 
exits. 

Hinch was asked what hap- 
pened in the seventh. 

“Where would you like me to 
start?” he said. 

Michael A. Taylor padded the 
lead further with a solo homer off 
Chris Devenski in the ninth. 

The only time Strasburg was 
under any real duress after the 
first inning came when Yuli Gur- 
riel doubled with one out in the 
sixth before the Nationals inten- 
tionally walked Yordan Alvarez. 
The slumping Correa hit a weak 
fly ball before rookie pinch-hitter 
Kyle Tucker struck out, allowing 
Strasburg to wriggle out of the 
jam and end his solid night. 
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A Nationals fan wears a shark hat as Washington’s Gerardo Parra comes up to bat in the eighth inning 
of a game against the Cleveland Indians at Nationals Park in Washington on Sept. 29. The ‘Baby Shark, 
doo doo doo doo doo doo’ earworm might just be coming to a World Series near you, should Nationals 
backup outfielder Gerardo Parra heads to the plate during one of his team’s home games. 


Get ready for “Baby Shark’ 


Children’s song has 
become rallying cry 
at Nationals Park 


By Howarpb FENDRICH 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The “Baby 
Shark, doo doo doo doo doo doo” 
earworm might just be coming to 
a World Series near you, if Wash- 
ington Nationals backup out- 
fielder Gerardo Parra heads to 
the plate during one of his team’s 
home games against the Houston 
Astros. 

A walk-up song that showed 
up months ago as a sweet tribute 
to the musical taste of Parra’s 2- 
year-old daughter has become a 
rallying cry of sorts for specta- 
tors at Nationals Park — who sing 
and clap along by the thousands, 
arms fully extended in a chomp- 
ing motion — and his teammates 
— who do their own shark-in- 
spired hand gestures after each 
hit, including pinching together 
an index finger and thumb after 
singles. 

Some players work out wear- 
ing headbands sporting a cartoon 
shark. Some fans wear full-body 
shark costumes. There’s even a 
little blue stuffed-animal shark 
that Parra placed in the netting 
in front of the home dugout at Na- 
tionals Park. 

All of the zaniness could be on 
display for a global TV audience 
as the Fall Classic shifts to the 
nation’s capital Friday night for 
Game 3, with Washington leading 
the best-of-seven series 2-0. 

The song reflects a loose and 
lively attitude many Nationals 
credit Parra with introducing 
when he was signed in May after 


Patrick Semansky/AP 


Washington Nationals center fielder Gerardo Parra walks out of the 
clubhouse to participate in a workout last Friday in Washington. 


the San Francisco Giants cut him. 
Plenty of players say that atmo- 
sphere has been key to Washing- 
ton’s turnaround from 19-31 that 
month to the sport’s biggest stage 
now. 

“We're still here in the World 
Series,” Parra said, “because we 
play together. We do anything 
together.” 

There’s the dancing in the 
dugout after homers and behind 
closed doors after victories. The 
full-body embraces, including of 
Stephen Strasburg, who acknowl- 
edged, “I’m not much of a hugger, 
but they kind of just surround me. 
So I just have to take it.” The sun- 
glasses sported by Parra — with 
a rose-colored tint — and pitch- 
er Anibal Sanchez — with yel- 
low lenses — even during night 
games, a tradition that began in 
June. 

“We're lucky to have guys like 
Parra, Anibal, Fernando (Rod- 
ney), these guys that have come 


here and changed the culture in 
the clubhouse,” said reliever Sean 
Doolittle, naming three players 
new to the team in 2019, includ- 
ing two picked up during the sea- 
son, “and got a lot of guys in here 
to kind of loosen up and play the 
game with a little bit more fun, to 
be honest.” 

Nothing symbolizes that more 
than the silliness of “Baby Shark,” 
a children’s song with billions 
of YouTube views that was cre- 
ated by a South Korean company 
— which is different from the 
wrong version Fox played during 
its broadcast of Washington’s 12- 
3 win in Game 2. 

Parra was trying to pick out a 
new walk-up song in June, when 
he was mired in an 0-for-22 
slump, when he settled on this re- 
petitive tune because he heard it 
“a lot,” thanks to his daughter. 

“People enjoy it. All their kids 
enjoy it,’ Parra said. “So I’m 
happy for that.” 


36-year-old Suzuki 
delivers big swing 
as Nats near title 


By SterHen Hawkins 
Associated Press 


HOUSTON — Kurt Suzuki is 
beat up physically, with a sore 
back and other ailments after 
grinding behind the plate from 
spring training through late 
October. 

All of that would be worthwhile 
for the 36-year-old Washington 
Nationals catcher to finally get a 
World Series ring. 

“T’ve waited 13 seasons for 
this, for this moment to be able to 
play in the World Series,” Suzuki 
said. “I kind of joked around with 
a lot of guys in the training room 
the other day, ‘Man, I’ve got en- 
ergy now’ ... It kind of pumps you 
up, especially waiting how long I 
did.” 

Suzuki believes pitching and 
defense ultimately win champion- 
ships, and he certainly has done 
his part in the squat. In Game 2, 
he added his first RBI this post- 
season, a tiebreaking solo homer 
off Houston Astros ace Justin 
Verlander to spark a bat-around 
seventh inning. 

“I can’t remember the last time 
I barreled a ball up like that,” Su- 
zuki said with a smile, his two 
young sons sitting in his lap. “Felt 
like months ago. Probably was 
months ago.” 

The Nationals went on to a 12-3 
win Wednesday to take a 2-0 lead 
before even playing their first 
World Series game at Nationals 
Park. Game 3 is there Friday. 

“His homer was awesome,” 
said third baseman Anthony 
Rendon. 

Before becoming the first Ha- 
waiian-born player to hit a home 
run in the World Series, Suzuki 
had already saved a run with a 
big defensive play after the Na- 
tionals went ahead 2-0 in the first 
inning. 

Jose Altuve had a one-out dou- 
ble in the Astros’ first, and then 
took off for third on an attempted 
steal with the Washington infield 
shifted a bit. Suzuki made a per- 
fect throw to a moving Rendon 
for the tag. Michael Brantley then 


By the numbers 


.043 


Batting average for 
Washington Nationals 
catcher Kurt Suzuki this 
postseason prior to his 
2-for-5 effort in Game 2 
of the World Series 
on Wednesday. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 


had a two-out single before Alex 
Bregman tied the game with two- 
run homer. 

“T don’t really get surprised 
when people try to run on me ... 
36 years old, I’m getting old now,” 
Suzuki said, again with a smile. 

With so much mental effort put 
into game-planning with his own 
pitchers, the offensive side of the 
game can suffer. Suzuki went into 
Game 2 of the World Series hit- 
ting only .043 (1-for-23) this post- 
season before going 2-for-5. 

Of course, he also scored the 
tiebreaking run in Washington’s 
5-4 win in Game 1. He drew a 
leadoff walk in the fifth and later 
ran home on Adam Eaton’s single 
that made it 3-2 and put the Na- 
tionals ahead to stay. 

The catcher didn’t play Game 
1 of the NL Championship Series 
after a scary moment in Game 5 
of the NL Division Series, when 
Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher 
Walker Buehler hit him on the 
left wrist with a 94 mph fastball 
and the ball shot up and knocked 
off his helmet as the ballpark 
went silent. 

After falling to the ground and 
grabbing his face, Suzuki walked 
off his under his own power. He 
was back behind the plate three 
days later. 

Just part of the grind. 


Davin J. Prituir/AP 


The Nationals’ Kurt Suzuki hits a home run during the seventh inning 
of Game 2 of the World Series on Wednesday in Houston. 
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Ekeler has shined for sputtering Chargers 


By Grec BEACHAM 
Associated Press 


COSTA MESA, Calif. — Since 
Austin Ekeler joined the Chargers 
as an undrafted free agent two 
seasons ago, the remarkable run- 
ning back has consistently found 
unexpected new ways to contrib- 
ute to Los Angeles’ offense. 

The newest wrinkle last week- 
end: Lining up outside as a re- 
ceiver and running slant routes. 

“We ran it twice,” quarterback 
Philip Rivers said. “I missed him 
once, and he caught the one. He’s 
so versatile. He really is. You 
could say he’s a running back 
playing receiver, or you could say 
he’s a receiver playing running 
back. I think he’s that special and 
has that much ability.” 

Indeed, it’s frightening to con- 
template the potential state of the 
Los Angeles (2-5) offense this sea- 
son without Ekeler, the Chargers’ 
leading rusher with 248 yards 
and top pass-catcher with 49 re- 
ceptions. Ekeler is even third in 
the entire NFL in receptions, and 
tops among running backs. 

Ekeler started the season as the 
Chargers’ first-string running 
back during Melvin Gordon’s 


unsuccessful contract holdout, 
and he moved back into a hybrid 
role when Gordon returned to 
the team. Lining up as a slot re- 


James Kenney/Ai 


Los Angeles Chargers running back Austin Ekeler has done damage this season as a running back and as a receiver. 


ceiver is a familiar assignment, 
but moving outside and running 
slants was something else en- 
tirely — and Ekeler still handled 
it with grace. 

“T haven’t run it in practice, 
ever, since I’ve been here,” Ekeler 
said. “Not in a game. In college, I 
was always in the backfield. Here, 
it’s never been drawn up for me. 
But (last Sunday) it was, ‘Here, 
you're going to be outside. You’ve 
got a five-step slant.’ I can run it. 
Everyone can run it, but it was 
the first time in a game. So yeah, 
I made it work. But the more you 
can do. I’ll expand if they’ll allow 


me to. As long as I can continue 
to make plays with what they’re 
giving me, I think you'll see me 
getting more routes.” 

Ekeler caught seven passes for 
118 yards last week against Ten- 
nessee, including a 41-yarder for 
a touchdown in the fourth quar- 
ter. He also caught a pass over the 
middle and took it to the goal line 
for what was ruled a go-ahead 
touchdown with 39 seconds to 
play, only for replay officials to 
rule him down inside the 1 using 
criteria they still hadn’t been able 
to explain to the Chargers three 
days later. 


The Chargers lost the game 
when Gordon fumbled three plays 
later, sending LA to its fifth loss 
by seven points or fewer already 
this season — and its third loss in 
which a running back fumbled at 
the 1. The culprit was Ekeler in 
the first two instances. While his 
teammates praise his innumer- 
able contributions, he still thinks 
about his mistakes. 

“This 1-yard-line stuff, man, 
it’s literally the story of our sea- 
son right now,” Ekeler said with a 
grimace. “We’ve been this close. 

.. It’s frustrating as a football 
team in general, especially on of- 


fense, and especially when you 
have the ball. When I fumbled the 
ball, it doesn’t get any worse than 
that, as far as guilt. You just feel 
like you let your team down. So I 
know exactly how Mel felt.” 
Ekeler’s positive plays far out- 
number his mistakes, and his 
slick physicality provides a chal- 
lenging counterpoint for defenses 
already attempting to game-plan 
against star receivers Keenan 
Allen and Mike Williams. The 
5-foot-10 Ekeler has an impres- 
sive capacity for making tacklers 
miss in space, and his elusiveness 
has only increased this season, 


particularly when the Chargers 
get him in a favorable spot in 
coverage. 

While Gordon hasn’t played im- 
pressively since his return from 
the holdout, averaging just 2.3 
yards per carry in his two games, 
Ekeler has only emphasized his 
own importance in the Chargers’ 
offense. With left tackle Russell 
Okung returning from injury this 
weekend at Chicago, Ekeler and 
Rivers are hopeful they can get 
more production out of the Bolts’ 
struggling running game. 

“T think we’re at our best when 
we’re balanced,” Rivers said. 


Joun Bazemore/AP 


Rams head coach Sean McVay speaks to 
Los Angeles quarterback Jared Goff (16) 
during the Rams’ 37-10 win over the 
Falcons on Sunday in Atlanta. 


Goff emerges from pocket, shows versatility 


By Grorce HENRY 
Associated Press 


ATLANTA — Jared Goff loved getting 
a chance to throw on the run last week 
and the two-time Pro Bowl year quarter- 
back hopes it’s a new trend for the Rams’ 
offense. 

Heading into this week’s game in London 
against winless Cincinnati, Goff is ready to 
prove he’s more than just a pocket passer. 
Los Angeles (4-3) snapped a three-game 
losing streak, the team’s longest under 
third-year coach Sean McVay, and Goff’s 
versatile performance led the way. 

“T think it was just the flow of that game 
and the way Sean wanted to call things,” 
Goff said Wednesday. “I do like it. It gets 
you some easy completions and gets the 
ball out on the edge to our skill players. It 
is a big part of our offense and it worked for 
us on Sunday.” 

It certainly helped that the Rams’ 37-10 
blowout came against a Falcons unit that 
ranks at or near the bottom of most defen- 
sive categories. The Bengals (0-7) aren’t 
much better, ranking worst in yards per 
game and eighth-worst in points allowed. 


Curtis Compron/AP 


Rams quarterback Jared Goff gets past 
Atlanta Falcons linebacker Deion Jones 
for a 1-yard touchdown run. 


The Rams are practicing in Atlanta for a 
couple of days before flying to London, and 
Goff likes that the offense is using the time 
away from home to enhance the playbook. 

Passing game coordinator David Wal- 
dron said Goff was particularly effective 
on play-action keepers as he broke con- 


tainment, got out on the edge of the defens¢ 
and still had time to set his feet and follow 
through on his throws. 

Bottled up the week before in an ugly 
home loss to San Francisco, Goff passec 
for 268 yards and a pair of touchdowns tc 
running back Todd Gurley and tight enc 
Gerald Everett. His fun-reel highlight 
faking out linebacker Deion Jones, came 
on a 1-yard touchdown run. Goff spiked the 
ball for effect. 

The Rams were an offensive juggernau 
on their way to winning the NFC title las 
season. They’re a bit off so far this season 
Losing to the 49ers showed the unit at it: 
worst. Goff passed for a career-low 7 
yards, the running game struggled as Gur 
ley missed the game with a thigh bruise 
and the line lost right guard Joe Noteboor 
to a season-ending injury. 

“Jared’s athleticism is something we 
want to take advantage of, but that’s kinc 
of our core philosophy in terms of how we 
want to operate,” McVay said. “I though 
you saw especially on that first drive, the 
one that ended up working the backside 
end cut to Cooper (Kupp), good movemen 
in the pocket.” 
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Carolina Panthers (4-2) 
at San Francisco 49ers (6-0) 


AFN-Sports 
9 p.m. Sunday CET, 5 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Saints lead 15-13. 


Last meeting: Saints beat Bears 20-12, 
Oct. 29, 2017. 


Notes: Panthers have won the past six 
meetings. Panthers QB Kyle Allen passed 
for 227 yards and 2 TDs with no intercep- 
tions for a 104.6 rating in Week 6. Is the 
first QB in the Super Bowl era to begin his 
career 5-O without an interception. RB 
Christian McCaffrey had 2 TDs (1 rushing, 
1 receiving) in Week 6. Has 634 scrim- 
mage yards (211.3 per game) and 5 TDs 
(4 rushing, 1 receiving.) 49ers are sixth 
team since 1990 to allow 7 or fewer pow- 
ers and 200 or fewer yards net offense in 
three consecutive games. 49ers QB Jimmy 
Garoppolo is 5-0 with 8 TDS and three 
interceptions for 103.3 rating in five home 
starts with the 49ers. TE George Kittle 

has six-plus catches in five of his past six 
games at home. DL Dee Ford had a sack 
last week and aims for his third game in a 
row with a sack. 
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Oakland Raiders (3-3) 
at Houston Texans (4-3) 


AFN-Sports2 
9 p.m. Sunday CET, 5 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Texans lead 6-4. 


Last meeting: Raiders 27, Texans 20, Nov. 
17, 2013. 


Notes: Raiders have won 3 of the past 4 in 
the series. Raiders QB Derek Carr complet- 
ed 22 of 28 attempts (78%) for 293 yards 
and 2 TDs with an interception for a 119.2 
rating last week. Passed for 295 yards and 
3 TDs with an interception for a 117 rating 
in Ithe ast meeting. RB Josh Jacobs (rookie) 
rushed for career-high 124 yards in Week 
7. Leads all rookies in scrimmage yards 
(641). Texans QB Deshaun Watson passed 
for 308 yards and a TD and rushed for 32 


Kansas 
yards in Week 7. WR Kenny Stills had a City Chiefs 
season-high 105 receiving yards in Week 7. quarterback 
LB Benardrick McKinney led the team with Matt Moore 


8 tackles and two tackles for loss last week. 
DE J.J. Watt has 4.5 sacks and 2 FFs in his 
past 5 games at home. Has 2 sacks in his 


past 2 games vs. Oakland. nflcommunications.com 


career pass TDs in 172 games, fastest in NFL 
history. RB Aaron Jones had 83 scrimmage 


catch last week. Has 7 TDs (6 rushing, 1 


Daviv Zatusowski/AP 


Game capsules compiled from 


WEEK 7 TELEVISED GAMES 


Green Bay Packers (6-1) 
at Kansas City Chiefs (5-2) 


AFN-Sports2, 1 a.m. Monday CET, 9 a.m. Monday JKT 


SERIES RECORD: Chiefs lead 7-3-1. 
LAST MEETING: Packers beat Chiefs 38-28, Sept. 


PACKERS OFFENSE: OVERALL (8), RUSH (20), 
PACKERS DEFENSE: OVERALL (7), RUSH (9), 
CHIEFS OFFENSE: OVERALL (3), RUSH (25), 
CHIEFS DEFENSE: OVERALL (8), RUSH (4) PASS 


STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES: QB Aaron Rodg- 
ers passed for 429 yards and 5 TDs for 158.3 rating 
and had a rushing TD in Week 7 and became the third 
player (besides HOFer Norm Van Brocklin and Mark 
Rypien) with 400- 


plus pass yards, 5-plus pass TDs 
single game. Reached 350 


33 receiving) and a TD 


MARQUEE MATCHUP 


road. RB Jamaal Williams aims for his 3rd in row 
with TD catch. LB Preston Smith (7 Sacks) and LB 
Za'darius Smith (6) are only pair of teammates each 
with 6-plus sacks in 2019. Chiefs QB Matt Moore 
makes his 1st start of season. Passed for 117 yards 
and TD with 89.1 rating last week. Has 200-plus 
pass yards and a TD pass in 4 of his past 5 starts. RB 
LeSean McCoy had 76 scrimmage yards (64 rushing, 
12 receiving) last week. WR Tyreek Hill had 3 catches 
for 74 yards and TD last week. Has 70-plus receiving 
yards and TD catch in 3 of his past 4. Aims for 3rd 
in row at home with 5-plus catches, 80-plus receiving 
yards and a TD catch. TE Travis Kelce had team-high 
6 catches last week. Aims for 7th in row with 4-plus 
catches. Had 6 catches for 80 yards in last meeting. 
DE Frank Clark had 2 sacks and FF last week, 7th 
career game with 2-plus sacks. DE Alex 
Okafor had a season-high 2 sacks and 
FF in Week 7. Has sack in 2 of past 
3. LB Anthony Hitchens had career- 


a» high 2 sacks and FF last week. 


Z: 


EXPANDED STANDINGS 
American Conference National Conference 

East East 
W LT Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC_ Div W LT Pct PF PA Home Away NFC AFC Div 
New England 7 0 O 1.000 223 48 3-0-0 4-0-0 5-0-0 2-0-0 4-0-0 | Dallas 4 3 0 .571 190 124 3-1-0 1-2-0 3-2-0 1-1-0 3-0-0 
Buffalo 5 1 0 .833 121 91 2-1-0 3-0-0 4-1-0 1-0-0 2-1-0 | Philadelphia 3 4 0 .429 171 186 2-1-0 1-3-0 2-4-0 1-0-0 1-1-0 
N.Y. Jets. 1 5 0 .167 63 156 1-3-0 0-2-0 0-4-0 1-1-0 0-3-0 | N.Y. Giants 2 5 0 .286 132 187 1-3-0 1-2-0 2-3-0 0-2-0 1-1-0 
Miami 0 6 0 .000 63 211 0-4-0 0-2-0 0-4-0 0-2-0 0-2-0 | Washington 1 6 0 .143 90 176 0-4-0 1-2-0 0-5-0 1-1-0 0-3-0 

South South 
Indianapolis 4 2 0 .667 143 138 2-1-0 2-1-0 3-2-0 0 2-0-0 | New Orleans 6 1 0 .857 164 147 3-0-0 3-1-0 4-1-0 2-0-0 1-0-0 
Houston 4 3 0 .571 185 164 2-1-0 2-2-0 3-1-0 0 1-1-0 | Carolina 4 2 0 .667 166 133 1-2-0 3-0-0 2-2-0 2-0-0 1-1-0 
Jacksonville 3 4 0 .429 144 148 1-2-0 2-2-0 3-2-0 O 1-1-0 | Tampa Bay 2 4 0 .333 173 185 0-3-0 2-1-0 2-4-0 0-0-0 1-2-0 
Tennessee 3 4 0 .429 121 112 1-2-0 2-2-0 2-4-0 0 0-2-0 | Atlanta 1 6 O .143 145 223 1-2-0 0-4-0 1-3-0 0-3-0 0-0-0 

North North 
Baltimore 5 2 0 .714 214 156 2-1-0 3-1-0 3-2-0 0 2-1-0 | Green Bay 6 1 0 .857 184 139 4-1-0 2-0-0 4-1-0 2-0-0 3-0-0 
Cleveland 2 4 0 .333 120 154 0-3-0 2-1-0 2-1-0 0 1-0-0 | Minnesota 5 2 0 .714 192 123 3-0-0 2-2-0 4-2-0 1-0-0 1-2-0 
Pittsburgh 2 4 0 .333 123 131 1-2-0 1-2-0 2-2-0 0 1-1-0 | Chicago 3 3 0 500 112 105 1-2-0 2-1-0 2-2-0 1-1-0 1-1-0 
Cincinnati 9 7 0 000 114,186 0-3-0 0-4-0 0-4-0 0 0-2-0 | Detroit 2 3 1 Al7 149 160 1-2-0 11-1 1-21 1-1-0 0:20 

esi esi 
Kansas City 5 2 0 .714 202 150 1-2-0 4-0-0 4-2-0 0 2-0-0 | San Francisco 6 0 O 1.000 156 64 2-0-0 4-0-0 3-0-0 3-0-0 1-0-0 
Oakland 3 3 0 .500 127 165 2-1-0 1-2-0 2-1-0 0 1-1-0 | Seattle 5 2 0 .714 181 176 2-2-0 3-0-0 2-1-0 3-1-0 2-0-0 
Denver 2 5 0 .286 112 136 1-3-0 1-2-0 2-3-0 O 1-2-0 | L.A. Rams 4 3 0 .571 190 164 1-2-0 3-1-0 3-3-0 1-0-0 0-2-0 
L.A. Chargers 2 5 0 .286 140 141 1-3-0 1-2-0 2-4-0 0 0-1-0 | Arizona 3 3 1 5OO 161 192 1-2-1 2-1-0 2-2-1 1-1-0 0-1-0 


Philadelphia Eagles (3-4) 
at Buffalo Bills (5-1) 


AFN-Sports 
6 p.m. Sunday, CET, 2 a.m. Monday, JKT 
Series: Eagles lead 7-6. 


Last meeting: Eagles beat Bills 23-20, 
Dec. 13, 2015. 


Notes: Eagles QB Carson Wentz had 191 
pass yards and TD with an interception last 
week. Has 1,209 pass yards (302.3 per 
game) and 8 TDs vs. 2 interceptions for 
96.8 rating in his past 4 on road vs. AFC. 
Has TD pass in 10 consecutive games, 
tied for the longest active streak in NFL. 
RB Miles Sanders is only rookie in 2019 
with 200-plus rushing yards (220) & 200- 
plus receiving yards (230). Bills QB Josh 
Allen passed for 202 yards and 2 TDs vs. 
0 interceptions for 111.4 rating in Week 

7. WR Allen Robinson led team with 10 
catches for 87 yards and had a receving 
TD last week, his 3rd career game with 10 
receptions. LB Danny Trevathan led team 
with 10 tackles in Week 7. Aims for his 
3rd in row with 10-plus tackles. CB Kyle 
Fuller has pass deflections in 8 of his past 
9 at home. 


Arizona Cardinals (3-3-1) 


at New Orleans Saints (6-1) 
AFN-Sports2 
6 p.m. Sunday CET, 2 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Cardinals lead 15-14. 


Last meeting: Saints beat Cardinals 48- 
AL, Sept. 22, 2013. 


Notes: Cardinals QB Kyler Murray leads all 
rookie QBs in pass yards (1,768) and ranks 
second in passing TDs (7). Ranks 2nd 
among all QBs with 266 rush yards. RB 
David Johnson had 108 scrimmage yards 
(55 receiving., 53 rushing) and 2 rushing 
TDs in last meeting. Has 843 scrimmage 
yards (105.4 per game) and 8 TDs (4 rush- 
ing, 4 receiving) in 8 career games vs. NFC 
South. LB Chandler Jones had career-high 
4 sacks with FF & FR last week. Saints QB 
Teddy Bridgewater passed for 281 yards 
and 2 TDs vs. 0 interceptons for 100.9 
rating last week. Is 5-0 as starter in 2019. 
RB Alvin Kamara has 525 scrimmage 
yards (131.3 per game) and 7 TDs (4 
rushing, 3 receiving) in 4 career games vs. 
NFC West. 


ALSO ON AFN 


Seattle Seahawks (5-2) at Atlanta (1-6), 
AFN-Atlantic, 6 p.m. Sunday CFT; 2 a.m. 
Monday JKT 


Miami Dolphins (0-6) at Pittsburgh 
Steelers (2-4), AFN-Sports, 1 a.m. 
Tuesday CET; 9 a.m. Tuesday JKT 


@ Check myafn.net for the 
most up-to-date TV listings. 


REST OF THE SCHEDULE 


Tampa Bay (2-4) at Tennessee (3-4) 

N.Y. Giants (2-5) at Detroit (2-3) 
Cincinnati (0-7) vs L.A. Rams (4-3) at London 
Denver (2-5) at Indianapolis (4-2) 

N.Y. Jets (1-5) at Jacksonville (3-4) 

L.A. Chargers (2-5) at Chicago (3-3) 
Cleveland (2-4) at'New England (7-0) 
Open: Dallas, Baltimore 
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Dynamite debuts 
Memeuig | _ Morant among rookies with 
“= | impressive openers » NBA, Page 55 
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Strasburg shines on big stage, 
Nats rout Astros for 2-0 lead 
as World Series shifts to DC 


By Kristiz RIEKEN 
Associated Press 


HOUSTON — Stephen Strasburg’s time had come. 
Famously held out of the postseason seven years ago, 
Strasburg delivered on the biggest stage of all Wednes- 
day night. 

The right-hander outpitched fellow ace Justin Ver- 
lander, overcoming a shaky start to help the Washington 
Nationals beat the Houston Astros 12-3 for a 2-0 lead in 
the World Series. 

Strasburg went six innings to earn the win — and a 
group hug in the dugout when he was done. 

“They keep squeezing me a little harder every time,” 
he said. “That’s OK.” 

Kurt Suzuki hit a tiebreaking homer in what became 
a messy six-run seventh, and the Nationals headed back 
home needing two victories in three potential games in 
Washington to claim their first championship. 

Adam Eaton paraded around the bases pointing to the 
Houston crowd after a late home run as the Nationals won 
their eighth in a row. They’ve won 18 of 20 overall dating 
back to the regular season, with the last two over AL Cy 
Young Award favorites Gerrit Cole and Verlander. 

Game 3 is Friday night, when Anibal Sanchez opposes 
Houston’s Zack Greinke in the first World Series game in 
the nation’s capital since 1933. 

“Probably going to be a little frigid, might be a little 
cold, so bring your jackets and your beanies,” said slug- 
ger Anthony Rendon, who hit a two-run double in the first 
inning. 

Strasburg, 31, waited years for this chance. In 2012, 
he was about two years removed from Tommy John sur- 
gery when the Nationals decided protecting his elbow 
was more important than pitching him in the playoffs, so 
he was shut down late in a season full of 


promise. 
SEE STRASBURG ON PAGE 60 — 


Stephen Strasburg gave up a two-run homer 
in the first inning of his first World Series start, 
but kept the Astros off the board for the next five 
innings. The Nationals scored 10 runs in the last 
three innings of a 12-3 win to take a 2-0 series lead. 


Mart Stocum/AP 


Phillies, Cubs, Padres fill openings | Woods opens with 64 as PGA debuts in Japan | 
MLB, Page 59 Golf, Page 59 


